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The  Bood   Shenherd 

n  //.' 

Text:  John  10; 11 

Jesus  Said,  that  He  was  the  good  shepherd.  I  think  all  of  us  are 
familiar  with  the  minting  of  the  Good  Shepeherd  by  Bernard  Plockhurst..  l>  v/ould 
like  to  ask  you  to  think  with  me  this  morning  of  this  painting,  and  to  picture 
in  your  mind  the  scene  as  it  was  painted  by  the  artist. 

In  the  center  of  the  picture  you  will  notice  the  she-oherd.  This 
shepherd  is  Jesus.  In  His  arms  He  is  carrying  a  small  lamb.  Beside  Him  is  another 
sheet)  looking  up  at  Him.  This  is  perhaps  the  mother..  The  lamb  very  well  may  be 
those  whom  fie  has  sought  out  and  looked  for.  Those  who  were  led  astray,  but  were 
found  by  Him  before  theyb  were  lost  completely,  The  sheep  looking  up  at  Jesus  may 
represent  those  who  are  looking  to  Him  with  longing  in  their  hearts*  A  yearning 
to  be  in  the  kingdom.  To  be  safe  within  the  confines  of  the  Masters  home..  Behind 
we  can  see  the  other  sheep  trailing  along.  These  are  nrobably  the  ordinary  follow- 
p^s..  Those  who  go  along  and  do  their  duty*  Those  who  live  their  lives  and  try  to 
do  the  will  of  the  Master..  Those  who  do  not  want  to  be  the  first  in  the  kingdom 
but  who  feel  safe  and  secure  just  being  with  Him.  With  their  Shepherd.,  one  sheep^ 
in  particular  stands  out  from  all  the  rest,.  He  stands  out  simply  because  he  is 
black..  This  sheen  could  represent  several  things..  It  could  porteay  those  people 
who  are  of  differant  skin  color  than  us.-  Op  it  could  stand  for  those  who  are  often 
referred  to  as  black  sheep.  Usually  a  black  sheep  stands  for  someone  who  is  doing 
the  wrong  thing  or  being  the  wrong  kind  of  person*  Yet  notice  how  the  black  sheep 
mingles  with  the  other  sheep.  If  it  weren't  for  his  color  he  would  appear  the 
same  as  the  other  aheep.  Perhaps  what  the  artist  was  telling  us  is  that  the  black 
sheep  could  wrpresent  any  or  all  people..  There  are  perhaps  many  black  sheet)  in  a 
church  as  well  as  outside.  There  are  perhaps  many  black  sheep  in  business  as  there 
are  outside.  In  other  words  to  be  a  black  sheep  one  need  not  be  the  very  worst 
r  -son  in  the  world..  There  may  be  a  lot  or  a  little  of  the  black  sheep  in  each  of 
us,. 

Then  notice  the  calm  serene  pastoral  scene..  The  hills  in  the  back- 
ground. The  stream  flowing  through  the  pasture..  It  gives  one  a  sense  of  calmness 
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and   serenity.    It  is   quite   different   from   the   'rustle   and   bustle   of  the   everyday 
world.      Quite   unfamiliar  to  many  t>eoole- 

Now  if  we    can  hold    this  picture   in  our  minds   and    think  about  tint 
the  parable  that  Jesus  told  in  our  Scripture  then  perhaps  we  may  see   the  Master 
as  he  was  seen  through  the  eyes  of  an  artist., 

Jesus  said  that  He  was  the  good  shepherd..  Well  we  need  not  explain 
this  because   I   think  we  are  all  well   aware   of  what  constitutes  a  good  shepherd  and 
a  bad   one.    But   He  said  a  strange  thing.    "I    am   the  gate   of  the   sheepfold..'-  To  under- 
stand this  we  nee*  to  know  that  in  the  Holy  Land  the  sheepfold  or  corral  in  most 
instances  only  has  one  opening,,  when  the  sheen  are  brought  in  to  the  corral  at 
night,    the   shepherd  waits  until   all  are  safely  in  and   then  he   lays  down  in   front 
of  the  gate   so   that  nothing  can  get  in  or  out  without  his  knowledge-  Thus  he  liter- 
ally becomes  the  door  or  the  gate  of  the  sheepfold.   Jesus  thus  meant  that  through 
Him  we  now  have  access   to  Hod..  He  opened  the  door  for  us..  He  also  zxtAxa.  used  a 
well  known  Jewish   -hrase  of  the   time.    He   said  that   thraogh  Himicaa  go   freely  in 

3  out-  To  a  Jew  this  was  the  way  of  describing  a  life  that  was  absolutely  safe 
and  secure-  To  be  able  to  come  and  go  without  threat  of  war,   or  being  molested  or 
being  afraid  of  anything  is  the  ultimate  in  security..  This  is  wha*  Jesus  was  say- 
ing-  That   through  Him  we  have  this  perfect  safety  and   security.    That  Jihrough  Him 
we   can  enter  into  a  fellowship  with  God  and  be  safe  and  secure  with  Him. 

Then  He  said  that  the  good   shepherd  lays  down  His  life  for  his 
sheep.    In  Palestine   this  very  often  becomes   the   case.    One  man  who  wrote  a  book 
about  the  Holy  land  tells  of  a  young  shepherd  boy  who  defended  his  sheep  against 
three   Bedawin  robbers.    He   could  have  fled  but  instead  he  chose  to  fight-  And  he 
was  killed,    and  almost  hacked  to  pieces  with  the  knives  these  men  use.    This  is 
what  Jesus   said  the  Good  shepherd  would  do  for  us-  He  laid  down  His  life  not  to 
a  grouu  of  robbers,  but  to  a  crowd  of  people  who  could  not  accent  His   truth-  But 
He  did  it  willingly  and  without  hesitation  as  a  good  t.hepV.rcl  vjuie    l.  ;  ect 

k_^  sheep.. 

xR?r^33$3Csr&i3e^S^ag^^ 

J*XKMxjHX«asX*W«»x®P'^5Mzs?ra3EP^^ 
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But  then  at  the  close  of  the  ^arable  Jesus  says,  "And  there  are 

other  I  have  that  are  not  of  this  fold,  and  these  I  will  lwad  as  well.  They  too 

11  listen  to  my  voice,  and  there  will  he  one  flock  and  one  shepherd.."  iTow  notice 
it  read,  "There  will  be  one  flock  and  one  shepherd*  Now  according  to  Wn..  Barclay 
the  New  Testament  Biblical  scholar,  #he  King  James  version  and  many  other  earlier 

Bibles  mistranslated  this.  They  said,  "And  There  will  be  one  fold  and  one  shepherd. 
This  dates  back  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Vulgate  Bible.  What  is  so  significant  about 
this  you  say?  Well,  for  years  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  has  taught  th?t  on  the 
teaching  of  this  verse,  that  since  there  is  only  one  fold,  there  can  only  be  one 
Church,  the  Heman  Catholic  Church  and  that  outside  the  Church  there  is  no  salvation 
If  you  recall  I  read  the  verse  flock  and  not  fold*  The   Jerusalem  Bible  does  not 
have  the  mistranslation  spoken  of  by  Xr.  Barclay,  and  yet  this  Bible  is  completely 
a  translation  done  by  Roman  Catholic  scholars.  And  incidentally  I  may  add  that  this 
version  is  the  closest  to  the  original  meanings  as  we  can  get-  Row  what  this  all 
amounts  to  is  ±fe±a  that  perhaus  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  has  revised  their  views 
(*•>  this  important  point.  But  what  is  perhaps  more  important  is  the  fact  that  we 
protestants  h-ve  changed  some  of  our  thinking  too.  And  we  need  to  change  it  more. 
This  past  week  was  observed  as  a  week  of  nrayer  for  Christian  unity  throughout 
the  world.  It  was  observed  in  our  area  iigntl  involving  the  local  congregations- 
A  pre-  nrepared  service  was  used  each  day  for  8  days  in  a  different  church  each  day 
I  attended  the  last  one  yesterday  mainly  because  I  was  involved  in  it..  But  I  wish 
I  could  have  attended  all  of  them.  We  had  people  from  The  Methodists  and  Episcopal 
churches  in  Foxburg,  the  Lutheran  and  our  church  at  Lamartine,  the  Methodist,  Luth. 
Presbyterian  and  TJ.c.C  of  Emlenton,  and  the  Roaman  Catholic  church  of  'Smlenton.. 

I  was  able  to  meet  Father  Hickey  there  and  we  had  quite  a  long 
chat.  George(we  are  on  a  first  name  basis  since  I  feel  uncomfortable  calling  some- 
one father  who  is  not  old  enough  to  be  my  father,  or  should  I  say  could  not  be  my 
father).  But  anyhow  George  told  me  nuite  an  interesting  story.  At  one  certain  area 
'  *  Pa-  he  attended  retreats  periodically  with  many  other  priests.  At  each  of  these 
retreats  the  local  Bishop  would  sneak  to  them  at  the  vary  close  of  the  retreat. 
He  would  begin  by  reading  off  a  list  of  the  deceased  priests  and  remini  these 
present  to  remember  them  in  their  prayers.  Then  he  would  ask  them  if  they  were 
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the 
involved   in  activities  with  tfeslx  Protestant  ministers   of  the  areas  wfiere   they 

were   serving.    Then  he  would  go  Into  a  little  illustration  to   show  why  they   should 
become  involved   and   try  to  work  with  the  ministers-  Re   said  that   had   the  pope  and 
the   Cardinals   and  many  others  involved  at  the  time,,  had  they  been  a  little   toler- 
ant and  trusting  a  certain  man  would  have  had  a  different  impact  on  religion. 
This  man  was  none  other  than  Father  Luther.    This  Bishop  spoke  Ecumenically  like 
this  back   around   20  to    25  years   ago  when  no  one  was   thinking  of  an  Ecumenical 
movement   and  least  of  til  the  Rokan  catholic  Church* 

My  thoughts  for  this  sermon  turned  to   Christian  unity  when  yester- 
day I  read  in  the  litany  for  the  day  the  very  verse  I   quoted  a  few  minutes  ago. 
"And  there  are  other  sheep  I  have  that  are  not  of  this  fold,   and  these  I  have  to 
lead     as  well.    They  too-  will  listen  to  my  voice,    and   there  will   only  be  one  flock 
and   one   shepherd."     This   should   give  us  pause.    It   should  make  us   realize  that  too 
often  we   seem   to   think  that  heaven  is  going  to  be   compartmentalized   just  as  our 
cities  and   towns  are.    We   are  going  to  ha^ee  Baptists  here,    and  Methodists  here,    and 
—'er  here  is  where   all   of  us  will  be   and   so   on.    When  we  think  of  there  being  only 
one  flock,   we   think  that  means  us..  It  doesn't  pertain  to  that  other  Church  over 
yonder.  Nor  does  it  pertain  to  a  church  down  the  r«ad.  And  most   certainly  it  can- 
not pertain  to  the  Catholics,   and  most  certainly  not  the  Jews,  jusit  us.   But  you 
see  we  need  to   change  our  thinking  ans  soften  our  hearts  toward  others.   Jesus  did 
not   come  preaching  denominations.   Nor  did  He  preach  about  heaven  being  exclusively 
for  a  certain  group..  But  He  did  preach  about  loving  our  neighbor.    And  He  did  preach 
about  trying  to  bring  others  to  Him.    We  can  do  this  in  our  local  congregations 
and  we   can  do  it  without  thinking  or  believing  we   are   right  and   every  one   else  is 
wrong.  Harry  Staerson  Posdick  the  great  n±xiK±Kxxjsi  Baptist  minister  used  to  quote 
a  few  lines  of  crude  poetry.    "We  are  God's   chosen  few,   all  others  will  be  damned;- 
There  is  no   room  in  heaven  for  you;    We   can't  have  heaven   crammed."   The    Church  and 
religion  are  meant   to  bring  men   into   closer  union  with  God.    It   is  not  meant   to 
r    Mt  people  apart   ..  Christ  is  not  the  Christ  who  divides,,  but  He  is  the  Christ 
who  unites.    This  is  what  He  meant  by  saying  that  He  ra  is  the  Good  Shepherd. 
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as  our  Scripture  we   heard   another  xxrxhix  of  the  parables  of 
Jesus.    V.'e  are  now  well  into   the   Lenten   Season     and  this  parable  points  very 
directly  to  Jesus  as,    "The   Suffering   Servant."  But  it  also  gives  us   some  very 
definite  guidelines  for  our  lives. 

In  this  parable  Jesus  was  telling  of  something  that  was  very  real 

in  the   lives   of  His  listeners.    Hvery  detail  was  very  much  fact   and   ouite  familiar 

to  these  people.    He  starts   out  by   saying  that,    "A  nan,    alandowner,    planted  a 

vineyard;    he  fenced  it  around,    dug  a  winepress  in  it  and  built   a  tower;    then  he 

leased   it   to  tenants  and   went  abroad."   The  hedge  mentioned  was,     a  thick   thorn 

hedge  to  keep   out  wild   animals   such  as  boars  and   also   to  keep  ofct   thieves  who 

would   steal   the  gtapes.    The  wine   press  consisted  of  two  troughs  that   were  either 

hollowed  out  of  the  rock  or  built  of     bricks.    And  every  vineyard  had  a  wine  press. 

7*£     Tl 
The  way  it  worked  was  due  to  its   const ructi on. /jOne/.was  a  little  higher  than  the 

.    ner  and  it  connected  with  the  lower  one  by  a  channel.    The  grapes  were  pressed  in 
the  higher  one  and  the   juice  ran  off  into  the  lower  trough.    The  tower  had  a  two- 
cold  purpose.      It  served  as  a  watch  tower  to  watch  for  thieves,    and  as  a  place  of 
lodging  for  those  who  were  working  in  the  vineyard. 

And  as   far  «*  the  actions   of  the   owner  of  the  vineyard  going  away, 
This  too  was  normal. It  was  very   common  for   estate  owners  to   rent   out   their  estates 
to   someone   else.   Their  only  concern  was  tha+  the  rent  came  in  on  time.    The  rent 

could  be   paid    in   three  different  ways.    It   could  be   strictly  for  money,    or  it 

amount 
could  be  for  a  fixed  yirwwwtagtt  of  the  fruit,   no  matter  what   the  crop  may  be,    or 

it  might  be  an  agreed  percentage   of  the    crop..  I  or  was  the  action   of  the'  uil  tl  ii—  Lui  s 

entirely  out   of  line.    Palestine  was   seething  with  unrest,    and  the  working  peopl" 

were  discontented    and  rebellious.    So   it   >"ould   have  been  possible  for  them  to 

seize  the  ron  of  the  landowner  flnd  frill  him.   Bu*   it  isn't   too  hard   to  see  to 

(ion  Jesus  is  Pointing  His  sttack.    The  vineyard   is   *-*ie  nation  of  Isra°}.(    and  +h 

nvn°r  of  the  vineya  d  is  'od.    The   cb4**t"*ots  are  the  religious  leaders  of  Israel. 

The  mesuw^rs  who  '^rt1   sent   ^e^eatedly   ^re   the  prophets   sent  by   God.    Many   o*   them 

were   rejec+ed   "nd  killed.    Ane  tl-e   Son  who   came    'ast   and  van  killed   is    Tesus    -lin- 
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g  If.  c-0  jo:    see  this  is  a  very  appropriate  las  -on  for  *his  *Sae  of  the  yeaf. 
But  more  than  that  it  is  iust  as  up  to  date  an  anything  we  nould  picl:  .   and 

id  today.  It  tells  us  of  the  privilege  that  is  ours..  God  pives  us  everything 
we  x«4d  need.  The  hedee,  the  wine  p^-es",  th  tower,  everything  that  the  tenants 
need  to  run  the  estate.  You  see  God  no+  only  gives  us  the  ta=ks  "-o  do,  bu+  He 
gives  us  the  means  to  do  it  as  well.  But  how  o'^en  do  we  look  at  it  that  way? 
Ve  take  everything  we  have  pretty  much  fo  eranted  many  times.  We   a~e  m,-.ny  times 
too  self  sufficient.  We  rely  on  ou  selves  and  seem  to  think  and  feel  that  we  are 
the  ones  responsible  for  wha4,  we  v,a"e  and  h"  u  ve  are,  But  we  need  o  get  ba  k 
to  the  old  feeling  and   elief  tha+  everything  we  h^ve  and  everything  we  a  e  comes 
to  us  "rom  the  goodness  and  love  of  God.  Perhaps  this  is  a  bit  old  fashioned,  and 

i-hang  it  may  he  looked  down  upon,  since  the  current  trend  towa  d  athieism 
frowns  on  this.  But  if  we  are  really  believer^'  in  a  Divine  creator,  Aged  a  we 
ha  e  worshipped,  +hen  it  is  high  time  we  returned  to  the  old  ways  and  the  old 
principles  -f   religion..  It  is  ^ood  to  m  ke  changes  and  to  modernize  things  as 
.  .  eded.  Sut  we  need  to  begin  once  again  to  believe  in  a  God  ho  created  everything 
and  who  gave  us  all  we  have  and  made  us  what  we  are.  This  is  what  Jesus  was  point- 
ing out  in  this  parable. 

God  gives  man  freedom.  Just  as  the  estate  owner  gave  the  tenants 
the  run  of  the  vineyard,  so  GoJ  gives  us  the  freedom  to  live.  God  has  trusted 
ea  h  o"  us  with  a  life  to  live.  He  is  no  harsh  taskmaster  who  s  ands  behind  us 
and  makes  sure  tha'  we  do  what  must  be  done.  Just  the  opposite  is  true.  ^.   tr 
us  wi  bh  rh:*';  He  has  -iven  us  to  do.  If  we  live  as  we  sh  uld  then  we   can  enter  into 
the  joy  of  "ur  Lord.  If  we  do  not  live  n*»  ve   hould  we  are  told  tha*  we  we  enter 
into  the  ioy  of  Satan  and  his  domain.  This  is  the  choice  that  is  given  be 
by  'God.  How  we  live  and  w^t  we  d-*  is  "s  up  to  us.  This  is  th  -"reedom  given 
to  man  by  his  Creator. 

ut  with  this  freedom  there  comes  a  day  when  e  ttifst  answer  fT 
Wnat  we  have  don-  wit*  wh-t  hns  been  give'  'o  u™.  This  we  often  refer  'a  "-   the 
day  of  eckoning.-  'tie   need  have  no  fea -  though  if  *-e  Vave  been  faithful  'enants 
*  +  he  vineyard.  If,  however  we  hav-  not  -een  faithful  tenant*,  then  e  need 

i  4eed  f  _«r. 


3. 
Phis  pa-ahle  tells  us       lot  about,  -Jest's.    It  shows  us   that   Jesus 

quite  frankly   admits  that  the  messengers  who  came  before  him  were   just  that, 

r    <?sengers.    Ehey  were  prophets   and  very   clearly  Jesus   is  saying  that  Ha   the   Son, 

broke   the   line    of  prophets  that   eame   from.    God   was  not   content   to  keep  sending 

nrophet   after  prophet   to    people   who  would  not  listen.    So  finally  Tie   sent  His  Son. 

s   Jesus  tells   the    jar&ble,    the  landowner  thinks  to  himself,    "They  will  respect 

my   son."  In   other  words   this  is   what   God  ifcsiig  must   have   thought   at  least   this 

narable  te*ia=3^-rfehi-s .    But  you  see,    this  Son  was  no  ordinary  prophet   or  messenger. 

:hi  s  was  the  Bon. 

The  final   thii  :        arahl     tells  us  is  the   Sacrifice  of 

us.     -ere   T?e   clearly  sets  it  d  wn  that  He  Scn»w  what  lav  «head.    He   was  well 
>w?r"   of  the    consaouenc«S  that  Me  must  farte.    The  «ry   Te   some-1  I    of  i1, 

tS   did   it   so  mrt'-er  *■?  faetly.    It   almost   se^ms   as   though  He   we'      t-llintf  His 
^"ll  c-'eT-s   s*>me+hi'ng  simple,    s"ch   as;    it's    «  nic^   cay.      But   It  wasn't   so 
sin-hie   *nd  ersy.    It     a"  tve  iron  en  cement   tha4-  He   would  s"ff~^  and  >?ie.    But  as 

Bald   before,    He  did    it  "illingly.   .Jo  one  did  i+  fnt-  Him.      e   did  not  die  be- 
c-v.^e  He  was   compelled   to,    v_e  did   it  be^ans*1  He  wanted    to.    This  would    require 
love.    Probably  tan  b  more  love  than  you   and.   I   could  i»uaxe   .    We  should  al  aye  b° 
aware  of  tMs    "aerifies   that  was  made  for  us.    *nd  =soecip^iy  during  Lent  ve   "re 
mad^     wore   of   this  gift.    V.'e   should   be  mo"e   humble   »t   this   time   and   ■hoT'lel    show 
moT-e   humility  in  our  lives,    '..hen  we   s+on   to   think   of  this   overwhelming  t.'ing 
that      as  done   fo**  e"oh  i-f  us   ~u-  hearts  should   overflow  *'ith  love.    Yet  we   a1"^ 
usually  very  reserved  with   our  love   for    Christ.    We   can  find  it   ~asy  to   show  love 
to   *ur    'amilies,    to  our   children,    to  our  "o^rents   and   °ven   to   "riends.      Bat,    how 
much  love   do  wa   give  to   Christ?   We   come   t      Church  and   we   worship,    which  is    ~ood. 
But  the  gift  which  God  gave  for    -s  *B    '"ken   so  much  for  granted.    We  don't  +hink 
too  much  of  £t   excent   at   this  s-oecia"    'ime   of   the  year,    Perhaps  if  we  ea~h  one 
strove   just   a    little  bit  harder  to   show  our  love   for  nhris     in  our  daily  lives, 

could  bring     bout  a  change  not  only  in  ourselves,  but  in  others  a-iund  us. 
Lent   1 s  not  the   only  time  when  we   should  be   graceful  and  thankful   for  the   sacri- 
-"ice   of  Jesus..  We     hould  be  grateful   and   thankful   all   of  our  lives.    Just   think 
"f  th~  pain  and   the  -uffering  endured   for  us,   by   the   Son   of  i"od.    Isn't   this 


4. 
rea -nn  enough  for  ua  to  want  to  change  ourselves  from  the  wea1',  sinful  people  that 
we  a-e?  And  we  are  weak,  and  we  do  sin,  contrary  to  the  feelings  and  the  belief 

soae..  One  of  the  doc+rines  of  '"he  Methodist  Church  has  to  do  with  striving  for 
perfection.  A  c  ntinual  s+riving  to  become  a  better  and  better  rverson..  Very  few 
Methodists  would  s**te  tha4-  they  can  reach  perfection  in  this  life.  But  one 
contractor  I  did  some  wTk  for,  very  frankly  and  s  riouly  staged  that  he  was 
perfect.  V.'hen  I  heard  him  state  this  I  told  him  I  never  re*Oi?ed  that  I  was  work- 
ing with  Jesus.  His  men  after  this  often  referred  to  him  as  Jesus.  Bat  you  see 
we  are  not  without  sin..  The  Psalmist  states,  "For  I  acknowledge  my  transgressions 
and  my  sin  is  ever  before  me."  But  i^T  we  point  our  thoughts  to  the  cross,  we 
can  realize  that  Jesus  died  for  our  sins.  That  we  can  have  forgiveness  for  our 
sins.  Many  things  have  been  written  down  through  the  years  about  the  cross,  which 
gives  us  some  indication  how  mens  thoughts  have  been  upon  it.  Si»  John  jowring 
who  was  m  a  distinguished  '-Englishman  wrote  the  hymn,  "In  the  Cross  of  Christ  I 
Glory."  In  it  he  states  the  love  that  comes  from  it.  The  peace  and  the  blessing 

brings  into  the  life  of  the  Christian.  We  may  have  sung  it  many  times  and  never 
given  it  much  thought.  I  would  like  to  share  it  with  you  once  again  and  perhaps 
if  we  were  to  take  its  words  to  heart  we  can  become  more  Christlike  in  our  lives. 
"In  the  cross  of  Christ  I  glory»  Towering  o'er  the  wrecks  of  time; 

All  the  light  of  sacred  story  gathers  round  its  head  sublime, 
.'hen  the  woes  of  life  o'ertake  me,  hopes  deceive  and  fears  annoy, 

:Tever  shall  the  cross  forsake  me;  LoJ  it  glows  with  peace  and  joy. 

./hen  the  sun  of  bliss  is  beaming  light  and  love  upon  my  way, 

Prom  the  cross  the  radiance  streaming  Adds  more  lister  to  the  day. 
-Sane  and  blessing,  pain  and  pleasure,  'y  the  cross  are  sanctified; 

Peace  is  there  that  knows  no  measure,  Joys  that  through  all  time  abide." 
Let  us  Tray. 
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I'ear  Daddy,  *ea^ 

4- 

The   cfiurc      ser  ice   you  had  was    ,_ 
-H-  I   liked   the      Bong  TELL  THE   ~TCRY. 
XIB2X#IIS   Today  ie   a  nice   day 
rsnr»t  it.? 

Love   ,ITancy 


iten    [editation  :  a-nh  5,   1 
Text:    Luke  9;    13-27 

As  mos+   of  yo^  ""'st   have    surmised   by  no",    I   h^ve  a   certain  lcve 

for  irmsfcc.    I    esne   ially  am  foad    of  hymns   and   thpir  background.  yfro  ¥r"*e  tl 

wh*    they   came  to  be   written,    and    ^he  thinking  of  the   nersoa  "ho  wrote  them. 

Thes-   t->  me   ara  very  intriguing   thoughts.    'Perhaps   "Oiae   of  "•ou  mpy   share   this 

love   also.    All   in  all   I   think  we    can  sa*elv   sav  that  music  in   the    "hmrch  has 

dist-'nct  part   in  the   service  and   -"-h^t  it  flays  s  uniq*(g  role  in  the  life   of 
the   worshipper,    ^or  my  theme  for   this  Lenten    «eai-on   I   have--   chosen  to  think   along 

the  lines   of  the   central  point   of -the   Season^  and   this  is  the   cross.    In  pa^t- 

4  cula-f   I   have   thought  fff*  us'ng   some   of  the  better  known   lenten  hymns  for  my 

background  ma+prial.    One   such  hymn  is  tftKxaaK   When  I    survey   The     .ond^ous   Cross* 

hen  I   survey  the   vd  nd'-ons   cross  on  which  the   prince   o"f*  floty  died, 
y    richest   gad  £  couftt  but  loss,    and  pour  contempt   on   all  my  pride. 

Isaac  Watts  wrote  this  beloved  hymn.    Hw  was   considered   and   often 
referred   to   as   the  father  of  Snglish  hymnody.    ':e   once  sadC  of  himself,    "It  was 
not     y  design  to  exalt  myself  to  the  rank  and  glory  of  poe+s:   but  I  was  ambitious 
to  be  a  servant  to  the   churches,    and  a  helper  to  the   joy  of  the  meanest   Christian. 
He  was  the  most   productive   of  the   hymn  writers  of  his  day.    During   his  lifetime 
he  practically   ruled    the   sanctuary  of  music  in  the   English  church.    His  hymns  and 
his   only  were   sung;    and      or  many  years  nothing  else  but   Watts  hymns  were   sung 
throughout  the   Snglish  speaking  world.   When  we  look  at  this  hymn  and  see  its 
solemnity,    its    religious  fervor  and   passion  we   cannot   help  but   agree  with  a 
Matthew  Arnold  who   considered  it    the  greatest  hymn  in  the   English   language. 

When  we  look  at  th     cr<  SB  fi  ;    ■'        ,     ,    03    obi         ou:     thoughts 

■  c     te  directed  to  it  we   can  perha-s  feel 
Colt  v*hcp  he  feA/ve4  -fche  W*t&g,    "fly  richest  gain  I  count  but  loi  .  ,    and       -  . 

/■    gn  we  honestly  think   of  the   cross   and   have;  pnythi'ng 
but   humility.-  All   the   things   of  this  world,    and  all   of  the  valued  possessions   we 
may  have,    shrink  to  nothingness  when  we   consider   the  enormity  of  this   sacrifice. 


?. 

"Forbid  it  Lord  that  I  should  boast,  Save  In  the  death  of  Christ  my  God; 
All  the  vain  thing's  that  charm  me  most,  I  sacrifice  them  to  His  blood." 

We  cannot  boast  of  anything  in  comparison  to  the  death  of  Christ. 
All  the  honors  and  the  riches  of  this  world  may  be  heaped  upon  us  or  poured  at  our 
feet,  and  yet  they  are  nothing  as  compared  to  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  A  man  must 
spend  Ms  life  in  the  service  of  mankind..  He  cannot  feanft  hoard  it  or  save  it. 
He  must  use  it.  He  cannot  stand  back  and  ask,  "What ' s  in  it  for  me?"  But  he  must 
ask,  "How  much  can  I  give?"  He  cannot  ask,  "What  is  the rsaf e  thing  to  do?"  But 
he  must  ask,  "What  is  the  right  thing  to  do?"  This  is  what  Christianity  demands 
of  th&se  who  will  serve..  This  is  what  Christianity  is  to  those  who  would  follow 
in  the  footsteps'  of  the  Master. 
"See  from  His  head,  His  hands,  His  feet,  Sorrow  and  love  flow  mingled  down;- 
Did  e'er  such  love  and  sorrow  meet,,  or  thorns  compose  so  rich  a  crown?" 

Jesus  knew  what  lay  ahead  when  He  spoke  to  His  disciples  and  told 
them  of  His  coming  suffering  and  death,  which  we  heard  read  as  our  Scripture- 
knew  that  the  agony  and  misery  would  be  horrible,  The  torture  would  be  cruel, 
and  the  death  slow.  He  must  have  known  what  crucifixion  was,  and  what  it  meant. 
When  He  was  about  eleven  years  old  a  man  named  Judas-  the  Galilean  had  led  a  re- 
bellion against  Home.  Whnt  he  had  done  was  to  raid  the  royal  armoury  at  Spphoris, 
which  was  only  four  miles  from  Nazareth.  The  Romans  burned  Sepphoris  to  the  ground 
sold  its  inhabitants  into  slavery  and  crucified  two  thousand  of  the  rebels,  ^hey 
were  executed  on  crosses  which  were  set  in  lines  along  the  roadside,  so  that  they 
would  serve  as  rKElHJ&Kix  a  warning  to  othere  who  might  be  temnted  to  rebel. 

So  Jesus  tells  His  followers  that  if  anyone  wants  to  be  a  follower 
of  His,  they  must  take  up  their  cross  every  day  and  follow  Him.  This  means  to 
be  willing  to  stick  our  necks  out  for  Him,  It  means  being  willing  to  forgo  the 
love  of  the  world  and  to  love  Him..  It  means  being  involved  in  life  where  it  is 
lived  and  not  to  close  ourselves  off  from  the  rest  of  the  world.   It  also  means 
„j  be  willing;  to  sacrifice  of  our  time,  of  our  money  to  serve  the  kingdom,  and 
it  means  to  be  willing  to  share  whatever  talents  we  are  blesses!  with,  with  others. 
Some  people  are  of  the  erroneous  idea  that  using  our  talents  only  apnlies  to  those 
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who  have  a  talent  such  as  singing  or  being  able  to  speak  and  to  preach.  But  this 
is  not  so.  All  of  us  have  talents  of  some  sort..  To  some  it  may  be  the  ability  to 
re   comfort  to  those  who  are  ill  or  need  consolation..  To  some  it  is  the  ability 
to  work  with  their  hands  and  to  show  others  how  to  do  this.  To  still  others  it 
Is  the  ability  to  teach  children  or  adults  for  that  matter.  "Jut  each  of  us  has 
these  abilities  and  if  we  do  not  use  them  we  are  not  accepting  our  Christian  duty. 
We  are  not  taking  up  our  cross  daily  and  following  Christ.  This  Is  what  He  meant 
when  He  told  his  disciples  this. 

There  are  two  seasons  of  the  Church  year  that  have  a  very  visible 
effect  on  most  people.  These  are  Christmas  and  Lent.,  lent  in  particular  effects 
more  ueople  I  think  because  it  mokes  us  aware  of  our  sinful  selves  and  what  the 
sacrifice  of  Jesus  means  to  us  as  His  followers.,  I  have  always  been  deeply  moved 
by  Lent  and  I  have  come  to  be  much  more  deeply  moved  at  this  season  since  I  have 
been  able  to  serve  in  my  uresent  capacity.  To  me  it  is  a  time  of  deep  soul  search- 
ing.. It  is  a  time  that  makes  me  aware  of  what  my  religion  is  all  about.  'Then  I 

...ntemrjlete  what  Jesus  did  for  me  1  can't  heln  but  echo  the  words  of  another  hymn 

Saviour 
that  Isaac  '.v'atts  wrote,  when  he  said,  "Alas  and  did  my  blees  and  did  my  sovereign 

die,  Did  He  devote  that  sacred  head  for  a  worm  such  as  I?  We  have  reformed  the 

wording  to  read,  "For  sinners  such  as  I. "  Somehow  the  word  worm  must  have  made 

some  ueople  snuirm  a  little  so  it  was  taken  out.  But  could  we  become  any  lower  than 

a  worm?  Perhaps  we  Strive  to  think  too  highly  of  ourselves  and  maybe  this  -aagr  bhx 

one  reason  why  religion  is  in  the  turmoil  it  is  today,  We  need  to  acknowledge 

our  sinfulness  and  our  need  of  salvation..  This  is  what  the  cross  is  all  about.. 

The  closing  verse  of  When  I  Survey  the  Wondrous  Cross,  I  believe 

is  one  of  the  most  meaningful  pieces  of  verse  ever  written  about  the  cross.  If 

you  and  I  and  every  professing  Christian  were  to  make  this  the  central  theme  in 

our  lives,,  perhaps  we  would  be  better  Christians,  Parhaps  we  would  feel  the  need 

just  a  little  more  to  be  willing  to  take  up  our  cross  dally. 

"were  the  whole  realm  of  nature  mine,.  That  were  a  present  far  too  small;- 

Love  so  amazing  so  divine,  Demands  my  soul,  mylife^  my  all.." 

Let  us  pray. 


/  Jfflwm  Lamartlne         11;00       3/9/69 
•Processional  Kymn    ^ 

/ 

/     -.    John    Jmlenton      9:30      3/9/69 

/     'Processional   Hymn     *■' 

1   Call  to  worship 

•Confession  of  Sin 

•-Choral   Call  to  Worship 

*      eurance   of  Pardon 

•Confession   of  Sin 

Scripture     Mark  11;    50-33 

*  Assurance   of  Pardon 

•Gloria  Pitri 

.sponeive   Reading  Sel    23  Pg.    575 

•Apostles   Creed 

Hymn   *ff 

•Pastoral  Prayer 

Scrioture     nark:   11;    30-33 

.::  khan 

•G-lori  e   Patri 

,'jmouneements 

•Apostles  Creed 

Pair.    16th   Rev.    Hiack 

•Pastoral  Prayer 

r.    ?3rd  Paul    Aloyi 

Anthem 

P'rish  Agreement  on  hoard 

Announcements 

16S0  not  loan,   but   subsidy  or  grant 

Mar.    16th  Rev.    ITiack 

r.if'"'     P*Jt^7~*e£?         "X}oo 

Kar.      23rd  Paul    J.oyi 

fl<(.   i-AV//4^ 

u~„  fry    i++w^       ~2_c  T#. 

Hj~*«    •%  f" 

A>-«t'- 

CfSjFi-^gRespotise,   prayer 
h'jnn     *™JT 

Offering,  Pnaprr 

Sermon 

•Hymn  /i  y 

Lord's  prayer 

-rmon 

Prayer  &  lord's   Prayer 

•n^nedietion 

•Hymn1?/* 

«      reefold   /men 

•Benediction 

fhreefold  Amen 

Removing  Mountains. 
Text;  Mark  11;  20-33 

Our  Scrioture  lesson  for  this  morning  had  to  do  with  prayer,  faith 
twd  authority..  Theses  are  three  very  heav$  subjects  to  try  to  cover  in  one  sermon 
to  be  sure.  However  I  only  intend  to  scratch  the  surface  so  to  speak,  in  order 
to  point  out  the  relevance  of  these  subjects  to  the  cross*  As  JOB  most  of  you 
know,  the  central  themg  we  are  covering  is  the  cross.  Each  one  of  t'-.ese^  three 
subjects  has  something  specific  to  do  with  the  cross.  At  sometime  in  the  futmre 
I  intend  to  devote  a  sermon  or  series  of  them  on  prayer-  So  at  this  time  I  will 
not  delve  into  it  too  deeply. 

Jesus  was  telling  His  listeners  a  very  common  Jewish  nhrase.  It 
was  a  very  vivid  phrase  used  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  difficulties* 
A  good  teacher  who  could  remove  the  difficulties  from  the  minds  of  his  scholars, 
was  called,  "A  mountain  mover.."  What  the  phrase  really  means  as  Jesus  used  it, 
is  that  if  we  have  real  faith,  prayer  is  a  power  that  can  solve  any  problem,  and 
make  us  able  to  overcome  any  difficulty.   This  may  sound  very  matter  of  fact  and 
so  simple  that  it  may  cause  some  to  say,  "Get  him,  its  easier  said  than  done.." 
Which  is  all  very  true..  But  it  means  first  that  we  must  be  willing  to  take  our 
problems  and  our  difficulties  to  God..  This  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  do  how- 
ever.. Many  times  what  we  want  or  what  we  wish  is  something  that  we  should  not 
want  at  all..  Many  times  it  is  a  thing  that  we  should  not  even  think  of  doing* 
Many  times  it  is  something  of  which  we  have  no  right  to  ask-  So  the  real  test  in 
all  of  this  is  that  we  ask  ourselves  the  nuestion*  "Can  I  go  to  God  with  this  and 
exoect  His  help?"  Then  if  it  meets  1fts  test  we  should  go  to  God  with  it.  Then 
secondly  we  must  be  willing  to  acce-ot  God's  guidance  when  He  gives  it  to  us.. 

It  is  useless  for  us  to  ask  for  God's  help  and  guidance  If  we  are  not  repdy  to 

may 
be  humble  and  accept  what  His  answer/ aiii  be* 

Kow  if  we  follow  along  with  Jesus  during  the  week  of  His  passion, 

*n   see  that  on  the  evening  of  the  Last  Supnwr,  He  went  to  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane, 

and  prayed  fervently  on  t  ree  different  occasions..  What  Is  recorded  is  that  He 

prayed  that  the  suffering  and  the  agony  and  the  cross  itself  would  be  taken  from 

Him.  That  He  be  spared  the  Tdeal  which  TTe  felt  was  the  Father's  will*  tfa  are  not 
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>in  any  of  the  Gospel  accounts  that  His  -orayer  was  answered.  At  least  not  in  so 

many  words,  lut  we  are  led  to  believe  that  His  prayer  was  answered.  At  least  it 

■  pears  as  though  this  may  have  been  the  case,  by  the  words  Fe  used  after  He 

finished  His  third  nrayer.  He  sai'd,ta  Hi's  disciples,.  "The  hour  has  come.."  By  this 

it  would  seem  that  He  definetily  had  Rf8  answer.  And  during  the  hours  that  He  hung 

on  the  cross  He  prayed  to  God..  So  Jesus  points  us  to  prayer  by  His  very  actions* 

He  knew  what  tirayer  was  for  He  used  it  often.  And  so  should  we.. 

The  faith  that  Jesus  said  could  move  mountains  was  another,  He  M&* 

A 

time  after  time..  We  can  leaf  through  the  Gospels  and  find  ouite  a  few  incidents 
where  He  points  to  faith  or  dispjays  it  in  His  own  life*  The  thought  occurred  to 
me  this  week  when  I  thought  of  leafing  through  the  Gospels,  that  Perhaps  what  we 
should  do  In  Church  each  week  is  to  ask  a  cmestion  that  can  only  be  answered  by 
doing  some  research  in  our  Bibles*  In  this  way  we  could  perhaps  get  more  people 
to  use  their  Bibles.. -jfeMtacvs   the  person  with  the   right  answer  the  next   Sunday 


could  be  given   a  hundred  green  stamps   or  something..  Pesiw^s   phis     may  be  frowned 
i.  .  by  some  but  we  do  need  more   Bible   reading  in  our   religion.    But  getting  back   to 
the  subject,  Jesus  was  a  man  of  faith.   He  had  the  faith  that  His  gather  was  with 
Him  in  all   things..  If  only  we   could  have   this  absolute,  unrelenting  faith  such  as 
Christ*     tat   you  see  we   are   subject   to   the   human  failing  of  being  weak*  We  want   to 
have   this  unswerving  faith,   but  we  always  bring  our   reservations   into  the   cir- 
cumstance..  We   think,    "Maybe   He  won't   answer  my  prayer."  or,  maybe   God  won't  be 
with  me,"   If   I    try  this   I   just  know  I   am  going  to  do   it   all  wrong,"  or   things 
such  as  this.    3ut  you   see  God  is  with  us  and  He  will  be  with  us  if  we  just  put 
ourselves   into   His  hands*   I   think  most   of  you   can  remember  the   insutance   slogan   I 
used  on  one   occasion,   how,    "You  are   in  good  hands  with  God. "  Well  this  is  how 
Jesus  lived,    and   certainly  If  it  worked  for  Him  it   can  work  for  us*  But  we  must 
believe   it   first  and   then  act  upon  it*   This   is   the   only  secret.    First  belief  and 
then  action. 

In  the   Temple  mentioned   in   our  Scr-iiDture  were   two   famous   cloisters. 
How  a  cloister  as  ±n  this   instance  was   a   covered   way  walled   on   one    side   and   col- 
onnaded  on   the   other.    One  of  these   cloisters  was   on  the  East  and   one   on   the 
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southside  of  the  Couft  of  the  Gentiles.  The  one  on  the  east  was  called  Solomons 

porch.  It  was  reportedly  a  magnificent  arcade  made  by  Corinthian  columns  35  feet 

?h.  The  one  on  the  south  was  even  more  magnificent.  It  was  formed  by  four  rows 
of  white  marble  columns  each  6  feet  in  diameter  and  30  feet  high  ..  There  were 

16?  of  them.  It  was  a  common  thing  for  Rabbis  and  teachers  to  stroll  among  these 

columns  and  teach  as  they  walked-  Most  of  the  great  cities  of  ancient  times  had 

these  cloisters  and  arcades.  They  gave  shelter  from  the  sun  and  the  wind  end  the 

rain.  And  it  was  a  plain  fact  that  in  smistxHfxthese  places  most  of  the  religious 

and  uhilosonhic  teaching  was  done..  One  of  the  most  famous  schools  of  thought  was 

that  of  the  stoics-  They  received  their  name  from  the  fact  that  Zeno  their  founder 

taught  as  he  walked  in  ,  "The  Painted  Porch,"  in  Athens.  The  word  stoa  means ''porch 

or  arcade^  and  the  stoics  were  the  school  of  the  porch-  It  was  in  these  cloisters 

in  the  Tem-ole  that  Jesus  was  walking  and  teaching.  This  is  where  He  was  confronted 

by  the  chief  priests  and  the  scribes  and  elders-  Tuey  asxed  Him  the  question, 

"What  authority  in  have  you  for  4Eirax±kKXHXife±ji£s  acting  like  this,  o$  who  p-ave 

"  u  the  authority  to  do  these  things-"  Jesus  answer  was  a  question  for  theiji.  Had 

He  answered  that  He  was^  acting  under  His  own  authority  they  could  have  arrested 

Him.  And  Had  He  answered  that  He  was  acting  by  the  authority  of  God,  He  could  have 

been  arrested  on  the  charge  of  blasphemy.  His  ouestion  was  about  John  the  Baptist, 

whether  his  work  was  human  or  divine-  They  in  turn  knew  that  if  they  answered 

that  it  was  divine  then  Jesus  would  esk  why  they  were  against  him-  MM— —a 

±iByxsaiiax±h2±xl±  They  also  knew  that  if  they  replied  that  John's  work  was  divine 

this  would  mean  that  they  must  accept  Jesus  as  the  Messiah,  since  John  pointed 

all  men  to  Jesus  as  the  Messiah,  If  however  they  said  John's  work  was  human,  they 

stood  against  the  people  since  the  death  of  John  had  made  him  a  martyr  and  he  was 

accepted  as  a  pronhet.  So  they  answered  that  they  did  not  know.  To  which  Jesus 

replied  that  neither  would  He  answer  their  question.  But  Jesus  always  showed  and 

said  by  what  authority  He  did  things-  It  was  always  done  with  the  authority  of 

1.  Jesus  accepted  this  authority..  He  never  flinched  from  ft  or  failed  to  do  it. 

In  fact  He  tried  in  all  things  to  do  what  God  wanted  Him^  to  do.  He  emphasized 

the  fact  that  God  sent  Him  into  the  world  to  do  His  will..  This  is  what  we  have  a 

real  need  for  in  our  present  day-  We  need  to  accept  the  authority  of  God  in  our 


4. 
lives.  In  fact  a  large  segment  of  our  society  needs  to  learn  to  accept  authority 
as  it  comes  to  us  from  our  elected  officials  and  our  police.  The  rule  too  often 

pXtrffLC  OF      fCAir       3 'Ait-JTk.    (  'f *,&*&&  A^f6 

*    day  is  to  try  to  resist  authority  and  to  try  to  do  everything  against  it*  JS^fS 
'.is  a  form  of  evading  the  truth.  And  the  truth  is  that  lavs  and  regulations  are 
made  for  our  own  good..  The  laws  of  God  protect  us  from  the  perils  and  nitfalis 
of  life..  But  if  we  break  these  laws  and  resist  the  authority  of  God  we  are  not 
facing  up  to  the  consenuences.  We  are  deceiving  ourselves*  We  become  more  deeply 
enmeshed  in  our  own  circumstances  and  eventually  find  ourselves  helpless-  But  if 
we  try  to  follow  the  authority  of  God  we  can  find  consolation  and  peace  not  only 
in  out  troubled  world,,  but  in  our  troubled  lives..  This  is  the  lesson  we  must  learn 
from  the  examule  of  Jesus. 

Jesus  taught  us  about  ^rayer,.  He  taught  us  about  faith,,  and  He 
taught  us  about  the  authority  of  God.  If  we  mm  try  to  observe  all  of  these  things 
in  our  lives,  we  can  live  with  ourselves  knowing  that  God  is  with  us.  This  is 
where  we  gain  the  peace  that  passes  all  understandings  This  is  being  a  Christian- 
i  our  lives  gain  the  meaning  that  they  should  have-  These  are  the  lessons  Jesus 
taught  us  and  if  we  are  willing  to  accept  what  He  has  offered  us,  then  we  will 
live  in  this  light-     Let  us  oray. 
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Salem  Lamartin*  9:jO      3/50/  69 

t.    John'*    Snelnton     ll:vo     3/30/69 

♦  Processional  T-jmn    /■''■' 

•rrocessional   Ijymn      /J/ 

•CUoral   Call  to   Worship 

•Choral   Cr-11   to  Worship 

'     infession  of   Sin 

*"  adession  of  Sin 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon 

•    Assurance  of  Pardon 

icrinture     John  11:   ^5-57,   12:   »-I9 
•Gloria  Pntri 

Responsive  Reading  Sel    ?B,   2g,    579 

Hymn    /))- 

: oripture  John     ll:?5-57,   IP:   _-19 

•Apostles  Creed 

•Pastoral  Prnyt?r 

•Slorla  Patri 

fjithem 

•Apostles   Creed 

Announcements 

•1-p.storal  Prayer  ft  Response 

Aiithem 

ft/?  i-'/t     /f<-../    ^>s*.     7.'J* 

A^iHoun  cements 

;   J* 

C/Vm     w*r    J/Je 

Ho   Lenten   Service   today .. 

Good  Friday  service  Pres,    Cuurch   2:u0 

fif^iA   fA*cri<.l£.    /'  2e 

Mid—  week  service  Salem  7:j0  Wed. 
Trial  of  Jesus. 

consistory   tues  7:j0 

<-/\«TffA      Tf-"'T      7-  j,     J7|^ 

f1*i      fft.<.vl/}        P-AiA<-      /V..'      X ,\t. 

Offering,    Response,    Prayer 

Oxferi:i^,    ?rayer 

Hymn     /7i 
">rman 

Hymn  /tf 
Sermon 

ayer  &  i/urd'o  Prayer 

layer  ft  lord's  irsyer 

*Sgma   /j"- 

- 0)  mn  /  V 
•Benediction 

•Jened lotion 

•Threefold   Anen 

*7nreefold   Amen 

The  Prince   of  Peace 

John   12;    12-19 
"    ih     9;    9-12 

The  Passover,.  Pentecost  and  Tabernacles  were  the  three  compulsory- 
festivals  of  the  Jews.      It  was  to  the  Feast  of  the  Passover  that  the  Jews  literally 
c-me  from'  the  ends   of  the   earth   to  Jerusalem..  It  mattered  not  where  a  Jew  lived, 
but  it  was  his  one  main  ambition  in   life  to  observe   one  Passover  in  Jerusalem. 
To  this  very  day  whenever  Jews  observe   the  Passover  In  a  foreign  land,.   (    and   all 
nations  are  foreign  to  them   except   Israel),    they  say,    "This  year  here;   next  year 
in  Jerusalem."   At   this  time   of  the  feast  Jerusalem  and   its   surrounding  areas 
were   crowded  to   the  hilt.    At  one  time  there  was  a  census  taken  of   the   lambs   slain, 
and   the  number  given  was   256^500.    Tnere  had   to  be  a  minimum   of  ten   ueople  per 
lamb,    so  this  means  that  there  must  have  been  2, 700, 00f people  at  the  Passover 
feast,  jjgw  even  if  this  figure  is  exaggerated   t   it  means  that  the   crown.-   nrust 
Iteve  been  immense*  So  you  see  the  ]    opla  who  got  to  Bee  Jesus  amounted  ' te 

. 

There  must  have  been  two  very  distinct   erowds.    the  oi  "  must 

have   come  to  sec   the  man  who  raised  Lazarus  from  the  dead,   fts»  other  crowd  must 
have  KsaiHxxHXKSH  been  the   crowd  that  had  been  accompanying  H^m  and   simply  surged 
along  to  Jerusalem   \n.  th  SHU      la  any  event   these   t-o  crowds  were  merged  into   one 

and   togeftner  they  formed   one   huge    throng..   To  be   sure   there  must  have  been  a  large 
number  in   the   crowd  who  were   simply   sightseers.    Vfe  have  this  pretty  much  in   our 
world  today,   don't  we?  Unenever  anyone   of  prominence  or  importance  comes  to   town 
we  want  to  get   a  glimpse   of  him.    Tbla   is  only  normal   curiosity.    Here  was  a  man 
who  had   raised   someone   from  the   dead,,   or  so   the   rumour  went,,   and  He  was  a  celebrity 
of  sorts.    He  was   considered  as  being  sensational..  Woulid,x  our  various  news  media 
have   a  field  day  vd  .'■  ;hi  ■  ■  as   sensational  as   this? 

T^en  a   certain  amount   of  the   crowd   were  following  Jesus  as   a   con- 
uuering  hero..  Tula  was  in  fact   the  ■predominant   atmosphere   of  the   entire  scene. 
Tuey  greeted  Hian   with  the  words,    "HusannaJ   Bles   £ngs  on    bi      r.±ng.  of  Israel,   who 

comes   in   the  name   of  the  Ludd.  "     i.'ow,    the   word  Hosana  is    the  Hebrew  for,    B  3-ve 
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new. "  3u   the  shout  of  the   crowd  was  very  similar  to  the   cry  today     of,    ffiud  save 

the  king,"     TuM  it]        /  jh    the  people  greeted  Jesus  are  extremely  enlight- 

ing.    T^ey  are   a   quotation  from  Psalm  113;    25   and    26   \.r'iich   reads,    "Save  now  I 

ueseech  thee   ,OLord:0  lord  I  ueseech  thee,    send  now  prosperity.    3-i.essed  he  he 

that   craeth  in   the   name   of  the  Lord:    we  have  blessed  you   out  of  the   house   of  the 

Lurd.."     Tuis  Psalm    h   d   nan;/   connections   and   these   connections   were  very  much  in 

the  minds  of  these  peoole.      Tuis  was   the   last  Psalm  of  a  group  known   as  Hallel, 

Psalms  113-  118  were  known   as   the  Hallel.    T.ie  word  Hallel  means,.    "P  Praise  God„" 
Svery  Jewish  hoy  had  to  learn  these  Psalms.    And   since   these  people  used  these 

Poalms  in  the  worship  during  these  Passover  feasts  when  Jesus  came   riding  a  do 

conquering  hero,,  who  was  going  to  overthrow  ana  their  Roman  enemies   and   restore 
them  into   a  peaceful  kingdom    again.    Tne   sign  of  Jesus  riding  on  a  donkey  also 
identiTied  Jesus  as  the  Messiah.    As  God*s  anointed  one.   'low  this  identification 
came  from  the  prophecy  of  Zechariah  in  the  9th  chapter  the  9th  verse.    Wni ab- 
ates,   "Rejoice  heart  and   soul,    daughter  of  SionJ.     3u.out  with  gbidness,   daughter 
of  Jerusalem.'      See  now,,  your  ^cing  comes  to  you;    he   is  victorious,    he   is   triumphant, 
humble   and   riding  on  a  donkey,    on   a  colt,,  the   foal   of  a  donkey."  A*>  we  said,    this 
act  of  Jesus  identified  Him  as  the  Messiah.    Hot  as  any  just  any  kind  of  king,    but 

3   Messiah.    ?ue   special   anointed  one   of  God*   And   as   a  special   sign   He   came   riding 
a  donkey  which  especially  Identified   Him  as  a  king  of  peace,    ffra«  "To  j;    ^q  noble 
warrior  men  dreamed  of  and   longed  for..  Not  the   celebrated   fighter  for  Israel*   But 
the    "Prince  of  Peace-     Su  much  for  the  background  of  these  verses..   But  before  we 
leave    off  in  scripture,    perhaps   we   should  look   at  one   final  verse..   Tuis  verse 
perhaps  holds   the  key  to  the  thinking  of  the  Jewiah  authorities  of  Jea*s  day. 
Perhaps  it  should  be  the  theme  of  all  of  Christendom.   The  Pharisees  according  to 
John,    said   to  one   another,.    "You  see,   there   is  nothing  you   can  do;    look,,   the  whole 
world   Is   running  after  Him,. "  Tnis  was   a  sign  of  fear  among  these  men.    Ti;ey  knew 

.at   their  authority  had  been   threatened   for  some    time  by  thiB  nan.   Taey  knew  that 
He  had   raised  doubts  in  the  minds  of  many  people   as  to   their  wisdom   and   their 
righteousness.    He   had  dared   to   call  them  names   and  to  make   absolute   fools   of  them 
at  em-ry  opportunity.   He  had  made  them  lose  face  in  front  of  those  they  were 
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trying  to  impress  with  their  piety  and  importance  as  men  of  the  letter  of  the  law* 
But  here  was  this  young  scoundrel  showing  then  up  for  what  they  were  and  He  did  it 
th  a  religious  fervor,  Tuey  were  angry  and  they  were  embarrassed,  but  unwittingly 
they  paid  Him  the  highest  compliment  that  perhaps  was  ever  paid  to  Jesus.   T^ey 
said,  "Luok,  the  whole  world  is  running  after  Him.." 

Tuis  was  not  true  then,  nor  is  it  true  now.  Jesus  never  had  the 

whole  world  following  Him  and  He  does  not  have  it  now..  Ah,  but  were  this  true. 
Tuink  of  the  world  and  what  it  would  be  like.  We  would  have  no  fear  of  any  nation 
or  people.  We  would  have  no  fear  of  our  neighbors.  Tnere  would  be  no  doubts  as  to 
the  intent  of  certain  people.  But  this  is  perhaps  wishful  Christian  thinking.  We 
learn  very  early  In  our  Christian  lives  that  there  are  those  in  the  world  who 
do  not  love  us..  We  learn  that  there  are  those  who  will  take  advantage  of  us.   We 
learn  that  the  world  can  many  times  be  a  very  nasty  place  in  which  to  live. 

IonU  it  perhaps  strange,  or  at  least  a  bit  ironic,  that  a  very 
famous  man  in  the  world  lies  in  state  in  our  nations  capital,  and  thousands  of 
people  will  file  past  his  ooffln  paying  their  respects  to  him2  On  this  day  ^  r 
we  commemorate  as  the  day  that  our  Lord  rode  through  the  streets  of  Jerusalem  and 
He  too  was  hailed  and  respected.   vj  one  is  going  to  shout,  "Hosanna"as  i,hey  -jass 
the  coffin  of  L.e,  But  very  similarly  they  are  greeting  him  as  the  hero  he  was 
acclaimed  to  be.  Take  his  particular  life  as  an  example  axxsanEK  among  the  lives 
of  men  who  have  been  in  the  public  eye.  He  was  first  noted  as  a  military  genius  of 
sorts.  For  this  he  was  acclaimed  at  the  end  of  the  war  with  a  heroes  welcome. 
Tuen  he  entered  noli  tics  and  was  cheered  and  hailed  by  millions  of  people  where- 
ever  he  went.  But  does  this  mean  that  all  his  life  was  one  of  peace  and  tranquilly 
ity?  Hb  was  hailed  and  cheered  xxx-KxxtiuexB  when  he  was  elected,  but  several  weeks 
and  months  later  there  were  those  who  were  calling  for  his  blood..  What  I  am  trying 
to  noint  out  is  a  human  example  of  one  man,  and  how  the  example  of  Jesus  is  par- 
oled in  human  form..  Just  a  few  brief  days  after  His  triumphant  entry  into  Jer- 
usalem, the  same  mob  who  greeted  Him  cried  for  His  death.  Human  nature  hasn'  t, 
changed  much  in  2000  years  has  it? 

need  to  look  into  our  lives  and  see  if  perhaps  we  shout  our 


4. 
Husannas  with   the   crowd   today  and   then   shout,    "Crucify  Hia "tomorrow.    Qu.  I  ^now 
this   is   silly   to   say   that  we   can  do   this   literally.    I   ..now  that  this  hapnened 

}0  years    sgo   and  we    can1-  possibly  be   a  part  of  that   throng.    But  we   can  become 
a  part  of  the  mob,   not   in  the  literal   sense,   but  when  we   refuse   to  give   the  proper 
place  to  Him   in  our  hearts,    Vuen  we  turn   away  from  Him  and   refuse   to   love  Him   p.s 
we  should.    Our  whole   Christianity  hinges  on  this  man..    Eula  Jesus,    Tne  Curist.   T±±e 
Messiah.    Tne  Prince   of  Peace.      Let  us  not   love   Him  today  and  hate   Him  tomorrow.. 
Let  us  not   have  a  hot   and   cold   Cnristianity.   Let  us  band  together   and  be   the  will- 
ing workers   for  Christ   and  the  kingdom  of  G-odfc     CL.ly  in  this  way  can  we   sepsrate 
ourselves  from  the  rest  of  the  world.      CUly  then  can  we  have  our  true  identity 
stamped  won  us   for  all   to   see..    "I   am  a  Christian,,  and  a  practising  Christian," 
our  label   should   read.    We  sing,    "0^  come   to  my  heart  Lord  Jesus,    there   is   room 
in  my  heart  for  Tuee. "  But  is  there?     Do  we  love  Him  as  we   should?   And  do  we 
care   enough   about  what  He  did  for  us?     V/e    can  only  prove  it   and   show  It  by  our 
lives..  Tne  re  is  no  other  yardstick  by  which  we   can  measure  it.    There  Is  no   other 
.    .,/  that  we   can  show  it.      Tne  choice  is  ours*  Tne   time  Is  now. 

Tuere   is   a  noen  whose  author  will  forever  remain  anonymous.    It  is 
entitled,,    TT^e  Gospel    According  to  You. "     It  sums  up  what  I  nave  been  trying  in 
my  feeble  way  to  impart.   Page  115    "T„e  3est  Loved  Religious  Poems"  uy  J.G>   Lawson. 
Let  us  pray* 
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My  Redeemer  Livertti 

Text:    John   20;    1-29 

Last  year  on  one  of  the  "utler  radio  stations, I  heard  one  of  the 
annoncers  make  the  statement,  "3aster  is  fast  becoming  another  '"      as,  !'  He 

i  vent  on  to  extol  the  merits  of  the  ro&uct  he  war-  selling  and  ho   it  ould 
Le  much  appreciated  and  accented  by  whoever  it  was  given  to  .  I  shuddered  to 

think  that   erhaas  the  statement  he  made  is  true,  however  I  do  not  think  that  we 

■  /  TV 

have   reached  the  point   of   comiiOrci:lization   such  as.  Christmas  he.g  booome.      It 
seems  as  though  faster  does  net  have  the  sentimental  effect  as  that  of  Christmas.. 
We  do  have  some   tjoamercfallsa  hut  3      no  grei     .      i   sec  ^o  ciuna   wruiie,with 

the  Ehlldren  enjoying  their  visit  from  the  Easter  lunny.    Provided  of  course  that 
their  parents  take  the  time    and    the   effort   to   ±b±±  teach  them  what   the  true  mean- 
ing of  Daster  is.    It   should  not   evolve  to   the  place  where   it  is  jjia   just   another 
day  of  feart-      ;    and!   revelry..  Tor  should   it  become  a  day  in  which  we   can   show  off 
all   of  our  new  finery.    Each  of  these   things   can   have   their  place  in   our  celebration 

:aster  and   rightly  so.    "But  if  one   or  the   other  overshadows  the   real  purpose 
then  we   could   very  easily  have   faster  become   another  Christmas. 

In   selecting  our   Scripture  for   this  morning  I   read   each  of  the 
Gospel  accounts  of  the   resurrection  to   see  which  I  wanted  to  use..  I   chose  John's 
Gospel  because   there  was   one   sentence  that  Jesus   spoke  that  made  me   stop  and  think* 
I'ary  ilagcalene  went   to  the   tomb   to  visit  Jesus.    This   is  very   similar  to   someone 
visitln/;  a  ceraetary.    It  was   the   custom  in  Palestine  to   visit   the   tomb   of  a  loved  one 
for  three  days  after  its  burial.    They  believed    that   the    spirit  of   the  loved   one 

hovered  over  the   tomb  for  three  days  and  only  after  that  did  it  depart,   for  by 
then  the  body  was  decaying..  U  on  looking  into   the   tomb   she   saw  that  Jesus  was  not 
there..  Instead   she  saw  two  mx3%   angel 83  sitting  there.    She   answered   their  quest- 
ion and  turn!'"   around   she   saw  Jesus  but  did  n't   recognize  Hin.    And   TTis   ooestion 
to  her  was,    "./ho  are  you  looking  for.  "  V/e  could  each  ask  this  question  todt.y„ 

-.it  we   s        Id    -..loo   add    co   it    uwo  more   question.    V/e   should   ask,    "'There  are   we 
looking*."  and  ttUhat  are  we  loo&lng  t  .'.'' 

So  t]      question  of  where  are  \  ■    It  Mking  w<    mnsl    lo  It     1    oi 


liver   and   cur  everday  nr.v.i'  : .  .    Are  we   looking   only  at   the  vain  things   Of    bMs 
world,  hav«    we   Bet   err  sights    upon  the  things  beyond   this  life?    This  is  a 

'     ry  important   question   fo  to     hink  about.    Too  often  especially  when  we 

younger  we  don't  think  much  or  even  care  ahoitxt  eternity.   Because  that  fa  such    t  is 
Trrrtnrf^f  way  off.    We  too  often  think  that   since   the  Bible   spealcs  of  the  lifetime 
of  man   as  being  three  score   and  ten  that  th£a   8    quarantee  that  we   wil]    all   lire 
this  long..   But    this  is  not   so  my  friends  and  I   don't  think   I  need   to  point  out 
specific   examples     Bi     fcM(  .    You  all  know  of  cases  where   people  have  died  wry  j-nwrg 

jtand.  so  do  I.    B&t  it  isn't   '.  _         live  that  natters,    it  is  what  we  do  with 

'  /S 

our  lives  that  «**e  in    irtant. 

Paul  had  this  prohlem  with  the   Church  in  Corfu  h..  in     hi    :  . "   ' 

chapter  of  1st   Corinthians  we   read  Paul's   famous    chapter  on  immortality.    He   ad- 

Hcmiahes  the    Corinthians  because  of  their  lack  of  belief.    They  livedthe  motto   of 

eat,    dri   k   and   be  merry.    And  Paul  takes  the  opportunity  to   tell  them  of  hi  s  ideas 

on   the  ressurrection   of  Jesus,    hilliam  Barclay  -saye   on  this   subject,.  "Take  away 

e  thought  of   a  life  to   come  and   this  life  losses  its  values.    Take  away  the   idea 

that  this  life  is  a  discipline  and  a  preparation  for  a  greater  life  to   come  and 

the  bonds  of  all  honor  anrf morality  are   loosened.."     But  we   should  live   the  best   life 

we  can.  Not  "because  of  a  promised  reward,   but  because  our  lives   ehouli  be  dedicated 

doing  &<>   'J  r*r  — v 

to  doing  good  and  tas±ape  the  best  we   can.  Jesus   showed  us  the  way  and  we   should 

follow* 

What  are  we  looking  for?  Do  we  seek  signs?  Do  we  look  for  special 

revelations  to  lead  us?  Too  often  the  answers  are  yes.  A  group  out  in  California 

nredicted  that  California  was  to  slide  into  the  sea  and  disappear  on  the  4th  of 

April  I  believe..  But  it  didn't  happen.  People  everywhere  are  looking  for  signs 

of  things  to  be.  People  are  consulting  everything  from  tea  leaves  to  attending 

spiritual  seances  to  contact  the  future,   Y.'hy  all  this  concern  for  the  future? 

The  only  answer  possible  i   1  '  >ar  of  wl  .  nhe  reason  for  the  fear  is 

.e  fact  that  the  life  involved  has  not  been  lived  as  it  should.  If  we  live  our 

lives  in  the  service  of  mankind.  That  is,  acting  as  the  Lord  wants  us  to,  then 

we  need  have  no  fear  of  death  or  what  is  to  caQtf*.  Paul  again  made  this  clear  when 

he  said  that  neither  life  nor  death  nor  hell  or  anything  else,  shall  separate  us 

y        -  j 


7. 
froB  the  live  of  God.   WHat  are  we  looking  for?    ,.re   should  be  looking  to  do  the 
will   of  our  Father  and   to   live  as  He  wants  us  to    live.    Then  we   can  answer  we   rre 
looking  for  the  greeting  at   the    end   of  life,    ,r,.Tell   dine  good   and  faithful   servant, 
enter  into   the    joy  of  your  Lord.  " 

/?  ^/~  Jesus  asked  the  most  important   question  of  all,    what/ He  snid,     '..'ho 
are  you  looking  for?"     fter  He  died,   everyone  thought  that  this  was  the  end.    They 
did  not  understand  that  He  had  said  He  would  come  hack*  So   they  grieved  as  anyone 
does  at   the  loss  of  a  loved   one.    3ut  here  He  was  in  the   risen  body  asking  the 
obvious   nuestion,    "Who  are  you  looking  for. " 

Some  people  go  through  life  never  knowing  the  answer  ftorjfris 

m*ee*ian.    While  others  show  it  almost  all  of  their  lives..  The  difference  between 
them  is  what   they  put  into   life  and  what  they  take  out.      I   heard   of  a  rather 
wonderful   thin-  on  Friday  on   the   radio*   One   of   the  disk   jockeys  was   telling  of  a 
tour  of  the   Holy  land   he  had  made  four  years   ago.    He   said   that   he  went   to   see  a 
fairly  famous  woman  who   had  written  a  book  about  wild  flowers  of  the   Holy  land, 

1  several  others   articles..   She  originally  was  born  and   lived  in    Chicago.    Bat   her 
fat!  er  had  decided  he  wented  to   live   as   close  to   Christ  as  he   could  get,    so   he 
moved  the  family  to  Jerusalem.    Co  this  girl  grew  up  there.,  «*TgTta4^Trmf     This 
announcer  had  a  tape   recording  made   with  this  woman  and   on  it  she  told   of  an 
evening  before   Christmas   eve.    She  was   climbing  a  hill  near  Bethlehem.   She   and   a 
group   of  young  tieople  were   goin-  to   sing  carols  from  atop   the  hill..  On   the  way 
she  met  a  man  lending  a  donkey  and  on  the  donkey  sat  a  woman..  Another  very  old 
lady  walked  beside   them   carrying  a  bundle  of  very  dirty  filthy  rage.    The  man   asked 
this  woman  where  he   could  get  hel.i  for  his  wife..  He  said  he  had  ap-olied   at  the 
hospital  and  was  refused.    He  said  his  wife  had  had  a  baby  a  few  days  before   and 


was  very  ill.    IWa  winnmi,    Bertha  bjbUBMue,    examined   the  bundle   of  dirty   rags  and 
discovered    that   they   covered   a  few  days  old  baby .1  Bertha  took  the  family  into 
tow  and  went  to   the   hospital   and  had   the  wife   admitted.      The  next   day  she   saw 

neone   standing  at   the  gate   kt  the   end   of  her  walk*   It   was   a  man   and  he  called 
to   her.    She  went  out   end  here  it   was   the   husband   to  the  woman  who  was  ill.    He 
begged   her  and   pleaded  vith  her  to  take   his   child,    that  he  held  in  his  arms* 


4. 
He   explain -d   that  his  v;:  no   hoae   other  than  a 

cave  where  he  and  his  mother  lived.    "!e   told   her   that   she   could    give   his   son 
""Miy  bc-nefits  that  he  could  not..   So   after  much  oleading   she   too!c   the  boy.   She 
n::ned   hia  Noel,   because  it  was  on  Christmas  eve  that  she  got  him..     With  this  one 
child  as  a  start,    she  organized  xaxx  a  childrens  hospital   and  home-  What  this 
story  points  out  is  the  fact  that  for  this  woman,    Christ  was  alive  and  living  in 
her*   She  had  no  doubts  as   to  Fls   resurrection.   She  lived   her  life  as  a  Christian   s 
should..  She  lived   it   as  the  Master  wants  us  to.    She  didn't  need  an  answer  tO 
Jesus    question    ts£t    "Who   are  you  looking  for?"   She  gave  it  in  her  deeds  and    her 
everyday  life. 

Many  times  we  do  not  know  what   it   is  that  we   can't   find,   but  we 
have  the  feeling  that   something  isn't    right.    Something  is  missing.    Have  you  ever 
had   that   feeling?  Usually  we  will    find   that   the  thing  that   is  missing  has  been 
with  us   all   the  time.    And   that  is  Jesua  in  our  hearts.  Jesus   in  our  lives*-     TJe 
lives  in  each  of  us,    and   lie  is  waiting  today   to  help  us   as  we  travel  our  some- 

'ies  weary  tiresome   course  through   life.,  "et   from  Fim  we   can  gain    the   strength 
we  need. 

The  answers   to  where,    what   and  who   we  are  looking  for,    can  be 
•nd   in  the  hearts  of  each  one  of  us.    Our  outlook  on   life,    our  feelings  toward 
the  rest  of  Cod's  creation  and   hon   we  look  at  our  In  this  life,    a] 

to  shape  our  individual   Christianity,     Bat  it  we  carry   Shrist  In   sur  hearts  and 
love  Him  as  our  Risen  Lord  we  need  not  fear  the  present   or  the    futu  -:.   He  will 
lead  us  and  He  will  guide  us.     He  overcame  death  itself  and  this  is  the   joy  and 
promise  of  Easter,*  Uothing  can  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  through  Jesus 
/^Christ.    This  is   the  message  for   today   and  fo   always.  Let  us  pray. 


^/r#     ^u^    « 


ST.  PETCR'5  UNITED  CHURCH  DF  CHRIST 

fteu.  L,  Collins  Defibaugh,  raster 
Rr,  Perry  Lewis,   Minister  of  tfusic 
PENTECOST  SUNDAY  ffiay  25j  io6o 

Ralph  C.  Link,  Lay  minister 
SANCTUARY  PRAYER 
D  God,  Forasmuch  ag  (without  thee  we  are  not  able 
to  please  thee;  mercifully  grant  that  thy  Holy  Spirit 
may  in  all  things  direct  and  rule  our  hearts;  through 
Desue  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen. 


Organ  Prelude 
•Pracessinnal  Hymn 
•Trinitarian  Ascription 
•Scripture  Sentence  for  the  Day 
•Exhortation  to  Confession 


No*  322 
Page  3 
Page  3 

Page  A 


Confession  nf  Sin  and  Kyrie  (Cong,  seated)    Page  A 

Assurance  of  Pardon  Pane  5 

•Ooxnlacy  end  Collect  for  the  Day  No.  550 

Hymn  No,  272 

Gospel  Lasaon  Jcrhn  15:1-17 

•Gloria  Petri)  Apostles'  Creed 
•Pastoral  Prayer;  Lord's  Prayerj  Choral  Response 

Worship  in  presenting  our  Tithes  and  Offerings 

Organ  Offertory 
•Offertory  Response  and  Dedication  Prayer 

Anthem 

Sermon  Hymn  (Re?d  words  silently)  No.  2&0 

Sermon  "CHOSEN  HE0H.E"  Ralph  C.  Link 

•Sermon  Prayer 

•Benediction  and  Choral  Amen 
•Recessional  Hymn  Mo,  249 

Silent  meditation  (Can^,  seated  for  your  silent 
parting  prayer.) 
•Orqan  Postlude 

(•)  Denotes  Standing 

Wh  welcome  all  visitors*   Pleane  sign  the  GuDSt  Cook 
in  the  Narthex  follouring  the  service* 


Head  Usher;  Elder  Roy  Dnrabaugli. 
Henry  and:  Eugene  Graham. 


Acolytes:  ftlan 


The  flowers  on  the  Alter  are  presented  to  the 
Glory  of  Cod  and  in  loving  memory  of  Parents  and 
Brother  by  the  Arthur  Rape  Family. 

Organist  :  Mrs.  E,L,  young,   Asst.  Organist  :  Mrs, 
T,D.  rilcRiaster.   Youth  Choir  Directress:   Mrs,  Karen 
Thompson. 

Church  Membership  -  732  members.  (Tlay  13,  1969  - 
Attendance  6e3Q  A.m..  Service  -  89-.  Attendance  11x00 
A.m.  Service  -  170.   Offering  -  3607.43, 

Church  School  Attendance  Ray  13,    19S9  -  205. 
Church  School  Offering  May  19,  1969  -  S36.29# 

Tile  welcome  to  our  pulpit,  Mr.  Ralph  Link,  Lay 
liiinister.   Rbu.  Defibaggh  is  administering  Communion 
tn  the  churches  Hr.  Link  serves  in  Emlenton  and  Lamar- 
tine.   Only  an  Ordained  Clergyman  is  permitted  to 
serve  Communion. 

Our  Best  Wishes  for  a  happy  and  prosperous  future 
is  extended  to  all  those  graduating  from  our  area 
high  schools,  colleges  and  universities,   Hay  your 
future  tis  one  of  Christian  service. 

A  family  in  our  community  is  being  helped.   Vour 
support  in  this  "quiet"  work  mill  be  apprecinted. 
Usb  the  Pastor's  Discretionary  Eund  envelops  if  you 
care  to  share  in  this  work. 

The  Youth  and  Senior  Choirs  will  meet  on  Wednesday 
at  Gjd5  and  7;45  P.li. 

The  Prepartory  Service  mill  be  held  next  Sunday 
and  the  Sacrament  of  Holy  Communion  will  he  adminis- 
tered at  bnth  services  on  June  9th.   This  date  uias 
chosen  because  it  is  tha  15th  anniversary  of  our 
Pastor's  ordination,  a  milestone  of  importance  to  a 
Pastor  and  his  people. 

The  Penh  West  Conference  urill  meet  at  JunietS 
College  on  Ztjne  Pth-10th. 

The  Photo  Directory  Committee  mould  like  to  extend 
their  sincere  thanks  to  everyone  uho  put  forth  their 
time  and  effort  in  order  that  the  enormous  job  of 
scheduling  and  photographing  could  be  completed.   In 
about  three  (3)  weeks  evpryone  who  iuas  photographed 
will  ba  notified  by  mail,  to  come  to  the  Church,  to 
pick  out  the  picture  to  he  used  in  the  directory. 


A  Great  Life 


Il*8  great  lo  he  alive!  ft  is  good  when  we  can  enjoy  the  girt  of 
life,  especially  if  we  are  granted  healthy  bodies  and  sound  minds. 
But  it  is  a  far  greater  thing  to  he  alive  with  the  lift  that  death  can- 
not end.  the  life  given  lo  all  who  come  lo  faith  in  Chrisl  Jesus  as 
Savior  jnil  Lord.  ItYgreai  to  be  alive  —  eternally  and  gloriously 
alive!  For  the  gifl  of  that  life,  all  glory  be  to  the  Holy  Spirit 

On  this  Festival  of  Pentecost  we  praise  and  magnify  and  adore 
the  Lord  and  Giver  of  Life,  the  third  Person  of  the  Trinity,  the  Holy 
Spirit,  Ever  since  the  day  of  Pentecost  the  Holy  Spirit  has  caused 
countless  men,  women,  and  children  to  be  reborn  and  thus  to  enter 
ihe  glorious  company  of  the  family  of  God.  the  hol\  t  hriMi.m 
church,  the  communion  of  saints.  The  age  of  miracles  is  sol  past 

Pentecost  has  often  been  called  the  forgotten  festival,  since  the 
world  does  not  observe  it  in  the  same  fashion  as  it  celebrates 
Christmas  and  Easter.  But  without  the  events  of  Pentecost  and  the 
continuing,  enduring  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our  lives,  the  other 
two  festivals  would  be  mere  historical  landmarks,  with  no  present 
power  and  significance.  The  Holy  Spirit  makes  il  a]  rati,  vital,  per- 
sonal, and  powerful  m  this  our  20th  century.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  God 
in  action  today. 

Without  Him  we  are  dead.  Without  Him  we  live  a  few  short 
years  of  life  on  this  planet,  only  to  spend  an  eternity  of  living  death 
in  hell.  But  thanks  be  lo  God  that  He  sends  the  Holy  Spirit  into  our 
lives  and  hearts  to  quicken  us  by  giving  us  faith,  to  make  us  alive 
— alive  to  God— alive  forevermore. 

Let  us  celebrate  with  joy  and  exultation  on  ihis  day  of  Pente- 
cost. Let  us  pray  for  and  confidently  expect  the  daily  presence  and 
power  of  the  quickening  Spirii  He  will  till  our  lives  with  God's 
grace  and  mercy.  He  will  enable  us  to  live  heroic  lives  as  the  peo- 
ple of  God.  He  will  Wep  us  faithful  until  He  ushers,  us  into  the 
realms  of  glory. 
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The  Annual  Union  Memorial  Church  Service 

Memorial  Services  in 

the  Emlenton  Cemetery 

in.  the 

Crawford  Memorial  School  Auditorium 

FHIDAY  MORNING.  MAY  30,  1969 

Emlonlon,  Pennsylvania 

11:00  O'Clock  A.M. 

SUNDAY  MORNING,  MAY  25.  1369 

lliOO  O'clock  A.M. 

Invocation 

Arch  Newton  III 

Memorial  Address                                                Rev.  Earl  Runge 

Pledge  of  Allegiance 
Memorial  Service 

The  American  Legion 

Worship  Leader       _ tram^ia 

Choir  Director                                                            Jane 

Jackson 

Newton 

Firing  Squad         _     _ 
Taps 

World  War  I  and  II  Veterans 

Pianists          Anita  Girard,  Agnes  Brosnahan,  Roberta 

Soloist                                                                         Beth  Zinchini 

The  National  Anthem 

A-C  Valley  High  School  Band 

Lewis  Ka'.inawaky,  AC 

Valley  Musie  Department 

ORDER  OF  SERVICE 

Furling  the  Flags  _  _ 

Junior  Girl  Scouts 

Processional 

Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address 

i                                       Dale  Link 

Hymn:    (standing)    "America  The  Beautiful" 

Presentation  of  Gift 

Former  Members  of  W.  R.  C. 

Invocation  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Memorial  Address 

Msgr,  Hiekey 

Hymn:    "Bailie  Hymn  of  The  Republic" 

Placing  of  Flowers: 

The  Scripture  Reading 

Revolutionary  War 

D.  A.  R. 

Morning  Prayer 

Civil  War 

Junior  Girl  Scouts,  Troop  40!l 

Choir:     'This  la  My  Song" 

Spanish  American  War 

Brownie  Scouts,  Troop  330 

"The  Lords  Prayer" 

World  War  I 

Explorer  Scouts,  Post  41 

The  Ministry  of  Giving 

World  War  II 

Cub  Scouts,  Pack  41 

The  Offertory 

Korean  War 

Webelos  Scouts 

The  Prayer  of  Dedication 

The  Unknown  Soldier 

Boy  Scouts,  Troop  41 

Announcements 

Benediction 

Arch  Newton  III 

Solo:    "Let  There  Be  Peace" 

Memorial  Address 

Hymn:     lLGod  Bless  America" 

Benediction  —  Silent  Prayer 

In  r-ww  of   tidii   DX  tlirvMeninc  w  father,  this   service,  Otber   than  ine 

Please  remain  standing  until  the  organizations  leave. 
Recessional 

American  Legion  ritual,  will  be  held  in  the  local  school  auditorium 

The  offering  will  be  sent  to  the  Pennsylvania  Bruokville 

Memorial  Homo  by  the  former  members  of  lhiL 

Local  Women's  Relief  Corps. 

UV     np     Frank  Flanker,  Theodore  Russell,  Don  Pete 

rson, 

- 

John  Thompson 

COOFEHATING  ORGANIZATIONS 


The  Churches 

ST.  JOHN'S  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
Rev.  Earl  G.  Runge,  Pastor 
THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 
Revr  Lloyd  D,  Tunnies.  Pastor 

ST.  JOHN'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

Ralph  Link,  Lay  Minister 

ST,  MICHAEL'S  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH 

Msgr    Hjlckey 

THE  UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

Rev.  James  A.  Gillespie,  Pastor 

NEW  ZION  AND  BETHANY  CHUHCHES 

Rev.  Jack  Purnell,  Pastor 

CHURCH  OF  THE  NAZARENE 
Rev.  Harold  A.  Marsh,  Pastor 


Orc/anUal.on_ 

D.A.R..  __     _   _      Mrs.  L.  G.  Weller,  H.geni 

The  American  Legion  , Kark  D.  M-Kitm-ey,  Commandei 

Boy  Scouts,  Troop  41 G.  W.  Shoup,  Scout  Mastei 

Explorer  Scouts,  Post  41 G.  W.  Shoup,  Advisor 

W*belos  Scouts _____  Theodora  Russell,  Leader 

Cub  Scouts,  Pack  41  Harold  NeV-1,  Scout  Master 

Junior  Scouts.  Troop  409 Mrs.  Harold  Goughler.  Leader 

Brownie  Scouts,  Troop  330 Mrs.  Eugene  Stewart,  Leader 

Brownie  Scouts,  Troop  55 Mrs.  Ernest  Emahiser,  Leader 


Public  Address  System 
By  Courtesy  of  the  Emlenton  Volunteer  fire  Company 


The  Annual  Union  Memorial  Church  Service 

in  the 

Crawford  Memorial  School  Auditorium 

Emission,  Pennsylvania 

SUNDAY  MORNING.  MAY  25.  1369 

11:00  O'clock  A.M. 

Memorial  Services  in  the  Emlenton  Cemetery 

FRIDAY  MORNING.  MAY  30.  1S6S 
11:00  O'clock  A.M. 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP 

Organ  Frelilde Wayne  Kurtz 

Processional "Onward  Christian  Soldiers" 

Church  Service 
Hymn   2SX 

Hyran  436  _  ,      , .  , 

Message  —  "Rights  and  Duties"   ...   Hr.   Ralph  Link 
"john  I  —  Chapter  2     Verses  12-17 

Offertory "Song  of  Pea.-," 

Arranged  by  Overholt 

?lEi-iOR.I.«X  SHWIt'E 

Introduction ". Dorothy  Berlin 

Auxiliary  President 

Prayer     . Elizabeth  He>S 

y  Auxiliary  Chaplain 

"My  Gim  Auerica" H*b.  Margaret  Chadinan 

Mrs.  Allle  Vlebb 

Presentation  of  gifts  to  Gold  Star  Mothers 


FLOWER  SERVICE 

Virginia  Brothers      Nary  Ellen  Couch 
Dorothy  Waaser        Wary  MtUer 
Donna  Bcels  Violet  Neely 

"Lord's  Prayer" , . ....  Mrs.  Marie  Eiamett 

Reading-  "I  Am  the  Flag31  ,,,».,,,,,.,.  Pauline  Gardner 

"What  Can  I  Do  for  liy  Country31  Mar^o  Brothers 

Benediction Hr«  Ral^h  Link 

Triple  Amen ■ 

Recessional  Post.  Auxiliary,  Scouts 


Color  Guards 


Victor  Wasser 
Dorothy  Wasser 
Wayne  Meier 


Roy  Stephens 
Irene  Rinker 
Rick  Necly 


MBDRIAL  DAY  CHUUCH  SERVICE 
Ms-y  25,   1969 

w 

TMfcMQRIALOAW 

Dethart  -  Rossman  -  Wanner 
VSjnet-ican  Legion  and  Auxiliary 


United  Church  of  Christ 
Lainartincj  Pennsylvania 


lights      ad  Duties  , 

Text:    I  John    ?;    15-17 

".,re  hold  these  truths  to  be   self  evident:    That  all  men  are   created   equal • 
that  they  are   endowed  by   their  creator  with  certain  unalienable   rights;    that   tm 
among  theee  are  life  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness*   That   to    secure  these 
rights,    governments  are  instituted  among  men, deriving  their  just   powers  from   the 
consent  of  the  governed." 


'lis  is  what   the  Declaration   of  Independence   states.   These   things 
are  to  be  guaranteed  by  our  form  of  government.   Most  of  them  have  been  guaranteed 
and   carried   out  down  through  the  years.    One  in  particular  that  has  not,   has  been 
in  the   area  of   civil   rights.   As   a  result  of  this  we   have   had  a  rash  of     civil 
rights   laws,    and   civil   rights  movements,    and   all    sorts  of  civil    ri    Iits  demon- 
strations,      Rttch   of  this  J**e  and  is  needed..  However  as  in   all   things   some   of  it 
nns  been   carried  too  far.    In  any   srea  of  our  society  today*    all   a  black  man  needs 
to  say  is  that  his  civil   rights  have  been  violated  and  there  is  much  action  taken 
to    solve   it   whether  the  man  has   a  legitimate   complaint   or  nobt.    Most   of  the  time 
action   is  taken  and  many   times  it  a^nears  as  though  it   is   done   in   fear  instead   of 
trying  to   right   a  wrong..   The   criminal    element   cries,    "Ky    constitutional   rights 
have  been  violated   and  in  many   cases  he  uses  this  excuse   to   seek   a  new  trial   or 
to   stall   the  whole   judicial   procedure   altogether.    Students  demonstrate  against 
what   they   claim   is  unfair  practices  at  our  universities  and   colleges.   The$  claim 
their  freedom  of   speech  is  in   jeopardy.    That  they  hawe  no   say  so   in   the   govern- 
ment  of  the  university   and   therefore   their  rights  are  being  violated.      Young  men 
openly   defy  the  authorities  in  evading  the  draft.    Some   have  even  fled   to   Canada 
to   escape  the   service.    Their   claim   is  that   the  government   has  no   right   to   draft 
tb,em,    'Everywhere  you  go  you  hear  about   rights.   On  almost   any  newscast  £ou  will 
near  about  rights  somewhere  being  violated  or  questioned,    or  being    'Icketed  or 
demonstrated   against.     irou   can   read  it   in  any  newspaper.    Yet   for  all   of  this  talk 
and    action   about    rights,    there  is   another     ord   that  goes  along  with  the  word 


2. 
rights  and  this  is   the   word,    "Duty."   Along  with  each   right   goea  the   responsibility 

of  duty.    Alone  with  each  privilege,    goee   the  obligation  of  duty,      m   any  walk   of 

"■"fe,    in  any   realm  of  Society,   you  cannot  have    rights  without   the    responsibility 

of  duty-    They  go   together,    and  are  inseparable. 

./here  would   our  nation  be   today   if  our  forfathers  had  sat  back 

after  declaring  that  we   had   a  right  to   separate   from  England^  If  they  had  net 

accepted  the  duty  of  following  through  wi th  the   strength  of  their   convictions? 

.'here  would   our  nation  be   today  had  most  of  the  men  drafted  in  world   V/ar  I   refused 

to    serve  because   it  violated  their  rights?   Where   would  our  nation  be  had   the  men 

of  the   second   ',/orld   1,'ar  red-used   to    serve  and  ditto   for  the  Korean  'jar  and  yes, 

even  the    conflict   in  Viet  IT  an?   We  would  have  been  overrun  a  Ion-   time   ago  by 

some  foreign  government,    thats  where   we  would  be.    ITo  one  likes  to  fight   a  war. 

::o  one  wants  to   sacrifice   his  life   for  a  cause  that   sometime-s  may  not   appear 

auite   clear.    'Tet   it   is  one   of  the  duties  that  goes  along  with  citizenship   in   tl 

wonderful   country.   Yes,    I  said  wonderful  country,   because  it  is.  No  one   can  go 

t  of   this   country  into   another  and  upon  his   return  not   feel  that  we   are  indeed 
the  most  fortunate  of  people-   Those  of  you  who   fought  in  either  of  the  two  World 
Wars  knows  pretty  much  first  hand  what  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  a  people 
who  think  they  are   superior  to  anyone   else   can  do.    Those  °f  you  who  fought  in 
ICorea  know  what   Communism  is  and   the  dangers  it   entails-   I   happen  to  be  a  veteran 
of  that    conflict,    and  during  my   stay  there   I   helped   guard   the  prisoners  on  ;Coje 
island-    ie  guarded   them  for   six  weeks  before  we  went  back   to   the  front-   This  was 
considered   as   a  sort  of  rest,    for  the  units  up  front.    It  was   set  up  on  a  schedule 
and  each  unit  was   relieved  by  another  unit   and  then  they   spent   six  weeks   guarding 
these  prisoners-   After  we  wore  there   for  a  few  weeks  we  began  to   wonder  .-just 
who   the  prisoners  were.    It    seemed   sometimes  as  though  it  were  we.    I  have  never 
seen  human  beings  act   like  animals  in  my    life   as  they  did  there.    These  people 
were   so  fanatical  that   they  followed  KEEXKXKsr^xHsaHEixxsiEia^iy  unquestionin 

•ery  word  that  was  spoken  by  their  superiors.    They  held  bayonet  practice  with 
broroms   and  mops   in  the   compounds-    They  marched   and   chanted   and   jeered   at  us-   And 
periodically  they  tried   to    escape  by  hurling  a  human  wave  of  bodies  against  the 

gate,    only  to   be  mowed  down  by  machine  guns.    And   each  succeeding  wave  would   climb 
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on  the  pile   of  bodies  thus  being  that  much  higher  up  on  the  fence  to   try  to  wlimb 
over.    This  to  me  is  what   Communism  is.,  If  each  one  of  us  could   witness  this  type 

human  behaviour  I  feel   certain  that  we  would   all   resist   Communism  with  every 
fibre  of  our  beings.  But  do   we?   No,   we  don't*   Wa  have   thousands  of  men  burning 
draft   cards  and   refusing  to   serve   their  country.   They   claim  it  is  their   right,    and 
I   say  they   are   cowards*   I  wosild  wager  that   there   aren't  too  many  of  you  men   sitting 
here  who  did  not  have    some  form   of  apprehension  about  being  in   the   service*  Put 
you  went   and  you  served,   because  you  felt   it  was  your  duty..    I   can  understand 
someone  not    serving  because  of  religious   scruples,    but   still   serving  in  another 
capacity.    Bxrt  it   really  bugs  me   to   see   these  other  cowards   just   disobeying  lie- 
cause  they  feel  it  is  their  right..  Abraham  Lincoln   said   in   his   Gettysberg  Address, 
something  to   the  effect   that,    "These   dead   shall  not   have  died   in  vain, "and  it 
has  often  made  me  think  of  all  of  those   fellows  who    stayed  behind   in  ::orea.    !"any 

of  them  were   friends   and  buddies*   It  almost   seems   as  though  their  sacrifice  to 

free        f-i"  TH£ 
keep  6ur  land»and  1fife*world   p**  of  tyranny  was  useless*   I   supiose  many  of  you 

ve   felt   the    as  i     •■.'../  when  you  think  back   to  your  friends  and  buddies  who  hr-ve 

sacrificed  their  very  all  in  the  cause  of  neace,   xSftx^S^  see  the  events     taking 

■olace  around  you* 

The  author  of  1st  Wohn  wrote,    "  "ou  nu?t  not  love  this  pass! 

world  or  anything  that   is  in   the  world..   The  love  of  the  Father  cannot  be  in  any 

man  who  loves  the   world."  Now  this  does  not  mean  that  we   cannot   accept   our  duties 

as  citizens  of  our  country.    It   does  not  mean  that   we  cannot   love  our  count-    . 

It  does  mean  that  as  citizens  of  this  great  nation  founded,  upon  the  belief  in 

God*   that   we  must    resist   and    continue   to   resist  the   evils   that   are  present  in 

the   world   and  all  around  us*   Christ  Himself  told  his  followers  that  they  had  to 

be   subject   to   the   rules  and   regulations  needed  to   govern  the   people.   But  7Te 

cautioned   them  to  give  to    Caesar  the  things  that  belonged   to   him  and   to   God   the 

things  of  &od.    ffe   know  that   we  must  have   laws  and   rules  and   regulations  for  the 

fe^od  of  the   neonle..  "owever  this  does  not  mean  that  we  need   to  knuckle  under  to 

crime   and   tyranny  wherever  it  is  found.    ^a«  is  our  duty  as   citizens  of  these 

United    "Jtetes,,  ajid   it   is   also   our  duty  as  believers  i 


4. 
,v'e   sing  many   hymns  about  our  country,    such  as,    America,    America 
The  Beautiful,    and  God  of        r   "others,    but   there   is  one   hymn  which  I    ran  across 
"at   I   have  never   sung.    And   its  words  are   all   too   true.    It  goes  like   this; 
"God   help   our  country   to  be   strong    'gainst   all   the  battlehosts  of  wro; 
Tn  all  we  nled^e  or  think  or  do  God  helT>  our  country  to  be  true.. 
God  hold  our  nations   aim   sincere,    God  save   her  heart  from   coward  f 
God  prosper  her  with  true   success,    and   crown  her  head  with  worthiness. 
"Prom  foe  without  and   foe  within,   ?rom  open   shame  and  hidden   sin, 
From  boastful  pride  and  greedy   store,    God  keep  our  nation  evermore." 

This   should  be  the  prayer  of  each  of  us  An  this  Memorial   Sunday 
1969..  Let  us  each  serve   our  God  as  we   should,    and  let  us  each  serve   our  nation 
as  we   should..  Aeceptin    not   only  the   rights  that   are  ours  as  Americans,   but  also 
accepting  each  of  the  duties  that  axxxsmxx  fall  to  each  of  us  because  we  are 
Ameri  cans.  Let  us  pray. 
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..:■   Church's  one  foundation  is  Jesus  Christ  "er  lord.    The  is  "is 
new  creation  by  water  and   the  word;    Pr<  r on  He   came   and   sought   her  to  be  His 

lj  bridte;    With  "is  own  "blood  TTe  boeght  her  and  for  her  life  "7c  dies."  o^T  / J , 

I  read  with  great  interest  two  articles  in  the 
current   issue   of  Christianity   today  about  the   Church/  !"ow  \  'he 

Church  we  usually  put   quotation  murks  before   The   and   after  Church,    while  in   our 
ids  ae  usually  think  of  the  United   Church  of  Christ.    But  let  us   for  today  and 
for  these  few  moments  for  nited   Church  of  Christ   and  think   of  the     'hurch 

iversal,   the  church  th:  t  the  world,    The  church  at  large  in  other  wr*^* 

words*  "'he   articles  in     i  estion  we]  by  two  very  well  .  rst 

by  T.        '"on  Bel"  .law  of  .,    and  the   other  by  Carl  ^enry 

former  editor  of  Chri    fci  loday  now  on  a  B©al  to  England   and    S*e±- 

is»i.  -   in  his  own  wr  rch 

each  stressed   one  .  '    in  too  many  cases  Jesus  Chrj 

and  His  gospMt  ar       i  the   church.     Mr,        11   states  the  foil  ,    "Quote" 

hell  is  what  nai  le  have  be  thinkJ  . 

I   have   often  felt   that  our  churches  were  neglecting;  the  real  issue  and  that  is 
to  being  men  to   Christ  and  to  brinj      !  ',  to  men.      1  d  is  a  church  if   :' 

.    '  ter  for  the  distril       ■'  ,    -r  enp]      - 

ment?  We  can  i2se  our  schoole  fc  e  ftactions  or  re  for  that  aa1    - 

wr.    vhat  needs   to  be  done  is  to   once  again  make    our  churbhes  the   hub   and   the   ce.. 
the   Gospel   of  Jesv    .  r  years  the  church  has  permitted  poverty  to  exi 

and   it.    ?or  years  it   has  tolerated  racial   prejudice   and  discrimination  within 
its   own  ranks*  Tow  since   some  people  in  the  govern—eno,    t>av^   taken  notice  of  the 

d   for  money  and  le    '  tn  the   realm   of  these  areas,    every   church  or 

professing  to   spread  ~"  -\      the  banner  for 

n,   for  spreading  t  >]  ood.    What  T  am  saying  and  whs 

this      -".    Bell   .'  '  t   our  enure!  led  miserably  in  these  arc      . 

ddenly  they  have  feEEEX  looked  around   them  i  tten   red  in  thi 


2. 
■bee"  realised   t':.  ;one  else   is  de '  job   they   should    have 

..     ^lce  the   over   emphasis  on  poverty  and  racial   relations.    And  be- 
use  of  this  the   real  purpose  of  the   church  has  gone  beggl  £s  the 


m 


--.ding  of  the  Gospel,  ."c  perhaps  should  all  be        that  ■  churhb  univer- 
]  may  co::e  to  its  senses  and  begin  to  spread  the  word,  a   i   to  become  concerned 

souls  of  oeonle  and  whether  they  have  the  knowledge  of  Tesus  Christ  and 

-oe. 

But  of  even  greater  impact   is  the   article  by  ;  r.    Henry.    He    tells 

of  traveling  in  England  SHiix&eBiijmS  and  what  he  has  learned  about  Christian:" 

tells   of  a  little  town  near  Cambridge   callednluntingdonshire  where 

Oliver    Jr  as  born,    fifteen  years  ago  he   str  y  -_+y 

d  ebbed  so  low  that  evangelic;  r.ess  waf  t.   But     a 

id  of  beli    '  •  ve  banc'  for  witness  in  prayer  and  bible 

rei  nd  today  almost  every  little  village   of  Hi  dtnshire  has  an   <2  Ifcal 

service  on   Sunday   and    a  wee1.  bible   study  group.    The   "march  needs  a  revival 

Jl   of  the  world.    It   cannot  indulge   t!  f     itti 

and  1  ••     ind  complacent  .  aesd  people  in  each  1-     ] 

eo:  Ion  who  wil"  rod  s  gets  tl  11  rolling  for 

b  and  the   stfrrd  of  other  people  toward  this  end. 

to  many  people   Pible  "  '     ,-'  to   spend  an  ev     ' 

with  the  right  person  to  head  it   and   tm.   -  Interest  shown  by  many  of 

the    coy,  and  not   just  a  few,   bible   study  can  be   a  real   challenge..   It   can 

make  for  a   complete   revival   in  almost   any   church  if  it   is  given  a   chance. 
.  young  boy  had  gotten  his  grandmother  a  Pible  for  Christmas,  '-anted  to  inscribe 

a    v..       rim  'ion  on  the  fro:v:-      age.   H     racked   hfe  br   !  '7    ■'"-'.     1] 

pened   to   remember  that  his  dad  had   a  bo'  ■     •    in   it.    lo  he   got  the 

book   out  and   couied  it   .    You     c        '         '  he   opened    t 

.—  I ■  Christmas  :  -und  neatly  inscribed   on  the   first   nage  of  the 

h^ble,    "To   Grandma,    Kith  the   compliments  of  the   author."   We  may  never  the 

le   so  well  that  we  will   receive  an   inscribed  version  from  the   author,   but  we 

t1     toward  the   end  tbat  ore   understand   it,    and  want   to  learn  more  of  it. 

mhe  bible   is  a  very   strange  book   indeed,      ot   that   it   is   so 
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other  books,   but  that  it  has  a  ■  ct  on  people  than 

a  regular  novel   for  Instance.    Tf  the  bible  is   read   as  it   should  be    read,   with 
ton  after  a  reeding  of  it,   it   can   change  a  life  and  especial" 

■  ■:■  think!::,;,      r.        nry   usefthe  fok  ...  M  ^as  i.ypical   of 

iven   church  no*  only  in  this  wountry  but  throughout  the   world.    " 

How  many  people  do  you  and  I  know  who   would  feel  that  something  was 

wrong  if  an  individual  -losediy  was  ,    '>ecame  a  convert  one 

sun;"  -ning?   This,'.  &  not   only  in  this   church    '  "       '   but  it   can  hr 

cf^tcutj   %C**{ft/li  &  At 

saw.      1       to  often  beei.                how  it  is  that  I  got   star  I  a   - 

and  why  I  want  to  do  this.                                            -Ives  an  incident 

?ened  to  nw  ears  ago.    Shirley  and  I  were  str 

as  some  yo^              pi88  do.    We  had  a  goo:1                     jf  bills  and  we  had  sickness 

-h  our  oldest   son*  In  general  we  ftt   and 

it  seemed  that  no  matter  what  we                                    rent  wronsj  .    I  4  to 

•  other  a  pictur 

ll'Ows  ?oman  Catholic  priesthood.    1   nad 

seen  this  picture   in  Life   or  look  or  one  of  this  type  of  zines  and  it  had 

sslon  on  my  mind.    In  the  picture   these  nen  were  stretched  ouJ 
on  ■  "  or  of  +1  '        ,re  the     ltar,  ;        public' 

before  Sod,    and  pledging  themselves  to  His  ehurh   ai  .      .g   this   i 

.   That  these  •  '.selves  as  far  as  it   is  possible  to 

do  for  their  lord.   ?or  some    si   ■  reason  I  got   the   idee  [f  j  v/ould  be   able 

to  do   this  that   perhaps  my  life   could  become  different.    3o  I   cane  home   at   one 
and  everyone  was  asleep.    And  with  my  nose  buried   in  the  living  room   ra  ',    I  prayed 
to  Jesus*  I  don't  remember  the  exact  words,   but  they  were   something  similar  to  t 
"Dear  Jesus  tr'  and  use  me  as  you  will,    I  want  to  work  for  you  and  belong  to 

you,   my  life  is  meaningless  without  you. ■    tad   froa  that  night  to   this  v 
■  life   has  not  been  the   se      .     he   life   of  our  family  has  not  been   the   ss 

■till  have   our  problems  and  we   still  have  debts.       ■  joy  of  the  I  -"ves 

in  each   of  us   and   after  all   this  is  what  makes  life   livable.    "Conversion,    say 
fcher  churchgoers,    is,    after  all,    so  that   can't  Happen  to  a  church  member." 


a   quote   from  :.;r.    Henry  can  and   could  be   sec  by  almo:  .    ^he 

reason  being;  that  we  in  the   chr.rch  think  that  \ie  ted  Jesus  on  our  ad- 

is  members  and   this  is  all  that   is  necessary.    This  may  be   so*  However 
for  soiae  of  us  our  Christianity  lj     >ed   ■    tittle  through  the  years.  Hay- 

be  we  are  not   feeling  as   close   to  Jesus  as  we   should.   Perhaps  we  may  feel  lost 
confused.   Perhaps  life  may  have  taken  on  a  drab  dreary  look.    IJ       He  ir    30   I 
it   when  we   close /v*ith  nrayer^that  you   Join  with  me   in  aski--     SBt    fod  to 
lp  us  and  to  rule  our  lives.   It  only  takes  a  second   +0  make  us.  a  decision  for 
Chrisl  J lly  Gfraham  and  the   other  evangelist:      -    .    perhaps  you  would   like  to 

as   1    new    :.f  f  i  rnnti'on  of  fait)  .         ' chever  the   case  don't  fight  it,    let 
us  ee  T<§H$  in  our  hearts  today.   let  ur 
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TRINITY  CHAHG2 — THE  UHIT3D  CHURCH  OP  CHRIST 

E  IpJi  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Christ  Church,  Duncannon         9:00  , 
Trinity  Church,  New  Bloonfield   10:30  ....... 


-..'DIE  0?  WORSHIP 


February  13,  1972 


The  Organ  Prelude 

•The  Hyim  or  Pr  I  '+ 

•The  Gall  to  Worship 

*The  Prayer  of  Confession  (Uniso 

tj  .,  we   know  that  we  hare  been 
mads  for  thy  glory;  yet  we  have  gone  into 
hiding!  we  have  tried  to  keep  away  iron  thy 
presence,   Forgive  us  and  bri]        ce  a- 
3-iin  to  the  place  where  we  nay  see  thee  and 
sins  praises  to  thy  najesty;  through  Jesus 
Christ.   AJQen. 
*Th.e  Kyrie 
•The  Assurance  of  Pardon 

The  Scripture Joel  3:1-8 

"The  Gloria  Patri 
The  Anthem  (Trinity) 

iStoral  Frayer 
The  Announcements 
The  Receiving  of  Tithes  and  Offer 
*The  Doxology 

"The  Offering  Prayer  and  Lord's  Pr  .  - 
The  Hyion  of  Ileditation  202 

The  iemon "Another  Shepherd" 

:  "    .yer 
*The  Hymn  of  Response  380 

"The  Benediction 
•The  Threefold  Anen 
"The  Fostluie 


"Congregation  Stands 


"The  Sanctuary"  Lenten  devotional  booklets 
on  the  tabic  in  the-  tack  of  the  church. 
Please  take  your  copy  and  if  you  know  of 
8  shut  in  or  someone  who  is  absent,  please 
take  one  and  see  that  they  get  a  copy. 


CUBIST  CHURCH  ABNQUHCH1EHT3 

Church  '.i'orld  Service  clothing  drive  closes 
March  IJti.   lee  Ilabel  Gelbacfc  or  Ec-tty 
Snith  for  more  information* 

TRIlflTY  CHURCH  AHN0OTCE51T2d 

The  Kid-'Jeek  Lenten  services  will  begin  <,  ' '^^ 
on  Ash  Ved.  Feb.  16th  at  7:JC  P,  ..  hie     '  7.''<- 
service  will  he  held  in  the  Ketoch  United 
Hethodist  Church.   Your  pastor  will  be  the 
speaker. 

The  Good  Friday  Conraunity  Service  will  be 
;a  siven  by  a  choir  nade  up  of  all 
churches  of  the  community.   If  you  would 
like  to  be  a  member  of  t:.is  choir,  please 

trend  the  first  meeting  this  availing  at 
?:0Q  F.H.  at  bhe  Ketoch  Church. 

Kr.  Frank  Fry  is  in  tat-  Harrisburg  Hospital, 
Room  1C2B.  -  b,i.L       *.»,,  #,„,        7»~.«^ 


1 

' 

l7f 

1 

jt  rfff 

■ 

] . 

ItZl-Cmje     Ul^f-n^J 

lAO'fri      J-'/i    A<l7#P*>j'     CAL/r^p^, 

/  b  i^AM>?\         /  *  4-  AW/  U&**"- 

JVf    J^m    a*>?    /,/„)' 

A  *V 

jr^fi    *f  if/>T.     P&A*> 

L/pf? 

iCsr 

■ 

- 

1 

— 

1 

- 

: 

r  not  ike  one.   At  1  if  sons, 




, 


;  of   '       /}(_ 

I 

i  'ollowed  so  blindl  so 

-  i 
Pip.  HUSK***     o/L 

.A  It 

»  > 


:  .on 

n 
•       "  or  o  , 

. 

•t  Cat   olic  Bhe   did  not 
to  the   one  true 

,   I 

i 
...  rever, 

Bed  to. 

*'  ■  '    '      .  thl  s 


--  "'  i  >es 

sees; 

rue  selves. 
a-  fro  '  '  II  r  ' 

-    ,  '  .    IT'S' 

D 

I 
. 

they 

tficatj 

PS.  id   so   on  his  1  in. 

»  ' 

re  to,  '  .. 

it. 

■ 


■ 

' .     - 
to  , 

the  real  1 


St.    John  Smlenton     11:00  10/26/69 

*Proc-ssional   Hymn    Z2- 

*  Choral    Call   to   Worship 

*  Confession   of   Sin 

*Assurance   of  Pardon  ,.n 
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% .  .ipture      i   Cor.    13 
*Gloria  Patri 
*Apostles   Creed 
*Pastoral  Prayer 
Announcements 
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Offering,    Prayer 

♦Hymn  "2  i-£ 

Sermon 

Prayer  c_lord's  Prayer 

*hymn  ^3s 

*Bendiction 

♦Threefold   Amen 

*Posxliide 


The  Gospel  of  Love 

it;    Romans   1?;10  Jerusalem  Bible 

Love   is  the   one   thing  that    cannot   hurt  your  neighbor. 

The   events   of  the  past  weeks   and  months  shou] d   cause  us   to   take 
a  close  look  at  the  words  tha^fe  were  written  su«h--a  lonp-  ti»e-  ago.   Many  pea]  le 
today,    think   and   feel   that"  these   words   were  [only  ;intended)  fo^   those   to   whom  they 
written.    Jfaey— em-iy  apnlj&d  Jn   other  words/\to   those  people   around    two   thousand 

50.    But   if  we   examine   the  words   of  e   can  -find    answi  '  our  pv&- 

d   a  ",'n 

t-f  we  T"^>   cl  ^°--y"4'   +h »  me'  +  T  -  -;    Pharisees  we 

fir    "op  at   once   tkafc  their  motives  were  not  -exs-e+l-^-  pure.    They  came  +0  Him  ho- ' 
to   t  '    ■  e   goods ''on  Him  so   they   cc  .       Lrsi     'hey 

flattered  Him,    and  then   they  coated  their  words  with  honey,    so   the  following  words 
would  not   seem   too  damaging  to  Jesus..  Many  w&'^i-e  act   Ltee   thirs— ts4ay.    We   see  in 
the  movies   or  on  television   a  humorous  picture   involving   two  women,    where   one 

■ks   rather   cattily,    "How  nice  you   look.  dear. "  While   all   the   time   're   can.,]  the 
dagger   shining  in  her  eyes  -md  She   is   really  thinking,    "My .how  horrible  you  look." 
But   these  Pharisees   srid    +0   Him,    "Master,    we  know  you   are   an  honest  man,    that  you 
are  not   afraid  of  anyone,  because   a  man's  rank  means  nothing  to  you,    ?4+^— trh>t  fov 
teach  the  way  of  God   in    all  honesty.    Is  it  permdssab]  -  ptax    1    bo  Caesar  ^r 

■  a   or  ao?'lKere  is  ijH<"-g^-^hoy  th"1 ' ^h t -  ) i "d  } r-wj.  the  trap' re 
■~  ££&*■  on   Hia,    If  He   answers 'Wo,    don't  pay  taxes,   1*^"   jv ~+  be  tr11^  to 
item  Jesus   is   J  against   Caeser,   aad  He   is  guilty   of  treason.    But  we   are 

told  He   srw  through  their  hypocrisy  and   asked  for  s   coin.    His   answer, "Give  to 

esar  the  things  that  belon  r,    and  to  God  what  belongs  to   Sod,"  was  a 

real   shocker  for    t7he-&e— people   and  totally  teexpected. 

Then  if  we   look  at  the  ™"rds   of  Paul  we    sea  that  he   is   admonishing 
„the  people  to   3bey  the  laws  awi  be  law  abiding..  It'oj^'oti  be  afraid  of  the  magistrates 
for  only   the   criminal   need  be  afraid.    Then  he  tells   them  the   commandments  are  to 
be  kept  a#d   not  forgotten.    But   one   thing  to   -remember  is  the  importance   of  the  two 


?. 

commandments  of  Jesus,    The   first   ojie   is  to   lov^   God   completely  and   the  second    is 
to  love  your  neighbor  as  yourself.    Paul   is   reiterating  these  words.    He  tall&*&Temt 
1      v^   fis  +he   one   thine  that   cannot   hurt  your  neighbor.."   Test   if  we   look   at   our 


[ety  w°  dnn't  "o9  much  in  the  way  ^f  inv^^o  we?l^fe  see  h  r  *  -^  -  ^  j^v  i  -■»<*-,  Trff  see 
it  between  races.  We  ~~r'  £1  between  religions.  We  Be  ft  in  our  natfona]  polftfcs 
between  me]  parti'esi    A-v*yep,    we   ev°n  spe  it  in  our  Churches.    Many  of  the  m^ve- 

mPr,H-c.  that  started  out  legitimately  in  this   country,    have  become  nothing-  more  than 
an   excuse  to  do  whatever  one  ss  and   to  disregard   the   rfghts  and   privilffdges 

of  everyone   else*    'nhis  ms  tide   fire-bombin:"-  someone's   home  or  business.  J>r  It 

may  involve  sniping  fi+  someone  with  a  rifle.  Or  eves  demonstrating  by  emashiisg 
windows  and  store  -fronts..  Ho  one  seems  to  care  what  happen0  J»8-t  <*cr  long  s"  wa 
Keen   The   big,    bold,  headlines   aglow  bji  ■  •■-•  V-ve  a    cause  ws-^j^jlaisn- 

these  thinge-fe^ 

In  a  recent  issue  of  Christ!  an  it  ■■    j  ■  article 

ional    Council    of   Churches.    It  pofats   out   that    at   one   of   their   recent 
■sions   a  policy   statement   was     proposed    and   nassed  by  and  81   to   6   vote.    It    s4-? 
"■     recognize  that  when   justice    cannot   be   ~-  ougb   °c4--: -n  within 

structures   or  through    ?fvi]    die  bedffence,    an  lucres    :  ber  of  Christ- 

fans  iip:-  fee]    called   upoa   to   seek   justice  through    re  ie  or-  revolution."  : 

this  is   a   group  of  very  learned  men.    Ihey  9^c  _s3-ee   si  to   represent   Christian- 

ity.   If  this   is   -i-he  message   that  Jesus   spoke  then   I   think   I   am   reading  the  wrc 
book.    I   am   reading  His  me  wrong.    He  never  advoe- 11  J  red  and  violence.    His 

message  was   one  of  love  fo^  one   another.    And   this   isn't    J"°t  my  idea   either.    Ir 
the  same  issue  of  Christianity  Today  is  a  summary  of  the  news.    The  title  of  this 
article   is,    "Back   to  viole  c      as   usual."   The  very  first   sentence   states,    "1968 
may  go  down   as   the  year  in  which  the  world  tried  to   cope  with  violence   whfla 
ecumenical   assemblies   sought   to   enc<.  it." 

:    have   had   all   types  of  violence   In   our  nation-  We_hav£_h«d  Sev- 
pal   Prominent  pe©«leAshot   and  killed,   ^hea  fhs  hue   and    cry   arose   th^+   we   should 
have  gun   control   laws.    Every  politfc  le  forth  his   salt  proposed   i  + 

-n   <ii -.  measure  would    pa-"'  his  name1»g  and   identify  him    as  being  on   the    right   J-^- 


3. 
mhis  past  week  someone  tried  to  assassinate  the  nreni»r  of  Greece 

with  a  bomb   and   then  with  fire  bombs.    I  made  the  facetious   remark   to   someone  t 
we  n^ed  gasoline   control   laws   so   that   the  threat   from   fire  bombs  would  be  non- 

e. .stPnt.   Uow  of   course   this  ia   ridiculous  and   equally  ridiculous  is  the   thought 

that    registering   guaa  will   sto^   crime   and  violence.    Why  don't  we   ^eo-ister  all 

/  L '' 

paring  knives,    curving  knives,    pooket  knives   and    screwdrivers?  -All    of  these   can 

and  bawe  been  used   to   commit  murder..  Of  all   the   proponents   of  gun  legislation,    I 

have  not  heard   or   read   of   =nyo*«-  of   thorn  making   any  kin*  o4  remark   concerning  the 

looting   of   a   store  in  Watts,    Los   Angeles  this  week.    There  we^-e   over  one  h  ndred 

guns   as   well    as   ammunition    stolen.    Have  you  hesr"    Einy   gus  law  ^ro^onen+  >-ai  '-i-a^-  ^ 

about   this?    ,T1>ii  ^   fs  aaly   3ne   of  many  instances    Li--.t  _h-air»   take:  =    ■•«   tM-*- — "o_ 

;Jifu  [J 


5B*#t  T   think   +>i"   time   has   ^ome  when  we  gjiouia   ^in    ^   =3padn  p   spade,    2hat  We 
snould    °^^n  protecting  these  people,    ^-he*  \*£   should    Btart    treatj  -im- 

inai.p.    Do  you  know  why  this  violence   took  «">  ace  in  Watts?   It  was  b"o^'SP   those 
bif,    bad,    brutal   police  were  arresting  a  womi  e  b<  orderly. 

In   oth°^<5  words^  they  were  do£  ■    joo    and  were  ham^e^d   from  it  by  these 

■»**wil£.    Wil]    <nin   control   lawa   stop    this?   n_p   course  not.    The   time  has   come   tl 
we   should  stop  protectin-  these  hoodl'-.  ■        "  =  »   their  skin   fa  black,.  It 

v>c--ii     Seem 

se«Bs  like  we   are   afraid   to   do   anything  to   these  ueoile.    The   laws   have  been  m=!de 
for  the  bl  ^ck   as  well    as   the  white..  I   do  not  think   that   any  white  man   should    re- 
ceive preference"  fcment  because  he   is   white.    If  he   is   guiltj    of  a    "Mme   then 
he   dserves    to  b«   punished   for  it.    And   I  think   this   applies   to   ail   Ameriocno> 

3-t9ra  and   pries  rts   ond  »?-■' 

(-■e-T 

for  di  lauses.  ps    sen i      fs   sate***^-.    However  I  think  that   --m=. 

of  these   men   are  guilty  of   causing  the  hatred   aj-id  violence  that  has   come  abou+. 

•ontly  I   had   a  conversation   with  a   friend   of  mine  who  happens   to  be   a  minister, 

*&A  lie  was   telling  of  a  fetlow  minister  who   went   down   to   Mississippi    and   marched 

in  a  demonstration.    Uuon   his   return   he  was  boosting  about   +he  amount   of   courage 

it   tool.-   to   do    this.    My  f ri end  ,Pau^  "^marked   that  he  told    Mm  it  did    not   require 

t;oo  much    "guts"   to  march  with   several   hundred   thousand   other  people.    But    it    t-<j_ 

cuired  more    "guts"  to    stand   up   in  his  pulpit  and   point   out   the   i^n«   that   should 

<r«  ,'s  ej  f »  r 

be  ^edn*«d  oa*--wi±hi&  his   own   cone-relation..  This   is    the  truth.    It  does   require 
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more   so   call 80    "nits"   to   speak   out  when  you   are1  only  ^eue  voice. 

In   the  musical    comedy,    "The  Mosic   Man"  the  male  lead   jijms%   of  Prof. 
F'-old  HS13    has  oiip   of  the  moat   appropriate   aonga   along  these  Tin"0.    Tn  the  movi° 
Vr  raj -*n   the  -r^+  -  by   Robert  ■  ps  many   3f  you   saw  i4-.    However, 

one  of  +he   ^nn^c-  iin  sfngo  te  this   1iJ:-i-i"  ■<-r,Wri  0f  River  City.   He  sings,    "Yo7i've 

got   trouhlea   right   hers  in   River   City.."     Well  we   can   say  that   this  morning.    We   can 

at,    "We've  got   troubles,    right   here  in  Emlenton. "  We  eon  walk   out   that  back 
door  of  this   church   ■:  a] ]    ,r»   want   shout  civil   rights.    But  tell  me,    du   we 

actually  have  that   problem  here?   Of   course  we  don't.    But   we   have  pno-io     who  need 
spiritual    end    financial    he"1  p..  We  have  people  who    ^re  unchurched,    who  n°ed    to  be 
contacted   and  asked    +o   come   to  worship   and    to   accept  Jesus   Christ..   We  have  a  problem 
with  young  hoodlums  driving  fight  down  main  street  en  Friday  and    Saturday  night   at 
two   and   three  o'clock  in  the  morning..  Oh   Jes,    I   he*  most   every  week.    They 

drive   at   tremendous   speeds  without    regi  '°n°   e]  ^°,    tad  no  one  do°p   anything 

i]    +hn-r  icfi]    someone  and    then   i+  i-»  +m  ]  •^J-=>.    These   '  ■  ~   our 
■Vfeleme  and  +h°pp  are  tl  -    >  ;    si — L<  br  j^niiiHl_   We  don't 

nee''  to   Little    Rock. Arkansas,    or  Hississippl    or  anywhere   else.    Jesus   said 

something  meet   of  -=>t  or  else  have  overlooked.    He   said,."Before  you 

iter  out   of  the  eye  of  someone  else,    first   take  the  beam  out   of  your  own.  " 
Someone   els^   has   coined   the   expression   »■  dif^eren+i/-ue*f.    ffe    Baid   to    sweep)  the   r>i~+ 
from   in   front   of  your  own  door  pPf0~p  you  sweep   the  dirt   from  someone   elsea  door. 
But  the  gist   is   th"  ^ame   and    it  means   that   we   should  take   care  of  our  own  problems 
b°forR   we   try  to   take   care   of  the  prob] sms   of  the   rest   of  the  world. 

An  Episcopal   r-  as   spending  his  vacation  in  the  back  woods 

counrtry  and    while  out   for  a  stroll   he   lost  his  way.    H»   stopped   at   the  first   fami 
he  came  to  and  asked   for  directions..  Th°  old   farmer  told   him,    and    then    b]  ^-s-1- 

p  a  d^ink  of  w?ter  and   4°  ^■"•ijo"  ->bl'fg9d     Du   ing  this   tita«    they  b*c 
involved    £n    conversation,    and  T'   ■  "vif,^J'   to7d   the   -pa-^m°^  "^c  he  "pr   and   what  he 

fd,    Th°  -fQrjno"  remarked    that    i  I  ideed   s+r^n^e   since  he   was   Rise   an  E-  niseon- 

aliam.    Fhe  uriest   inquired  to  what  parish  he  belonged    anri    the  et  renlled    that 

he   didn't  know  nothing   about   any  parish,    '"hen  the  -Driest   asked   whe   confirmed  him. 


5. 
The  famer  said   he  didn't  know  anything  about   that   either.      "Well   how  ran  von  be 
an  Episcopalian  then,"  he  asked.    The  f^rr^^  said„MWell  you   see  it  was  this  way. 
I-~t  Mnter  T   vent   +  o    churbh   and   the   sign  out    side   paid    E-pfcapalian.    I   went   in 
and  tnia  here  feller  got  a?   frsat   and   he  says  that  they  had  don--  +Mn—  they  hadn't 
oughter  done.    And    they  had   left  undone  things   they  oughter  of  done,    and    T   saye   to 
myself,    'thata  my  fix  exactly,    and   I've  b«on   an   B-piatcopalian   eve-  since. " 

1^»e*'fhis   is  how  many  of  us   act-  We  know  what  »p   should    do  and 
know  what  we  should  &e  doin^,   but  aw  or  ot  lost   Bight   of   these 

-   should  be  trying  to  bTing      ther  |      -    church  h,.+   ^    -,,- 

Christ.      -  30  about  it       if  fnde  bout  it  i  tteaW 

m/  M  '/     fry 

notion  rd  this  end.   We  o-be^=yte^  to  keen  our  own  li+ii^   churchea  «*«^* 

a£-  like  an   exclusive   club.    pt-J=  eely  open,  to  those  wfoi^wl CLa«*-  +he  standard 
Our  churches   are   like   e:    =  -.    In  order  to  belong  you  must  dress  a  certain 

way,    or  earn  a    certain   amount,    or  meet   some  man-made   rule.. 

Jesus   said,    "Go   into   the  world  and  baptize      nl  men."  Not  just 
.e,   Jjuu   all   nan.   Not   lust  tho-  re  acceptable  to  our  standa-ds   or  who   can 

B»»t    3«r  entrance   requirements,   &u+   all  nan.    '  ■   reed   to   st9r+   lovinr   otj  ' 
man.    We  need   to   start   solving   our  own  problems  before  we   start    curing  the  ills   of 
the  world.    C1'-  love   as   Christi  ould    shine  forth  from   our   lives   like  a  beacon. 

Ewnlfi   should  be  able  to   look    at  us   and    say,    "There  goes  a    Christian.."   We   should 
be  the  example  of  what  Jssus  was.    "  ■  Id  fee   striving  +o   reach  the  unchurched 

the  unlovable   "rid   the   -pion+o   of  socj  ,id    ,._,._    „...  n,,    :--„   ±.  __   ^ 

weTe  ,fo-n    0fff    QT  those  who  rtter  ^^  than   anyone   else?  Uo.    He   didn't     His 

+  ime  w&8  spent  with  th^e  rpi°e^  of  soefety.    For  t  -        label   the 

Pharisees   and   +he   Saduccees  and   the   Scribes   tacked   on  Him.    This  is  the  label   von 
and   I   Bhould    wear,    and   wear  proudly.    We   should   be   seeking  to    -row  .lust   a  little 

to   our  Master  and   our  prayer  should  be  as   the  poem  entitled,    "My  DaJ 
Prayer,"  by   nrenvilTe  Klei'eer..  Let  me   share   it   with   you. 

If  I    can  ar    gome    ~ood  today,    If  I    can   <-erve   pi  on-o-  lifers  way, 

If  I    can   something  helpful    say,    Lord,    show  i»   how. 

I-f  I   can    right   a  human  wrong,    If  I   c=n  help  to  make  one   stro 

If  I    "an   cheer  with   smilp   or  song,    lord,    show  me  how. 
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If  I   ean  aid  one   in  distm0^.    1^  I    can  make   a   burden  less, 

If  I   ean    spread  more  happiness",    L^^d ,    show  me   how. 

If  I   ean  do   a  kindly  deed,    If  I   can  heln   someone   in  ne^, 

If  I   can   sow  a  fruitful    pe^d,    Lor-fl ,    show  me  how. 

If  I    "an   -feed  a  hungry  hp°r+,    If  T    "ran    give   a  b<=+4'=r   start 

If  T   can   ^il1    ■.    nobler  rpr^-,    Lord,    show  m 

j-p  ,.„    could   each   live   "nd   act   1b    this  way  our  lives  would   r^+ 
only  be  more    c  we   could  he  +he  in^+"i'm"n+r-   through   which   the  ' 

of  "oH   would   be   greatly  advanced.    Then  the  love  that  fa  needed  in  1^4-  +in°  wo 
become  a  reality  and  raid   each  come   to  know  the  truth  of  the  words   of  Paul, 

"L^ve   lis   the  one   thing  that    cannot  hurt  your  neighbor.." 


i  me, 

let  u. 

to   Confet     '  wait  for 

1    renew  ti.i.  th,    they   shall 

Lea,   they   B\  ■  nd   not  be 

,  '       ,  cone 

loci  in   confession. 

,  nercy  troon  us. 

'•.'■"  ' 

,  l!S. 

■    ,  ercy  upon  i     . 

Inrd,   have  mercy 

Assurance   of    :  ardoi  : 

for  those  ,  aot 

according  to  t  , 


/*nr     ay    /hrrn^    /■, 


EBIHTTT  CEARSii—liU  u.iiil    -'■-"■  "I    t-1""1' 

Ralph  C.    link,    Pastor 
Trinity  Church,   Iter  Bloomfield  9:00    A.M. 

Christ  Church,    Duncannon  10.70   A.n. 

THE  OEDSE  OP  WORSHIP  Ray   30,    1971 

The  Organ  Ereluae 

•The  Hyian   of  Praise  440 

♦  The  Call  to  Worship 

♦The  Prayer  of  Confession     (Unison) 

Forgive  us,  0  God,  for  the  protective'  sheila 
which  we  build  around  ourselves  to  shield  our— 
selves  from   our  brothers'    nec-i'E.      Kelj    as,    our 

r,    to  forgive  men  their  wrongs  against  us, 

in   ro  doing  we  may   reedy   ourselves   to  re- 
ceive your  forgiveness.      Grant   us  forgiveness, 
our  Father,    for  our  part  in   those    cunt 5  ■ 
which  oaUBO  nations   to  war  against   one:    another. 
Haiaove  from  us  the  blindness  which  causes  us  to 
seek  through  war  to  preserve  our  lib  irties   and 
yet  in  so  doing  destroy  the   freedom  of  others. 
Forgive    OS,    0  God,    when  we  fell   to  prey   for  our 
.,,   ales  on   the   cross.      Amen. 
*Th  •  Xyrio 
*Ihc    Assurance  of  Pardon 

eripturo Mark   1:16-28 

Gloria  Fatrl 
inthoa     (Trinity) 
Pastoral  rraycr 
Announ  com eats 

The   Receiving  of  Tithes   end  Offerings 
•The   Doxolojy 

*Thc  Offering  Prayer  end  lord's  rr^cr 
the  Hymn  of  Meditation  443 

The  Seimon "Pevolution3  or  Revolutionaries?" 

The   Sermon  Prayer 

•The  )lyjn   of  Response  442 

*The  Benediction 

*Thc   Threefold    .'ujon 

*fhe   Postlude 


•Congregation  Strnds 


GSI3RA1  AKH0OTCEriJ3TT3 

n    Central   Conference  will  be  held  from 
June   11th   to    the  I3th  at  Lebanon  valley. 

June    30th    at    2:00  P.M.    a   joint    eonci  story 
Hoetinc  will  be  held. 

Also  on  June    20th   at  8:00  P.M.    the  Mercers- 
burs  Association  will  officially  licenre   and 
i'     tail   Ralph  C.    link   a.s   the  pastor  of  the 
Trini  ty   Charge. 


CHRIST  CHURCH  AHJTODHOTIEM'S 

If  there   is  anyone   who   would  like  to  go-  to 
the  Perm  Central   Conference  at  T.ebonon  Valley 
as  a  delegate,   Please-  contact   the   Pastor. 

Some  of  the  members  have  inquired   about   con- 
tributing to   the   crgroi  fund  now  instead  of  at 
a  later  Sate.      Ill   contributions  will  bo 
gratefully   received.      As  pert   of  the  purchase 

sgreenent    >1,000  is  needed   as  the  down  pay- 
ment.     However,    if  you  wish  to    receive   credit 

for  your  gift,   please  mark  the   envelope 

"Organ   Fund"  and   the   secretary  will   credit 

this  to  your  account   in  the  beok. 
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In   a  recent   experiment   some  readers  were   shown  a  mock   copy  of 

T.V.    Guide.    In   tills    eopy  was   listed   three   fictiitious   programs   entitled, 

"Two   Scientists,"    "Freedom  Fighters »"  and    "Innocent  Kan."   "5ach  eopy  showed 

a  different   sponsor  for  the  i  .      he   fictitious   i  r      Alcoa, 

.  ..    and   a  r  listed   as   the  National   Protestant   Church.    Each  reader 

was   asked  to  list  which  programs   they  would  ssiEst  like  to  watch  and  in 

what  preference.    £ach  person  who  made   a  list,    chose  the  one  sponsored  by 

the  very  v=°-ue  and  fictitious  1  Protestant   Chorea  last 

on   their  list,    Which   is   an  indicate  anything  connected  with  the 

church  is  thought  of  as  being  not  too  powerful   or  too  strong. 

But  the   church  was  not   always   this  way.   Jesus  surrounded  Him- 
self with   controversial  people,   anK:iB»^sifi3t»BSiaifXKhailiBrxKHXi±kEX±H:ctktEta: 
nf::htaxii±ZE£Eigaj:azsEg^aji:^!:±±^:^iaHH?THriy      est  1  ini    of 

disciples  sing  iyjrtg#  j.ild  mannered  men,    who   walkwd  around  in   cl 

3ke  nice   cultured     ebrow  or   Aramaic  and  were  meek   and 
mild  in   all   thii      _.       i1         '       I  t    so.    It  .' ■  r  our  reli  -ion   a  little 

to  o    realiz  men  were   rather  re    '  ,  lished  uncouth 

men  for  the  most  part.  :ly  ■■»    -id  belon  stly  to 

the  laboring   class*  n   a  revolutionary  hem. 

imc        eter,  hut   a  man  identified  as  merel,  the 

Is  end   as     imo  alot  by  the  ot1     -. .  - 

anean  should  not  be   confused  an  because   it   is  not   the   same   thi      . 

.;   ccnanean  w  lot    and  the   Zealots  wer  mtp   of  peonle  who  were  the 

Litical  activists   of  the  r      .      hey  zieve  the  '  anted  to   overthrow 

the  government. 

y   little   is  known  abou"t  oalot.    The   only  thing 

mown  is  that  ai  iber  of  the  Zealots,   he   carried   a  dagger  called 

,      hich  he  had   been  trained   to  use    and    to  kill   with  one   swift   stab    and 
that  as    ■  lot  he   h  n   an  oath  to  kill    anyone   stirri::  ati   Jewish 


2. 
fellings  or   :      '  ti-         ish  action. 

The    Zealots  had   cone    into   prominence   several  years  before   Simon 
born.   Ki  'od  had  installed  Homan  customs  in  Jerusalem  and  required  the 

- s   to  follow  then.    Ten  men  plotted   to  '         i      bj   hiding  In   the 

ber  where  he  wai  >sed  to   enter,   but   Herod's  special  police  had  been 

and  the   ten  :  rrested   and  executed. 

Then  he   install  .      ■       I  "  r  the  main  gate.    This 

Hated  two  i      who   aloa  Bd  to  tear  it  down  in  a  bold 

raid  one  ni       ',.  ire    all   cr  ■  nd  burned   to  death..  All   of  these  tilings 

only    '  the  hatred    and  the   activity  of  the  zbx  resistance  movene; 

Herod   and  his   solclierr  t  oat  these  neenle   an  them  killed.    So   they 

i   flee   ^nr   live  tn  rod   and  hie  men. 

•       '.  an  atmosphere..   Re  must   h  rd  the 

bloo  iriee  told  of  how  the  Zealots  had  resisted   Herod,  per- 

formed   gory  feats  of  slaughter  and  killing..  Perhaps  as  a  boy  he  had    witnessed 

the    >uhllc  cruclflxi  '.   two  thousand  oar.  for  their  shorted  attempt  to  over- 

vernnent.  it   from  his  vil'      a,  sue 

lave   seen  it  fre  i      i      vil]  too. 

er. 

rwally  -rthwhile.  had 

to  be  done.  Overthrow  the  system,  drive  out  the      s  and  create  a  new 

:. r.  Do  away  with  the  establishment  and.  star       ccr'  tch.  The  idea  of 

uafnfg  the      ■  or  throwing  a  burnij   torch  ■:    the  way  to  jet  results. 

An  idealist  such  a-  ]  '  felt  at  h:    J  '        .  \  .  '.  -theraen, 

of  the  other  fanatic  groups  we  have  around  tod   .    id  hin  a  fire  he 

or  a  grenade  and  he  would  have  thought  he  was  doing  something  i  ■. 

But  how  did  a  n?n  such  as  Simon  find  himself  in  the  company  of 

eaceful  revolutionary  suc';  thl  does  not  give  us  any  clues. 

All  we  :now  is       -re  Jesus  h    i  :ed  this  nap.  to  be  one  of  '      :  lowers. 

risons  do  i      p  there.  '   '  - 

I .:■■ .  ;    ;o    .  .  1th  a  peace'-  ;  -   '  ,  but  he 

is   rub  bin  •  elbows   wi  «aa  who    .  tax   collector  and  would  have  been   a 


5. 

collaborator  with  the   Romans.    I:     ;:^?ir  ix%W£&::Z±t&+  prior  life    they  would 

have   each  done   every'  ser  to   have  the   other  killed.    Simon 

would    1  awe   awaited   the  proper  time   to  have   sunk  his  dagger  into   the  belly 

of    latthew,   and  Matthew  would  have   slipped  away  and  given  a  note  to  the 

nearest   Roman  patrol   and   I  '  ion  the   Sealot   arrested.    What  prevented 

each  of  them   from   fulfilling  the   almost  natural   desire   to   do   away  with  the 

other?    The   only   answer  is   of  course  the  power   and  personality  of  Jesus. 

took  not   only   Simon  and  F.atthew,    bit   other  people  of  diverse   and  adverse 

beliefs   anci  ,    ■         changed  them  into  new   creatures.    He   almost   gave  them 

a  new  life,    and  we   could   say  that   t  re   resurrected    completely.    They 

became  something  far  differen  ley  started  out 

We    -.:■  this  is   two   areas  of  our  lives   if  we  look  for  it. 

can  first   s<  s  it  i  nation.    We  are  a   country  made  -'erent 

races,    different   natfonallties,    different   1  z,    cultures,   backgrounds, 

rel:  :""fero.t    I  that   C£  \  '    idually, 

n-  ■•  I    "  ■  on  thi  r  ]     ist  two  hundred 

i    I  >r  two  hi  >re .   But  the 

:her  in  ,  been   th 

;ther  collectively  when  it  was  necessary,     ,'e  did   this   In    the    Revolutionary 

i  LSI 2  and   even  the   Civil  .     fe   did   it   in   all   of  the  other 

conflicts  in  which  we  became  involved,   bee  a   felt  we  were   defend!; 

not   only  our  freedom,   but  the  freedom  of  other  people.   But  now  as   a  nation 

we   are   splj  livided    :  reas.    We  hold  rent  viewpoints   about 

many   things,    the   chief  of  which  is   our  involvement   in    ,'iet  "--m.    Most  of  us 

t   war  is  no  longer  the  way   to   settle   thiSngst    but   we   ! 

the   answers  to  ending  this     "     7  '      .      rom  the  outside  we  r  to 

be   all  'erent  ways,   but   I  am  certain  that  we  will  once  again  be 

able  to  become   a  united  natloi  .         .    causes  for  which  many  of  our  young  men 

and  women  gave   their  lives   are   still   the   cause  we   stand   for  tod^y.    Only 

through  love   and  under-  ,    -no   having  ;:    forgiving  nature  toward  those 

Id  tear  our  unity  ill  we   survive.    Only   through  our   continued 
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trust   in  cad   can  wo  ho©e   to    continue   as  a  nation   of  free   people.    Thie   is 
■  kept  us   to  sur  differeno  unity  and 

diversities  into  stren 

"o  witness  this  in  our  churches.   As  the  twelve   disci  ^les 
:-,    .  e  ■  looked 

brothers,    so  we  in   the   Church  of  Jesus   Christ   are   different-  ?   little 

in   comnon.  ,    different  l  ,    different   i€a 

in  many   different       ■        .     Fe   have   little  re  rt  from 

each  other  in   cveiv     son   r  '      .  rtimea      e   threaten  to  push  out  or 

throw  out  others,    or  leave  ourselves   If  they  don't. 

ho  brought  ■■     "  ■     ,   keeps  us  her. 

"       ipit«  ill   of  our  differences  he   will  not   let  ui  .       >r  he 

keeps  us  ' s  own. 

in  this  is  something  that  ill  .    T      c  :m  t 

■11  alone.   It  needs  love   end  oonee:  '  illingnc 

.    It  must   constantly  be  worl  Ing  just 

under  t  old-  desire  to  break  away  to  rebel   .and  to  do   an 

it. 

After  the   crucifixion   it   must   have  been  like   thisf  for   Simon  the 
;:    desire  must   have  been  there  to   sharpen  his   sica  and   to   aves 
the   death  of  his  master,      one  of  Ms  old   croni^  aid  ti    him, 

so      •  i  m,    Cone  on  back,  ua  revoluti    m  ri      .  ere 

with,    look  wha  <ened    to   hi    .  hi*    at   the   hands   of  those 

like   they  do  to   every   ?u     \:ho  does  not  fight  them  every  inch  of  the  wa$. 
Con  I  ;h  us,   we  will  tere  it;.       t.  action  is  with 

not   with  your  dead  leader.     ,o     :et  things  done  fast  man   and   we   don't  fool 

around. " 

But   Simon  had  been  gripped  by   s   revolution   r..    tipe  of  love   that 
was   shown  to  him  by  a  man  who   c*i  ■   iveness  for  his   torturer,  . 

He  couldn't  andersitand   the   change  that  had  taken  pier-     i      I  '"  life,   but 

.  ,      i     do  not  know  all  of  the   complete  story  of  Simon 


the    Zealot,   but   It   is  "believed   that   he   faithfully   i  n    in 

a  before   ho   was  killed   as  a  martyr.    ~:e   found  that   this   dead  master 
led  the  biggest*   the  greatest  the  flaringest  revolution  the  worlc  rer 

seen..   And    so  he   followed   this   crucified   one  because  he   had   seen  this  man  as 
the   risen  lord.    And  we   read   of  his   having  been  there   in  the  first   chapter 

cts. 

iSiahaM-£±nnnlr.   in.  :fe*ax&Kk±js3nHCBX*ifcixBWBj  SEBta  -thEnrsmsriocis 

^Vip--^T»ffgT^Y^ic^gt"tta«rfcMttiirf±^^:Kas:'J:t^ii^;dBi.tB^Hfctjg:^t»wirwwHxa^iEAa^a 
fHHSktxsnfixjtiJasauaiJz-.nfiithE::^....  htxaaEtxitii5d::3:hBrH^r?hyt^'-J?gJesE 

j5BHaiKSxiiBSEtxz3«±ixiiHt-  kmcK  .::lsii--±n::3niin;+.?L::xa]Sciixtkt2::Ss:r-Ktot 

ve  lear  I     , 

ii         t   the  weak,    :::anbv  out  by  some.  That  he  nrkes 

all  other  revolutionaries  ;s  look  dul]  lj    si 

he    is   still    t  t«      reatest   reroli  fci  seen.    And  it 

I  • ;  !  eratea. 


11  to  worship:  'The  ea.  sided  its  increa:  i 

1,  our       s  blessed  us. 

II  to  Confession:        Lord  should  mark  iniquit- 
s,  who  could  stand?  But  there  is  forgiveness  with 
If  we  confess  our  sins  he  is  fait]      nd 
just      ill  forgive  us  our  sins  and  cleanse  us 
from  all  unrighteousness.   Let  us  pray. 
Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us. 
Lori  ,       ercy  upon  us. 
,    ve  mercy  u 
rist,  have  mercy  upon  us. 
Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us. 
Lord,        rcy  v  is. 

urance  o:       l:  If  any  man  sin  we  have  an  ad- 
vocate with  the       ',      e  is  Jesus  Christ  the 
■hteous.   He  i      atonement  for  our  sins,  and 
':;  only  ours  but  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.   God 
will  ;     y  every  need  of  ours  ace ore     -o  his 
riches  in  :;lory  in  Jesus  Christ.   ten. 
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THE  ORDER  OF  WORSHIP 


November  19,  1972 


The  Or  ;an  Prelude 

•The  Hyrm  of  Praise  19 

'The  Call  to  Worship 

"E.,;  Prayer  of  Confession  (Unison) 

Father  God,  we  humbly  ask  forgiveness, 
for  we  have  squandered  that  which  thou  hast 
go  Traciously  *iven  to  the  sons  of  man.   We 
spread  the  gift  of  fertile  Sk.il  to  tho  winds 
and  cause  it  to  be  washed  into  the  3ea.   In 
our  ;reed  we  pollute  the  pure  water  and  lakes 
d ■!  atreana.  Wo  take  the  ore  froLi  under  the 
earth  and  use  it  for  evil  purposes.   If  only. 
Father,  this  were  the  end  of  it!   But  oven 
nore,  we  .abuse,  twist,  and  manipulate  thy  p.ft 
of  our  brothers  for  our  private  ends.  Even 
this  is  not  the  end,  for  we  take  the  gift  of 
thy  Sou,  and  his  body  the  Church,  and  his 
Word,  and  bond  the].:  to  our  desires.   Have 
norcy,  nost  nerciful  Father.   Anen. 
•The  Eyrie 
•The  Assurance  of  Pardon 

The  Scripture Genesis  15:1-5 

Romans  12:1-18 
•The  Gloria  Petri 
The  Anthem  (Trinity) 
The  Pastoral  Prayer 
Tho  Announc  clients 

The  Receiving  of  Tithes  and  Offerings 
•She  Doxology 

•Tho  Offering  Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
Litany  Thank  Offering  (Trinity)  ■ 
Tho  Hyun  of  Meditation  4-3* 

The  Sermon "Forefathers,  Indians  and  Bibles" 

The  Senaon  Prayer 

•The  Hymn  of  Response  4J6 


•The  Benediction 
•The  Threefold  Amen 
•The  postlude 

•Congregation  Stands 

GE1GEAL  AHWOUBCEKESTS 
Mo  bible  study  this  week. 

Youth  will  meet  this  evening  in  New  Eloonfiold 

at  6:50  PI,. 

/&•/</  A"-  '-**/?!      //'  >'-'^ 

TRINITY  CHURCH  AlflTOUHCEJTETTTS 
The  Community  Thanksgiving  Sorvicc  will  be 
held  on  Wed.  Nov.  22nd  at  7: JO  FH  at  St. 
7#wr.  Bernard's  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
6    Sfe-tfi-     °FFf**"i     r&mnarx 

CHRIST  CHURCH  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There  will  be  a  Thanks  jiving  Service  at 
Kinkora  Hone  today  at  2:00  PII.   All  churches 
will  participate  and  all  church  nenbors  are 
invited  to  attend. 

The  Connunity  Thanks  ;ivin'j  Service  will  be- 
held on  Wed.  Nov.  22nd  at  7:  JO  FH  at  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

Next  Sunday  Nov.  26">  we  will  neet  at  the 
church  at  3:00  PK  to  [lake  advent  wreaths. 
Cone  join  in  the  fun  and  brinj;  tho  faiiily 
and  sone  jreens. 

Church  World  Service  Clothing  Drive,  Dec. 
11*.   Clothin;  needed:   Men's  clothin;,  no 
shoos  &  no  overcoats;  Children's  clothin,;, 
up  to  size  12;  Honey  for  blankets. 
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?ef  athera ,  Ind  i         Lble  s . " 

:     esis  15:5b   "then  he  .11  your  descendants 

be." 
3   12:10s     >ve  one  another  with  brotherly  affection." 

Lay  is  a  that  is  devoted  to  .  .     the 

church  calendar  it  is  list     ;  ,  Forefathers 

,    :Tican  Indi         ,   L  lie  Sunday  and  marks  the  begins 
of  National  3ible  Week.  Kence  the  dubious  sermon  title  in  which 
shall  deal  with  three  aspects  of  todays  observances  and  hopefull;  ■  tKBL 
try  to  draw  t         ier  in  some  fashic.  . 

incoln  in  his  Gettysbur     Iress  began  that  ad- 
dress with  the  historic  words;      ^score  and  seven  years  ago  our 

"hers  brought  fort       this  continent  a  new  nation."   Zais  was  in- 
deed a  new  nation  and  considering  the  advances  made  by  this  nation  in 
the  mere  ~  God       ve  blessed  it.   Con- 

si  life  rhen  he 

was  still  called   ram,  dream  or   vision, 

-is  reward  would  be  very      .         testioaed  this 
asked  w      1  could  give  him  since  h<        il  1  >ss  and  therefore 
no  heirs.     one  to  take  uj  .  ft  off.   He  said  you 

no  off  ijm  a  slave  born  ill  surely 

be  xftxjnnrrg  my  b.eir.   But  God  said,  "This  man  &1      at  be  your  heir." 
took  he  outside  and  he  told  him,  "Look  toward  heaven  and  number 
the  stars  if  you  are  able.   So  shall  your  descendants  be."   "So  shall 
your  descendants  be." 

Look  at  the  heavens  some  night  when  it  is  clear  and  you 
are  away  from  the  bright  lights  of  our  cities  that  make  it  impossible 
to  see  the  stars,  and  try  to  count  »*«&s.  It's  absolutely  impossible 
to  even  be  in  because  there  are  so  many.  Yet  God  told  Abram  his  descend- 
ants would  nu  the  stars.  You  and  I  are  descendants  of 
this  family.   How  we  are  related  cannot  be  determined  except  that  we 


2 
must  look  at  Abraham  and  all  w  ter  as  our       thers.   They 

were  the  ones  who  broke  the  ground  and  lai       ;roundwork  for  all  we 
have  today.   It  was  our  forefathers  who  c-ine  to  this  land  and  laid  down 
the  rules  and  principles  upon  which  this  nation  is  founded. 

;  our  forefathers  came  here  and  found  there  were  other 
people  living  here.  sn  and  the  indians  tried  to 

live  together  in  peace.   But  somewhere  alon  ;  the  line  the  works  of  evil 
"id  hatred,  jealousy,  envy  and  anger  took  the  place  of  reason  and 
sense.   So  instead  of  a  land  being  shared  by  both  white  and  red 
,  we  had  a  land  upon  which  the  blood  of  many  from  each  side  was  shed, 
and  unfortunately  for  the  red  nan  he  was  too  greatly  outnumbered. 

■r   far  too  many  years  now  we  have  read  and  seen  the 
Indian  depicted  as  a  cruel  harsh  s  unable  to  be  civilized. 

But  if  we  search  the  records  w«      ind  that  this  jptxfccKBi  is  not  the 
case.   There  are  ians  showing  nore  common  decency 

and  love  IrtrnTirrp* y'anjiy. ■■ranrx anay^'tksra   toward  the  white  nan,  th       aps 
the  white  man  has  shown  toward  the  indian.  ]6'  i.ri..'~  i  ,  ■  ,--  ■  r    i  i"ii, 
(Illustration  of  Wyandot  Indians  in  Columbus  Ohio) 

la  this  an  example  of  hatred?   Of  course  not,  it  is  an 
example  of  love,  and  yet  how  often  do  we  read  and  hear  of  the  bitter 

/JOT"*" 

:-ed  of  the-      ;e  Indian?" 

There  is  another  element  that  needs  to  be  br      out 
at  this  point,  and  it  also  has  to  do  with  the  Forefathers  who  founded 
our  nation.   y^rmrrfcig^DfB^MwdrsTrRxlkgjc  It  has  to  do  with  their  reasons 
for  coming  to  America. 
(Illustration  of  boy  and  answer  about  the  S±±5cexsts  Puritans) 

This  boy  had  the  right  reason,  but  he  had  it  a  little 
mixed  up.   Yet  in  a  short  while  this  becmae  the  very  attitude  of  e 
of  this  nations  founders,  and  people  viere  bein^;  persecuted  for  not  bei 
followers  of  f^uote,  "the  true  faith."   The  very  reason  that  made  them 
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flee  their  native  land,  "became  a  stumbling  block  here  in  t.        . 

the  history  of  man  is  repeated  over  and  over-.   But  fortunately  for  all 

concerned  this  nation  was  founded  upon  a  belief  in  ^>od  and  in  his 

word  as  the  most  important  thin;  in  life.  k   belief  that  was  founded 

upon  a  book.   A  book  that  if  followed     lived  according  to  what  it 

sets  forth,  can  c         ind  to  rise  above  strife  and  hatred  and  all 

of  the  other  ills  to  which  mankind  is  afflicted. 

In  the  church  as  we  have  known  it  in  the  past  decade  or 

e  have  seen  a  deterioration  of  religion.   ,e  can  read  about  this 

.  ligation,  because  it  has  become      Lc  of  convey. 

tion  in  man       .      iuse  of  declining  rel      t   churches  have 

taken  new  looks  at      elves  and  their  neighbors  and  have  come  to  t 

conclusion  that  the  problen  lies  in  being  separated  and  therefore  the 

solution  is  t       .  'aery  loves  company"  could 

apply  here,  because  I  am  be  .-,-  churci  a  means  to 

unite  one  weak  ^roup  with  another  and  hope  for  stren 

But  what  has  been  overlooked  in  all  of  this  is  : 

churches  s  ve  continued  t  lo  one  se 

Ipon  J 

to  take  this  into  consideration.   xxtaK&xfesBni  examining  these  churches 

and    i    conaarisons  between  then  ind  us,  there  are  several 

points  that  stand  out.      t,  the--  on  all  sorts  of  new 

-  and  ideas,   .ind  seconcl  lible.   ..hen  we 

look  at  our  own  denomin   '.  that  it  Btill  uses  the  Bible,  but 

not  as  it  once  iid.   Jut  you  see  the  reason  why  the  Jible  has 

into  disuee  in  some  c        is  because  the  liberals  have  b      ver 

and  anyone  making  extensive  use  of  the  Jible  L        st  while  back  has 

been  labeled  as  "fundamental"  or  pente      .    ell  the  liberals  and 

the  humanists  have  had  their  d.  ,     now    is  le 

believin  lurches  to  assume  their  proper  role  in 

Shristianit;  .  the  wronr;  places  f  or -**e 

77HF 
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iution  of  its  problems.        ablem  of  the  church  as  I  see  it,  i 
ust  start  using  the  book  again  and  get  back  to  its  basics.   I  think 
this  is  also  the  problem  of  our  nation. 

started  ou;      od  feari       "  ,         ion  who 
loved  God,  e  by  the  book,  but  we  have  deteriorated  into 

a  nation        ie  who  follow  any  book  at  this  stage  of  the  jame,  whether 
is  is  a  book  written  by  Benj      pock  or  one  written  by  Malcolm  .. 

a  deteriorated  inot  a  society  of  people  who  are  followers  of  psychol    , 
sociology,    ;rolo  y   ■  '    all  sorts  of  intellectual  sciences  that  lead  us 
farther     £   bher  from  God. 

It  is  tine  we  in  the  church  really  look  at  our  Christianity 
see  if  we  are  co;      ;ions  of  Bible  Christians  or  if  tsstaaixioE  we 
are  instead  ce      tions  of  KX2z&±k±2^am±x.   readers  of  everythi:. 
I  do  not  advocate  that  merely  reading  the  Bible  will  make  all  our  national 
-^_ind  social  problems  dissolve  or  disappear,  but  I  am  saying  that  by  the 
inspiration  derived  from  the  ^ible,  we  will  be  motivated  into  solvin-  the 
problems  and  ills  of  mankind  because  we  will  look  at  things  in  a  new  li 
light  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

A 

^very  member  of  e  ery  co  hould  be^daily  reader/ 

of  the  3ible.   We  should  reach  for  our  Bibles  as  avidly  as  we  reach  for 

the  sports;  Les  in  the  daily  newspaper.   If        :ot  say 

that  we  read  at  least  o:      LI  portion  of  scripture  each  day,  then  we 

cannot  say  that  we  are  true  followers  of  Jesus,  because  even  he  read  the 

iptures.      :ie  read   everythin  .  table   to  be  knowled^able    on   all   sorts 

what  reason  e  e   for  no$  reading 

o£   subjects,    so  HlsgtxxitmdbshcKKxii&tocxaxil  the   Bible   as  we   do   other  material? 

rou;-h  the  use  of  the        uch  has  been  accomplished. 

i  the  use  of  the  .  ,  ff^ny   obstacles 

ive  been  overcome. 

(Illustration  of  India:  .'band) 

is  is  what  can  and  has  been  done  by  people  who  were  con- 
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ceraed  enough  about  others  to  help  them.   3ut  by  the  same  token  it  is  by 

aid  sharing  the  word  with  others  that  the:      be  useful  is  al 

l  ration  of  Jos]       ris  Pima  Indian) 

iave  heard  and  read  many  stories  of  the  indians  and  the 

savages  they  were,  but  how  many  times  have  we  read  of  their  love  for  the 

Saviour?   When  we  tal       refathers  and  Indians  and  Bibles,  it  is  ohb.1 

^  a  lot  of  things  all  rolled  into  one.   This  i'hanksgiving  ".unday  we  need 

to  each  go  to  our  warm  comfortable  secure  homes,  and  thank  God  for  our 

Forefathers.   For  our  herita  ;e.    3  need  to  thank  him  that  he  made. brothers 

'W/TM  Arc  au.   ortre*J  1 

mm      jbl^  b]      -lean  In."  ~    ,^       ::  need  to  thank  Him  for  His  word  tl 

has  been  hander      to  us.       ith  each  of  these  blessings  we  need  to 

ask  him  to  help  us  to  be  faithful  to  our  Saviour  that  we  nay  live  for  him 

not  only  as  proud  descendants  upon  this  earth,  but  as  a  people  of  Clod 

striving  to  pass  on  a  heritage  to  those  yet  unborn.  :eep  us 

;  iful  to  the  task. 


St.   .Torn  Balenton       11:00     ll/24/< 

*Prce:;f  ■;':  -r  a]     :'\  '  ""      /^ 

-   '  :- 
I 
f  As  ei  i ;  ni  Parffoi 

,        :      '  v  ;  ■'     g 

..j mil  y3.r 

Scripture     2  Corinthians     9;    u-15 

•Gloria.  Patri 

♦apostle 

*l  t  Pra; 

venture  with  Salem  for  Advent  p%g 
bring  evergreens  and  cones. 
3:00  till  ?  Soup,  bread,  cookies, milk, 

/*/>.  2V7"      *«  £"47>         /?,£-  «,  .•  a/jTT  *-<, 


Offering,   Prayer 

*Hymn    Oj"? 

Sermon 

Prayer  ft  Lord's  Prcyer 

♦hymn    J  J  J 

♦Benediction 

♦Threefold   Amen 


Salem  Lanartine     9:  "50        11/24/  68 

♦Processional   Hymn  J% 
♦Call  to    Worship  Pg.      3p 
♦Confession  of  cin 

ssur^nce   of     ax 
■,-ripture      2  Corinthians  9;6-15 
*  rloria  Patri 
♦Apostles   Creed 
♦Pastoral   Prayer 
Anthem 
Announcements 

Advent   Sunday  lec.l,    soup,   bread,   mill 
cookies.  Make  wreaths.  <pi  j 

bring  greens  £   cones.  f 

joint  venture  with  Emlenton 
3;00  P.M.    till   v 
Florence    :itts  ? 
ft?wr>.       i    •        .       t  ..     ^.^^ 


offering,    Response,   Pn    ' 
•  ■-  >  - 

-  "ymn  y  3 { 
♦Benediction 
•threefold   Anen 


THE  VTSSH  1 1  ITEI1  BWBCH  OF  mniST 

The  flowers  have  been  placed   on  the  altar  this 

Vrnder^rift,    Pa 

morning  by  Mr*  Carl  Doverspike. 

Mr.   Ralnh  Link 

###**### 

Mrs.   Herman  McCutchnon 

Orpanlat 

Guest  Speaker  for  Novemler  3C,   19ft)  Mill   be 
Mr.    Ralph  Link. 

Mcvomtor  23,   1969     Twenty  Fifth  Sunday 

11:00  A.M. 

1 

V 

after  Trinity 

3HHHMHHH* 

Prelude 

Nomination*  to  the   offices   cf  Elder  and  Deacon 

$ 

Lightning     of  the  Candles 

have  been  made  as  follows: 

^, 

flPBDCESSIKM.  BXKK 

FACE  lt3lt 

>c 

*E'TPrtT  AW)  PdAIE 

Mr.   Carl  Dcverstiko         Elder 

\ 

tCpi-TEssici*  nF  sis 

F.iGE  h 

Mr.  Robert  Kinp                  Deacon 

s 

*KWTE 

F..GE  518 

•tsASSfPj.ME  OF  PARDON 

P„GE  5 

*HHHJ*S#* 

*-FP„  IS1 

PAGE  5 

•COLrECT 

*tev.   and  firs.   Gecrge  Winters  will  move  into 

SGTORI4   PATRI 

PAGE  l|92 

the  parsonage  on  Dacemtoer  2,   1969.  Ke  will 

SCRIPTURE 

preach  his   first  sermon  an  Sunday  Decenber  £ 
1969 

JOTAI  KiSPOSSE 

«  nw 

PAGE  1(35 

IHHHHHHW 

:    '      TiSS  DWEBD 

p  s'    ai  i  rhsi 

WORK  »'TGHT 

0FSR1I  F.ESPf'SE 

::w 

Anather  ni^ht  has  been  selected  for  preparation 

PTPICBHECTS 

»f    the  parsonage  for  occuDoncy.  This  ni^>      ia 

OFFEHWRI 

Monday  Nor,  J}*,  1969.    Workers' are  need' :',  with 

*OPYEFTPnT  RTSWTSB 

equfjDvient  for  washing  wroducrk  eta.  It  has  b^en 

tHYMF 

PAGE  [«36 

noted  that  the  basement  walls  have  been  washed 

SBKM3N 

down  by  Mr.  Carl  Doverspike,   with  possibility  af 
painting  in  future,     Wark  will  ecMflenae  at   C:V: 
P.M.     Km  Hf. 

•RBCESSITK'.U  HYMK 
*FE»iEDICTIP»1 

FAOEU32 

ttEXTP'OUISHP'G  OF  THE  C.'TORS 

POSTIDDE 

*  CT'-'GREGATION  STANDING 

Gratitude: 
A  Way  of  Living 


IN  I  I ll1  gospel  <■]  Luke  there  is  ,l  story  told  of  how  fcaus 
met  and  cured  ten  lepers  Onl]  one  i ;i  the  Lcn  re- 
turned to  givt  thanks  for  the  miracle.  Apparently  the 
others  believed  thai  God  owed  it  to  them. 

Just  because  die  lift  expectancy  for  citizens  ol  the  1  Inked 
States  is  aboui  seventy  years,  some  people  believe  thai  God 
issues  a  paid  up  life  insurance  policy  lor  this  length  of 
time;  thai  il  any  oi  our  loved  ones  l.iil  to  live  qui  their  Bib- 
lical three  scire  and  ten,  God  has  failed  them  So  few  appre- 
ciate that  each  day  of  life  is  .1  gift. 

Every  day  of  life  is  to  be  lived  in  gratitude,  This  is  the 
secret  ui  the  Vpostle  Paul's  success.  He  expressed  freely  his 
thankfulness  to  God  and  to  his  co-workers  for  everything 
they  did.  Ho  wrote:  "I  thank  my  God  .  .  .  for  you  all." 
(Romans  1:8)  To  the  congregation  at  Corinth  he  said,  "I 
thank  my  God  always  on  your  behalf."  (I  Coi  inthians  1:1) 
To  Ins  iiiiiiils,  <ii  I'liiltipi  v.li.i  ln-1i  iitided  him  while  he 
was  imprisoned  in  Rome,  he  said,  "I  thank  my  God  upon 
every  remembrance  oi  you."   (Phillrpiare  1:3) 

In  spite  oj  being  beaten,  stoned,  jailed,  chased  qui  of 
[own.  >hipuu:<  kid,  chained,  hungry,  and  at  1  Ik-  point  of 
death  with  malaria,  Paul  always  gave  thanks. 

Il  is  interesting  to  note  thai  not  even  the  Pilgrims,  us 
pious  and  devout  as  they  were,  seriously  considered  ob 
serving  :i  day  (if  Thank^ivini"  until  ihey  hail  endured  the 
hardship  of  the  New  World  for  one  terrible,  devastating 
year.  They  learned  the  hard  way  how  wrong  n  is  to  lake 
even  the  simple  things  in  life  for  granted. 

Can  we  learn  anything  at  ;ill  From  die  experience  ol 

OlllCTS.? 


DUHCAH1J0H   C^UHCIT   OF  CHURCHES 

Th&nlc  egi  ving  Eve   Stervtoe 

CHURCH  OF  301  j                                HOraiBER    25,    1970 

Rev,    Chester  L.   Harsolf,  Pastor 
Ralph  C.    Link,    Guest    Speaker 

The  Dun cannon  Council  of  Churches  welcomes 
you   to  this  service.      We  want  to  express 
our  thanks  to  the  congregation  and  pastor 
of  the   Church  of  God   for  the  use  of  their 
facilities. 

Prelude 

Call  To  Worship 

Prayer 

636 

The   tentative  date   for   the   community 
Christinas  tree   lighting  is  Monday  December 
7th   at  7:30  P.M.      Please   support   this   as 
well  as  the  other  joint  sponsored   services 
of  the   Duncannon  Council    of  Churches. 

Scripture II    CorintM  ana  9:6-15 

Prayer 

Hyim                                              443 

Announcements 

' 

Offering 

Special  Music 

Sermon "Vhat   Do  I   Have    To  Be   Thankful  par" 

♦Hymn                                              635 

*T?en  sdjcfciott 

*Po3tludfi 

♦Denotes   Congregation   Standing 

) 

o  give  vfixnks  zo  me  Ior6. 


I* 


we  are   .  .  '  11  be   c 

Day.   We  can  er, 

Vl£r  M" 

-A  '  • 

f/=  sTVp»-*?r  y  twtf&vsr&i  /Frrj-ff  KAt-f£f  Yfiru4h^ 

i  1        v>sen  she     s  >stion. 

get  worse  before   it  fcer.    So  therefore, 

can   '  I  9   celeb: 

In  the  — 

to  offer  thej  he  helping   of  othe1    . 

ridee   ^;ec 

.■■ 

er  in  eve-  all  tl  .through 

■' 

we   cut  our  trust   in  TTira  wh-  I  os  the       i  >re 

and   these  are 

reasons  f or  to  God.  So  on   '  we  can  st 

be        .  in  see 

s  land'-  cember  <  ■  . 

:-md  to  come  to 
Bf  .   A  they  were  free  from  persecute  >elie.    ./J  £ 

peo  Erst  chi  io  ,  are  tod 

■  nl  e  r  auks 

to  God  for  all  blest  .  y  id  we  still 

■  inue  the  observance.  be   be   thankful   for  today  as  the  Pi 

did  on  that  f i ■  .    I  .  respects  we  have  more  to  be  thankful 

t  of  our  thanksgiving  sever;:!    things  that   stand  out.    First  w 

worshi    ,  17  thanks,    a;1'" 

To  many  pe  -t- 

•'      .  ^*u*-  or  ocwift  >ur  obs<  and 


yet  it  need  not  be  so   to                                     .  ^   for  us               ;end  a 

service  if  we  can.   Most  conr  .                        not  mandatory 

.    .           pa  this  is  one  fault  with  our  nr  ,                               .      Bpeci   My 

.  lat 

a  Chan                             ,    to  over-i  l  ,    or  to  have 

a                                .-  the  daj  ere, 

the                           ;.    Still  oth  lev!  si  or.   sets 

engrossed   i                                   .       leh  one  of  these  thD                                    eneficial. 

if  then  affords  an  opportunity  to  ovo  I    ■    frustration  and 

t   to  what   the   i  jids 

r,  usable.  We  tt  .r.  to  worshi  od* 

.    rather  difficult  to  bur.- 

,   piled  ]  :ey  and 

all  .  i  ask  thai  all  bow  th«  i 

who  would  be  offend  e< 
isk..  It  //V  '  s  1  i  vp   . 

I        s  invi  breakfast  once,  re 

of  another  faith.    3e-  )   e      3  sat  •  ryone  was  havi  I    e 

and  were  enjoying  themseslvei  *3    .    1  ,    which 

I   did    r   ther  hesitantly  because  prayer  3eeiaed   about   the   last   thing   that   was  needed 
at  this  tine.    There  was  a  kind  c  c     i  ae  te  <  v  le      r«    kfaet  afte  - 

ward  and  a  more   rsver-nt  rd  the  whole  occasion.    J?ven  several   of  the 

waitresses   came  an  to  me   and  commented  on  the  and   it's  effec   . 

they  had  never  h  me  offeztpa  prayer 

,r-a   server    at   t':  .  see,    -"l1    thai    we  need  to 

do  is   to  f  mood.      .  i       =«s2B  -^ase  at  T-aaot  anil) at* "  *    *■-"*-£   ■■Ari.s  4,'-    to 

-eeaSsrJHhsx&      _.  »%«a  fion«rfo-r---g_r*cfr~e£~.    . 

Ve  show  th  ays.   WJ        children  i  o   reminc 

them,    "How  what  do  •    to  "Jnble  Prank?"  A7-d  dutifully  the  nks.    It 

need  not  be   thd  .  east  I  hetie  that  we  do  not  act  tl 

irith  our  Creator.    Sometimes  when   thfn  "0  well   for 


3. 
inclined   to  take  too  much  fo_  sd  and  even  take   credit  for  our  accomplish- 

ments.    I:     bbfs   reelect  \i^  :ie  the  -1  A  TrmrTT  who   took  over  a  vacanl    lob   , 

■-Mch  wag   packed   with  weeds,    tin   cans,    rubbisl:  '  '    .    After 

,-■     back   or-       :"  med  it  into  a  he  ird  a. 

pastor  d  looking  over  the  fence  he  was  'eased.    Se    rem;  rked* 

■us,   you   anc  job  here,."    "Yes  indeed,"  he   re- 

have  seen  the  f  it 

. annot   d<  it   the  h;  ad.    It  is 

.   It  is  m.    So  th  -re- 

od  for   all  His  ble 

-•  il  '       ■ 

620.  ' ied  because  of    •  Ltter  >ecause   of  th. 

d.   But  in  ti  p  1  •       ■'    ■ 

]    era   and  fi  fields.    .  It  - 

vest.     '  :  3  dec!  led    th  aside   a  da; 
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.  .  I  s  "■  Dliday  has  been  ''^nded  down  to  us  fro 
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?   Or  are   we  goirig  to  do   cc   ao  air-.  .  0   an  ov    - 

■  le  and   eat  and  drii  selves  full,   and  bearer     ive  one  to 

why   we   o  day?  People   should  b<  ore   aware  that   this  i  s  e*   day 

that  may  not  be  particularly  Holy.    Yet  it   shoi  Id  hi  Ln   significance 

us.    It   should  make  us   awa  I    is  is   a  day  we   render  feearl  anks 

to  our  Creator  it  He  has  done  for  each    3f  us.    This  need  not  me  we 

i id i  nd  do  nothing,  do  the  things  we  want  and  we 

like,    but  we   should  pause   to  ex  "itude   and   ^ur  humble   thfoks   to   our 

God. 

Through    jur  worship  and   our  thanks   to  God  we  begin  to  grow  in 

"  ">ve.  'pnnot  worship  God,    pnd  we  cannot    thank  Him  and  not  love  Him.    It  is  im- 

possible  to  do    so.    Ho'-?  could   we  worship  soiaeone,    and   show  our  thsnke   to  him   ai 

hate  him?   It   can't  be   done.    Yet  we  do  not  often   think   of   our  love   for  Him.    We 
willingly  worship  Him  and   we  wi  serve  Him,    yet  we   hesitate,  show  our  love. 


4. 
Mow  how  do  we    show  our  love?    By  living  as  we   should.    We  know  what    is   right  and  we 
Know  what  is  wrong,    iherefore  we  need   to   try  to  nvc   as  ve     ■     aa      •      tins  vill 
snow   forth   uur  love  more   than  anything  we   can  otherwise   say  or  do.    L.any  times  we 
w^ald   like   to    tell   God   of  our  love  and   do  not  know  how  to  go   about   it.    We   are  like 
the   homesick   sailor  who   decided   that  he  would    spend    some  of  his    i ay check  by   sending 
his   girlfriend   a  telegram.    He   chewed  on  the  pencil   for  a  while  and   finally   he   came 
up   with,    "I   love,   you,    I    love  you,    I  love  you,    John."   The   clerk   read  it  over  and 
told   him   he  was  allowed   to   add   a  tenth  word   for  the   same  price.    So   the   sailor  ren- 
dered  this  over  for  a  while   and   then  added   his  tenth  word.    It  was   regards.    Our 
love   for  God   is   sometimes   like   this.    We  want   to   tell   Him  we  love   Him,   but   after 

this  what  wan  we  add?   We    can   only   add   our  regards,    the   living  of  our  lives.    This 

ffvT 
is   the  nroof  of  our  love/jV/hat  higher  motivation   could  we  have   than  that  of  serving 

God   by  helping  someone   in  need?^    Will   we   continue  to    sit  in  our  warm   churches   as 
we  do   Thanksgiving  after   Thanksgiving  and   think  of  those  who  will   go   to  bed  hungry 
this   Thursday     as  well   as  the  other  days  leading  up   to   it  and   those  following? 
Will  we   continue  to   agree   that   something  should  be  done  about   this  and  then  go 


'    me   to  nur   snua:  warm   hones   and  promptly   forget   it?    God  forbid   that  we  do.    &-«s*d 
mi^rtnliin  million  ar:W-ele  j_n  Christianity   Today  rswaily.    St^haa  to  do  with  eating 
and  being  gluttonous.    It  was  titled,    "Ti s  the   season   to  be  Gluttonous."     It  told 
f  our  national  pastime   of  overeating  and  being  overweight.    But  what  was   really 


o 


interesting  was  the  little  incident  of  a  woman  who  was  told  *?  *^j££g£*^£ae 
some  weight.  She  tried  diet  foods  and  dietetic  foods,  calorie^ raun«n^nd^_^ 
to  no  avail.  She  lacked  the  will  power.  But  one  day  she  received  a  pamphlet  in  the 
mail  asking  for  money. fui  nui^j  to  help  feed  needy  children.  On  the  cover  was  a 
picture  of  a  dark  skinned  boy  whose  scrawny  chest  and  limbs  made  him  look  like  a 
skeleton.  ..he  said  the  sight  of  this  boy  was  like  a  spiritual  shock  treatment.  It 
started  her  to  thinking  how  she  could  take  off  the  uneeded  nounds  and  at  the  same 
time  put  on  some  desperately  needed  pounds  on  the  body  of  a  starving  child.  Use 

illustration  here. 

Now  this  woman  made  a  very  important  discovery.  That  sometimes  we  can  help 
purselves  by  helping  others.  This  is  the  secret  of  the  Christian  life,  the  living 
by  giving.  Someone  anonymously  wrote  the  following  lines,  paraphrasing  the  words 
of  Christ.  Illustrate  with  this  poem. 


5. 
My  friends,  there  are  still  many,  many  people  who  need  our  love  and  our  help.  v,re 
are  indeed  our  brothers  keeper.  If  we  refuse  to  help  then  we  are  not  Christians, 
w  are  heathens  under  an  assumed  name.  Ellen  Underwood  wrote  a  little  poem  I  would 
like  to  share  with  you  LLu-fc-JflSsH^.  1   believe  it  states  more  eloquently  than  I 
how  and  what  we  need  to  be  doing.  It  is  entitled,  "I  shall  not  pass  again  this  way." 
God  grant  that  we  may  not  only  take  these  words  as  our  theme  of  life,  but  may  we 
truely  give  of  ourselves,  showing  our  love  to  others  by  our  deeds  and  our  concern 
and  our  material  uossessions.  Amen 
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3very  Iran's    Servant 

^orip+ura;    Matthew   83;    1    to   IS 

"ax+  Katthew  S3;  11 

He  who  If  greeted  among  you  shall  be  your  servant. 

Our  theme  for  this  years  laymens  "Mind  ay  is"Svery  men's  servant."   Before 
we  che  begin  to  understand  the  theme  we  must  first  understand  what  the  word 
servant  means,  n'ebster  defines  servant  es  being  a  person  employed  to  perform 
services.  A  person  ardently  devoted  to  another  or  e  cause,  ^o  as  Christians 
we  can  safely  say  that  we  are  to  be  employed  by  Christ  to  perform  duties 
and  services.  And  as  Christians  we  should  be  ardently  devoted  to  the  ceuse 
of  Christianity.  Bu+  how  can  wo  function  as  servants?  ue  must  first  prepare 
ourselves  to  be  servants.  How  you  may  ask  how  do  I  do  this?  How  do  I  go  about 
preparing  to  be  a  servant  of  Jesus  Christ?  This  is  probably  the  most  difficult 
part,  the  preparation,  "ha  fisst  step  that  we  servants  should  take  is  to 
take  oui-  Bibles  and  read  and  study  the  four  Gospels,  "his  will  give  us  a 
■»ood  insight  into  what  ie  recuired  of  a    servant.  Christ  is  the  prime  example 
of  e  servant.  Af+er  we  have  done  the  required  reading  we  should  sit  down  and 
take  stock  of  ourselves  to  see  where  we  can  best  fit  into  the  servants  role. 

This  will  rnuire  8  methodical  taking  of  personal  notes,  .ie  can  jot  them 
down  if  we  feel  so  inclined.  Host  of  us  know  ourselves  fairly  well.  <.e  know 
our  week  points  and  we  also  know  our  strong  ones.  eo  this  note  taking  will 
take  on  an  aspect  such  as  this.  .*ell  le+'s  see  now,  I  can  sing  a  lit  +  le 
maybe  I  could  sing  in  the  church  choir.  I  talk  a  lot  and  I  like  to  speak, 
possibly  I  could  take  a  class  and  put  my  knowledge  to  work.  I  like  to  make 
things  perhaps  the  church  has  a  list  of  things  that  meed  made  or  repaired. 
And  so  our  list  can  go  on  and  on  until  we  have  exhausted  what  wa  can  and 
cannot  do.  After  wa  have  listed  ell  the  things  we  oan  do  we  need  to  know 
where  best  we  oan  serva.  no  find  this  out  we  must  confer  with  someone  Ebout 
.his  and  the  most  logical  one  is  God.  Yes  I  said  God.  "here  are  some  Christ- 
ian people  today  who  feel  that  prayer  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  Eo  naad  to 
pray  because  we  can  work  out  our  own  lives  without  any  help.  And  He  doesn't 


(2) 

answer  prayer  anyway.  And  we  go  to  Church  on  Sunday  and  the  minister  gets 
up  in  front  of  the  Altar  and  prays  and  this  should  carry  us  through  the 
week. strange  as  it  may  seem  some  people  have  this  attitude.  But  those  of 
us  who  pray  and  know  that  God  answers  prayer  know  this  to  be  the  way  to  con- 
duct our  lives.  i/e  have  but  to  cast  our  burdens  upon  Him  and  He  will  show 
us  what  to  do. So  we  have  taken  the  first  step  im  the  preparation  of  being 
a  servant . 

"he  second  logical  step  would  be  to  act  like  a  servant,  i'or 
some  time  the  word  servant  has  been  erroneously  used,  when  we  think  of  a 
servant  we  think  of  a  maid,  a  butlerj  a  valet,  a  chauffer  or  a  waiter. 
"he  popular  conception  is  that  for  lack  of  intelligence  or  education' this 
is  +he  only  means  of  earning  a  livelihood  these  people  have.  In  other  words 
someone  who  is  8  servant  is  more  or  less  beneath  our  social  level.  And  thin 
is  +he  very  thing  Christ  is  pointing  out  to  us  as  we  heard  in  our  Scripture 
this  morning.  He  says,  "  He  who  is  greatest  among  you  shall  be  your  servant." 
Eo  one  is  any  better  in  +he  sight  of  God  than  any  one  else.  IJo  class  dis- 
tinction, no  social  status,  no  caste  system  nor  any  other  maans  of  setting 
us  above  or  apart  from  our  fellowman  oan  ever  put  us  in  Sod's  favor.  Indeed 
these  are  the  very  things  that  oan  keep  us  from  the  grace  of  God.  .ie  must 
always  try  to  be  humble  as  we  go  about  our  Christian!  duties.  But  here  again 
is  where  we  run  into  problems.  Because  to  some  people  this  serving  business 
only  goes  so  far.  Host  of  us  have  hetrd  people  say,  I've  done  my  share,  let 
someone  else  do  it  for  a  while.  Or  why  do  thay  always  ask  me  to  do  these 
Jobs  there  are  other  people  in  the  church  besides  me.  So  as  a  result  we 
keep  passing  the  buck  and  the  jobs  don't  get  done  in  the  church.  Or  thay 
are  performed  by  a  small  overworked  group,  n'haraas  if  we  each  one  would 
assume  our  proper  place  in  the  church  and  accept  our  role  as  a  servant  the 
work  of  the  church  would  be  furthered  and   we  would  be  doing  the  bidding 
of  our  Saviour.  Did  Christ  pass  the  buck  when  it  came  to  being  a  servant? 


(3) 
t/eknow  He  didn't.  No  person  was  too  small  or  In  signifigant  for  Him 
to  minister  to.  He  spoke  Lind  ate  with  those  who  were  considered  outcasts. 
He  healed  those  who  were  considered  unclean.  He  helped  those  who  were  con- 
sidered unworthy  of  help.  If  Christ  was  willin*+o  act  like  a  servtnt .  can 
we  do  any  less? 

"he  third  logical  step  is  to  obey  like  a  servant.  Here  is  v;hare 
we  really  run  into  difficulties.  Christ  has  given  us  the  challenge  *o  follow 
Him.  "a  follow  Him  implies  that  we  must  be  servants  as  He  Himself  was  a 
servant,  ,/e  must  obey  His  commends  and  da  what  He  wants  us  to  do.  "his  is 
what  bugs  most  of  us.  we  like  to  think  that  we  are"  doing  pretty  good  with- 
out any  demands  upon  us.  n/e  live  pretty  good  lives.  After  all  don't  we  go 
to  church  fairly  regularly?  Or  et  least  as1 often  as  we  can  provided  some- 
thing more  important  hasn't  come  along.  >ie  give  ;vhat  we  can  to  the  church. 
.Jhet  more  do  we  have  to  io  +o  be  a  good  ChristianY  Isn't  this  enough? 
If  we  begin  +o  +hink  seriously  about  -luestions  such  as  these  and  answer 
them  truthfully  we  all  can  start  to  squirm  a  little.  Because  we  know  that 
we  all  could  do  more  *han  we  are  for  Christ.  In  our  modern  twentieth  century 
Christian  church  it  is  a  sad  commentary  indeed  to  see  how  lightly  Jhrist 
is  tgkgn.jn  this  country  of  ours  which  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  most 
religious  in  the  world  we  cant  master  enough  men  and  women  t0  fill  our 
pilpits:  we  can't  get  enough  teachers  for  our  church  schools:  and  we  cen't 
get  enough  workers  for  all  the  other  miscellaneous  Jobs  and  duties  of  the 
church,  why  is  this  so?  "ha  truth  is  we  are  unlike  Christ  in  one  great 
respect.  we  come  to  be  ministered  to  and  not  to  minister,  whereas  Christ 
came  to  minister  and  not  be  ministered  to.   we  can  give  up  our  time  to 
belong  t0  the  Loose,  the  31ks  or  other  fraternal  orders,  we  can  find  time 
to  play  golf,  to  bowl,  to  swim  and  other  forms  of  recreation.  we  can  find 
time  to  do  a  hundred  and  one  things  but  we  cannot  find  time  to  serve  our 
Lord.  How  don't  get  me  wrong,  "he  Loose,  the  31ks  and  other  fraternal  groups 


(4) 
are  fins  organizations.  And  bowling,  golfing,  swimming  and  other  forms  of 
recreation  era  good  for  us.  But  the  truth  of  the  msttar  is  too  often  these 
things  stand  in  our  way  of  being  servants  of  Christ  in  our  Churoh  and  in 
our  communities.  Mot  too  long  ago  our  Church  school  curriculum  had  a  Jasson 
on,  "Commitment  to  Christ."  This  is  ona  subject  about  which  I  feal  very 
strongly.  I  tried  to  impress  upon  the  girls  and  boys  in  my  class  that  this 
is  something  we  should  not  take  toe   lightly,  ,,hen  we  promise  ti  accept 
Christ  and  follow  Him  wa  should  do  so  knowing  full  well  that  it  means  all 


the  +ima  and  not  just  whan  wa  feel  like  it.  Our  Lord  and  His  service  should 
corna  before  all  else  in  our  lives.  Everything  else  *a  do  is  secondary  ix 
aaxxiixaxx  to  this. 

iVhan  i  was  a  boy  in  Sunday  school  we  sang  a  hymn  which  i  liked 
very  much,  for  one  thing  it  had  a  catchy  tune  and  a  wonderful  chorus. 
A'.aybe  some  of  you  will  remember  it  too.  7he  chorus  goes  like  this.:  "  ..here 
He  leads  me  i  will  follow,  where  He  leads  me  i  will  follow,  where  iie  leads 
me  i  will  follow,  I'll  go  with  iiim,  with  aim,  all  the  way."  1  have  often 
wondered  why  wa  don't  use  hymns  like  this  our  churches  and  church  schools 
today,  in  feet  we  don't  even  include  them  in  our  newer  hymn  books.  Perhaps 
it's  because  we  are  not  as  much  concerned  with  following  Christ  as  servants 
today  as  we  were  s  few  years  ago.  When  we  look  at  the  way  Uhrist  obeyed  as 
a  servant  we  must  certainly  be  ashamed  for  the  obedience  we  show.  Here  was 
the  Son  of  God  obeying  to  the  point  that  He  even  died  for  us.  now  did  He 
do  this  just  matter  of  factly  or  did  Ha  have  misgivings  about  thisV  i-,e  know 
from  the  Gospel  acconts  that  Ha  had  misgivings,  we  read  where  He  prayed 
that  God  should  remove  the  obligation  from  Him.  nut  when  He  saw  that  it  was 
God's  will  He  obeyed.  Obedience  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  learn,  we  like 
to  do  the  things  we  want  to  do.  nut  oh  ho?/  we  dread  doing  what  we  should 
io.  To  school  ourselves  in  the  art  of  obedience,  each  time  we  are  tempted 
to  shirk  what  we  should  do  we  should  each  one  try  to  remember  the  supreme 
sacrifice  which  Christ  endured  for  us. 


(5) 

The  next  time  someone  approaches  us  and  asks  us  to  be  a  servant 
'1  any  capacity,  before  we  quietly  blurt  out  that  we  don't  have  the  time 
or  some  other  lama  excuse i  let  us  each  recall  our  role  as  a  servant  of  Uhrist, 
And  let  us  each  one  try  to  commit  6ur  lives  mora  fully  to  Him.  St.  jrrancis 
of  Assisi  sums  up  verj   nicely  what  I  have  been  trying  to  say  when  he  wrote 

"0  Divine  Master  grant  that  X  may  not  so  much  seek  to  be  consoled, 
as  to  console» 

To  be  understood  as  to  understand, 

To  be  loved  as  t o  love. 

it  is  in  giving  that  we  receive.  Let  us  pray. 


The  Old   Rugged   Cross 
/ 


I' 
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Another  Lenten  hymn  that  points  to  the  croes  is  the  "©Id  Rugged 

Cross".  This  should  explain  to  you  why  you  were  given  one  of  the  Sunday  School 

hymnals.  This  hymn  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  zonular  hymns  ever  written.  It 

was  written  by  the  Rev.  George  3ennard  and  the  copyright  for  it  was  secured  in 

1913.  It  has  been  used  in  almost  any  tyne  of  service  that  there  is,.  Prom  re^ailar 

•  \  ° 

worship   services   to   revival  meetings,   or  just  plain  singing  by  groups  gathered 
around   a  piano.  [  j 

"On  a  hill  far  away  stood  can  old   rugged   cross , 
The  emblem   of  suffering  and   shame, 

And   I   love   that   old    cross  whwre   the  dearest  and  best 
For  a  world   of  lost   sinners  was   slain-" 

In  this  the  first  verse,  the  author  exnresses  in  very  siunle  lan- 
guage how  he  feels  about  the  cross  and  what  it  means  to  him.  Bttt  I  think  it  goes 
much   further  than  that.    To   all  of  us,    the    crous  is  distant-  It  is   remote,   it  is 

-  away.    In  other  words  it   happened    2000  years   ago   and   we   can  look  upon  it   as 
bein/r  ancient  history.  It   isn't   like   the  Apollo  9   flight   just   completed,   10  us 
this  is  new  and  up   to   date.    3ut   to   look  back    2000  years   seems  like   such  a  long 
time   ago.    It   is  that,    but  yet   the   story  of  the   death  of  Jesus  is    Just   as  new 
today   as   it  was  when  it  happened.    The  meaning  of  it   is   still   the  same,   A  sacrifice 
made  for  all  mankind.    ns  it  in   seen  throt  of  the  author  hymn, 

we   eaj    ,  ee    in  our  minds  eye  a   sn  k£1  ig  0  n    In  3  others,  is 

was  an  emblem  of  suffering   and  shame.    The   cross  i.<r.t   one   of  mam    erutlest 
mean:  utfon.    To  1m  execi.  <     thus  was  a  form  of  degradation  as  well  as 

■xe cut ion.    It  was  usee!   £k  as  a  deterrent  to  crime  nrttcn  as    the  gai     chanft    c  ami 

in    our  present   society,    with  about   the   same   results.    Tne 
author  expresses  his  love   for  this   saviour  who  was   slain   for  a  world   of  un- 
loving ana  unbelieving  sinners.    This   too  is  very   true   in  our  world   t'day. 
"Oh  that  old   rug-ed   cross,   so  desolsed  by  t'"e  world, 
Has   a  wondrous   attraction  for  me, 
For  the  dear  Lamb   of  God  left  "lis  glory  above, 
To  bear  it   to   dark   Calvary," 
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The  cross  has  alaways  and  always  will  have  a  strange  fascination 
to  anyone  i.ho  contemplates  it.  Its  meaning  am,  . 

t  It  draws  us  to  it  If  we  think  about  it..  H  a   we  think  of  Jesus  staggering 
under  the  weight  of  it,  being  nushed  and  prodded  and  mocked  each  step  of  the 
v,'s.y  we  can  begin  to  realise  the  enormity  of  Hid  love  for  mankind.  We  think  of 
the  Cross  as  being  something  beautiful  and  lovely.  It  wasn't  this  at  all.  We 
probably  gain  this  impression  because  of  the  fact  that  the  ones  we  display  on  our 
Altars  and  in  out  chuches  are  a  thing  of  polished  metal  or  smooth  Dlaned  woodr 
but  the  real  cross  never  resembled  this  at  all..  Today  we  cut  timber  in  our  forests, 
and  then  send  it  to  a  mill  where  it  is  planed  and  put  into  e  kiln  and  dried  for 
a  certain  length  of  time  to  remove  ±kH  a  certain  amount  of  moisture  from  it  so 
it  is  not  only  lighter,,  but  to  reduce  the  amount  of  shrinkage  in  the  houses  and 
buildings  it  is  used  for.  But  in  ancient  times  a  tree  was  cut  and  an  upright 
part  of  it  was  placed  in  the  ground.  Tne  man  who  was  to  be  executed  carried  the 
cross  piece  to  the  nlace  of  execution  and  there  he  was  fastened  to  it  and  hoisted 

j  to  the  upright  where  he  was  secured  into  position.  Hot  a  pleasant  thought  by 
any  stretch  of  the  imagination.  Anyone  who  has  felled  a  tree  of  any  size  and  has 
had  to  carry  a  portion  of  it  knows  the  awkward  cumbersome  weight  involved-  And 
this  is  exactly  what  Jerus  carried  for  you  and  I. 

"In  the  old  rugged  cross,  stained  with  blood  so  divine, 

A  wondrous  beauty  I  see 

Por  twas  on  that  old  cross  Jesus  sufferec  and  died, 

To  pardon  and  sanctify  me.." 

How  can  anyone  see  besuty  in  an  instrument  used  to  torture  and 
kill  someone?  The  answer  is  that  we  do  not  see  the  cross  as  being  beautiful,  but 
that  the  beauty  lies  in  what  this  struggle  and  death  means..  It  means  that  by 
Ms  shedding  of  blood,  Jesus  pardoned  us  from  our  sins..  He  gav?  is  a  gift  so 
wonderful  that  we  cannot  describe  it  in  mere  words.  "Greater  love  has  no  man 
CTiian  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  His  life  for  His  friends."  These  are  the  words 
of  love..  These  are  the  words  of  p  sinless  man  who  gave  all  that  He  had  for 
strangers*  Strangers,  yes.  But  still  "is  friends  if  we  love  Him  in  return.. 


3. 
"To   the   old   rugged    cross   I  will   ever  be   true, 
ITs  shame   and   reproach     1     '    ,    '        ■; 

n  He'll   ctli    r:  y  ho  .    away, 

Where   Hie  glory  forever  I'll   share, " 

The    cross   feae    a    ;l  r.      .n'  .  * .     .  .    |      that  each  of  us  must 

bear.,  ye   are   just   as   responsible  for  the  death  of  Jesus   as   anyone   in   that  mob 
2000  years  ago.    Oh,    I  kno   ,    yon  say  how  eoul3     re  b  ]  a  any 

differently  tnaa     ayon      fcB     • /.    1  doub      M    verj  many  of  us  would,   i  have  heard 
peoi-:!l     :  :-  '      !  ■  '    ' "   ,;    thev  b«en  «  i  r   ,         ...        old  not  have  been  nart  of  that  mob. 
That   they  wuU  have   cried   for  His   release..  I   think   if  I   had  been   the.-e  I  would 
have   cried    loudly  along  with  the  otheres  that   He   be  killed..  Look  at   history.    The 
ancient  gladitorial  games  were  this   way.   People   screamed   for  the  blood   of  the 
combatants.    :iven  today,    we   have  not  gotten  very  much  more    civilized.    A^g&fiiil 
games,    or  hockey  sanies  we   like   to   see   a  good  brawl.    At  boxing  matches  or  wrestling 
matches  the  fans  get  bored   if  ene  or  the   other  opponent  isn't  knocked   around. 
*ue   sight   of  blood   or  the   thought  of  it  arouses  the  mob.    And   I   don't   think  many 
of  us  would   have  been  much  different   than   the  people   of  old.    This  may  not  be   a 
nice  thought  or  a  pleasant  thing  to  say,   but  just  think  about  it.  But  the  end 
result  of   this   sacrifice   is  that  v«   can  some  day  go   to   a  place   reserved   for  His 
followers.    A  place  bought  with  His  blood.    '-In  my  Fathers  house   are  many  mansions. 
I  go   to  prepare  a  place  for  you.."   Yes  He   forgives  us  our   cry  for  blood.    He  for- 
gfves  us   for  everything  if  we   will  but   follow  Him. 

After  each  of  these  verse   the   chorus   is   sung  as  in  most   hymns. 
The   chorus   of  this  particular  hymn  is   one   that  always  held  wonder  and   awe  for  me. 
You  see,    I   was   taught   this  hymn   by  my  mother,,  as    a  very   small  boy..   I   remeber 
nuite  well   as  a  lad  of  six,   seven  and    eight  visiting  friends   and   relatives  with 
my  narents.    In  particular  I   can   recall    ouite  vividly  how  we   visited  my  oldest 
brother  and  his   wife.    L'bey   rented   the   upstairs  of  my  Bister-in-laws  parents. 
2*b  Mr.    and  Mrs  Dunlao   always  wanted   to   hear  my  brother  and   I   sing  when   we  visited. 
After  a  little    coaxing  we  would,   it  was   sort  of  a  ritual.    Wherever  we   went  we  had 
"to    sing.    We   weren't  good   singers  mind,   but  for   some   reason  we   were   alw.-.s   required 
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te».    ?his  hymn  was   a  part  of  our  peoertoire.    I   can  still   see   the  piano   bench  in 
the  Dunlaps   living   room  and   seated  beside  mj  brother  we  would   sfug  it   In  our 

ueaky  little  voices.    T  alwayE    thought  and  pondered  over   the  meaning  oj    '■ 
words  of  its   chorus.,    "So  I'll   cherish  the  old    rugged    cross,    Till  uy  trophies  at 
last  T  lay  .'<.-■:  ;    I  will  i    Jag  to  the  old   rugged  cross,,  and   exchange   v        ■ 
for  a  crown."  I   could  picture   going  before  Sod     nd    laying    brophi  m    .'■  His  feet 
and  in  return  gettt  ..•--•       3     ...  ■       x    ny  h  '"  ?'    _•.    But   as   I  grew  older 

and  began   to  know  the  meaning  of  Cnristir-nity   I   came   to  see   that  it   isn't  this 
at  all..  It   is  a  living  of  the   Christian  life.    An   accepting  of  Jesus  and   the   crown 
represents   the  gift  of  eternal   life.    It  means  a  willingness   to   love  my   Saviour 
to  work  for  Him  and   to   live   for   Him.    lut  you  see   the   cross  became   indelibly 
imprinted   on  my  mind   at  a  very   early  age.   Perhaps  we  need  to   try  to   imprint  this 
on   the  minds  of  anyone   who  wants   to  be  a  Christian  or  who    claims   to  be   one.    The 
cross  is  not   a  thing  of  beauty.    It   is  not   a  polished   piece   of  brass  or  a  piece  of 
nice  planed  wood.    It  is  an  ugly  bloody  niece  of  rough  wood..  An  old  rugged   cross  in 

her  words..  But   it  becomes  a  thins  of  beauty  only,   when  we   are  willing  to   take 

the  gift  offered  ut>on  it,    and  by  the  taking,  be  willing  to   change  ourselves  and  to 

that   it  stands  for. 
try  to   live   up  to   what   all  XEH±x±H±HxiisxiSB£HiHgj: 

"So   I'll   cherish   the  old   rugged   cross, 

Till  my   tronhies  at  last  I   lay  down; 

I   will    cling   to   the   old   rugged   cross, 

And   exchange  it    some   day  for  a  crown.." 

Let  us  pray. 


j^*  J     w 


- 


"Speaking  of  Women!" 

Text:  Genesis  1:27,28a,  "So  God  created  man  in  His  own  image,  in  the 
the  image  of  God  He  created  him;  male  and  female  he  created  them,. 
And  God  "blessed  them." 


I  read  somwwhere  once  that  psychiatrists  or  psychologists 
could  analze  a  person,  not  only  hy  the  things  he  could  reveal  about  himself. 
But  also,  hy  his  eating  habits  and  his  sleeping  habits,  and  his  reading 
habits.   I  am  sure  any  of  those  fellows  would  have  a  field  day  not  so 
much  with  my  eating  and  sleeping  habits,  but  with  my  reading  habits. 
I  am  what  would  probably  be  called  an  inveterate  late  reader.   By  this  I 
mean  that  I  hardly  ever  get  around  to  reafiing  the  latest  issue  of  Headers 
Digest,  or  Newsweek,  or  even  the  newspaper.   In  our  living  room  beside 
my  chair  yo  i  will  almost  always  find  the  Sunday  comics,  from  several 
weeks  ago.   They  lie  there  and  patiently  await  the  time  when  I  will  vmrft 
ttesi  get  around  to  them. 

Now  all  of  this  is  leading  up  to  the  fact  that  I  was  reading 
the  latest  edition  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  magazine,  which  is  called 
A.D.   By  the  latest,  at  least  for  me,  I  mean  the  June  issue.  But  in  this 
xxgxxxEK  magazine,  I  read  first  a  review  of  a  religious  movie,  and  then 
I  read  an  article  about  a  woman  who  is  now  an  ordained  minister,  (gajati&en 
;E^^ji&£_th^-aj3£te^ 

i^^JL^feiJA'Ikwrtf^^  Ha?*gh^r-and/-il^, 

br^SP^Aprfl .   S<Q^gan^a^ -qu^W--ifr^f3^^  Now 

what  all  of  this  roundabout  introduction  is  leading  up  to,  is  that  these 
£.  things  are  tied  together  in  a  somwwhat  similar  pattern.  At  least  I 
belftEve  they  are,  and  I  would  like  to  share  this  with  you  this  evening. 

First,  I  should  perhaps  strive  to  find  out  just  where  I 
stand,  while  speaking  to  this  wonderful  group,  so  permit  me  to  ask  you  a 
few  questions.  How  many  of  you  ladies  here  are  behind  the  womens  liberation 
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novement  100%?  Bf   this  I  mean,  how  many  of  you  support  all  that  it  is 
doing  and  are  not  against  anything  that  it  does? 

Alright,  now  how  many  of  you  support  the  womens  liberation 
movement  with  some  reservations?  In  other  words,  how  many  of  you  think 
it  has  some  good  points,  but  it  also  has  some  had  ones? 

Pine,  now  how  many  of  you  are  against  it  altogether?  In  other 
words,  how  many  of  you  feel  it  is  doing  the  image  of  womanhood  a  disservice 
and  you  are  against  it  for  that  reason? 

Now  I  think  I  know  how  you  stand,  but  this  does  not  mean  that 
I  am  going  to  alter  my  thinking  just  to  suit  the  majority  here.   I  am  sure 
based  on  past  experience  with  womens  groups,  that  you  will  hear  me  out 
and  be  fair  in  your  judgement  of  what  I  may  say. 

The  article  I  read  about  a  movie  review,  was  about  a  picture 

entitled,  "Brother  Sun,  Sister  Hoon. "  This  picture  should  be  coming 

around  this  area  soon,  and  it  is  the  story  of  St.  Fraicis  of  Assisi. 

But  it  is  also  the  story  of  a  woman  named  St.  Glare.   This  girl  was  born 

received  the  best  education 
into  a  noble  family^and  at  the  age  of  16  was  promised  as  a  wife  to  a 

knight,  whom  she  refused  to  marry.  She  instead  focused  her  attention  on 

caring  for  lepers  and  orphans.   The  story  of  her  life  is  intertwined  with 

that  of  St.  Francis,  because  they  were  each  striving  to  do  the  same  thing 

and  were  attracted  to  each  other  by  their  desire  to  be  servants  to  others* 

Please  note  that  they  were  not  girl  and  boyfriend,  but  just  fellow  brother 

and  sister  seeking  to  be  of  assistance  to  those  in  need. 

Pope  Alexander  IV  called  here,  "The  new  woman  who  poured 
forth  a  fountain  of  living  water  to  thirsty  souls." 

The  article  about  the  woman  who  is  now  an  ordained  minister 
tells  of  a  woman  who  has  gone  from  a  suburban  housewife  to  associate 
pastor  of  a  church  near  Los  Angeles  California.  The  artiwle  states  that 
25  years  ago  she  was  ready  to  giVe  up  teaching  Sunday  School,  because  of 
the  Biblical  way  the  lessons  were  presented.  She  came  close  to  leaving 
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the  church  altogether.  Because  of  the  kindness  of  a  minister  following 
the  death  of  her  2  month  old  baby  she  again  became  a  part  of  the  church, 
but  was  still  unable  to  accept  the  Bible  stories  literally,   "The  one 
story  she  mentioned  was  Moses  and  the  burning  bush. 

Now  what  we  have  here  is  a  contrast  inviewpionts.   On  the 
one  hand  we  have  a  woman  of  nobility,  who  accepted  the  s'mple  uncluttered 
literal  interpretation  of  the  Bible.  While  on  the  other  hand  we  have 
a  woman  who  is  educated  and  does  not  want  to  be  bothered  by  things  that 
cannot  be  explained. 

Although  these  two  women  lived  approximately  800  years  apart 
from  one  another,  they  are  a  study  in  what  is  transpiring  today  in  the 
world  of  womanhood.  We  see  on  all  sides  of  us  a  conflict  between  those 
who  would  change  the  status  of  women  completely,  and  their  methods  border 
on  doing  away  with  all  of  the  old  things  and  putting  women  completely  free 
and  equal  in  all  respects  to  men.  Now  much  of  this  is  good,  and  believe 
me  it  is  for  the  better.  But  looking  at  it  from  the  male  point  of  view, 
I  find  much  of  it  rather  disgusting. 

I  still  like  to  think  of  women  as  being  something  special. 
I  still  like  to  think  of  them  as  being  capable  of  being  that  beautiful 
creation  that  God  made,  that  is  definitely  distinst,  and  separate  from 
the  creation  known  as  male.  This  does  not  mean  that  1  feel  men  are  super- 
ior to  women,  or  that  women  are  stupid  and  dumb.   It  merely  means  that 
for  me  women  hold  a  special  place  and  a  special  function  in  our  society, 
and  when  they  overstep  these  bounds  they  cease  to  be  women, 

I  for  one  do  not  care  to  think  of  woman  as  being  truck 
drivers,  and  stevedores,  and  common  laborers.   I  beleive  they  are  doing 
a  grave  disservice  to  their  image.  But  on  the  other  hand  I  deplore  that 
women  have  worked  in  many  areas  in  direct  competttiom  with  men,  and  are 
paid  far  less  than  the  men,  simply  because  they  are  women.   So  you  see 
there  are  areas  of  improvement  that  the  women  must  and  should  fight  for. 
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The  woman  who  has  entered  the  ministry  at  a  later  period  of 
her  life,  can  he  compared  to  those  women  who  seek  to  overthrow  all  that 
has  been  held  -fczKEXxmfcasx  true  and  right  for  women.  Now  mind  I  am  not 
judging  this  woman,  I  am  merely  making  the  observation  that  her  thinking 

toMgM  jHgrtattiih'xaM.MWMkxigMyMUjifriiitHMiily  has  led  to  much  of  the  unrest  and  law- 
lessness that  is  prevalent  in  our  society  today.   Instead  of  striving  to 
tear  down  our  morals  and  our  KxfeXHiradt  national  belief  in  God  and  the 
Bible,  this  woman  would  do  we±±  more  for  womanhood  if  she  stood  up  and 
fought  against  the  immorality  and  disease  that  is  rampant  in  our  society 
today. 

Instead  of  saying  that  she  cannot  believe  in  the  literal 
burning  of  a  bush  and  other  stories  in  the  Bible,  she  would  fio  mueh  more 
good  if  she  came  out  against  the  spiritual  decline  in  our  nation,  and  in 
the  moral  decay  of  our  youth  by  the  use  of  all  sorts  of  drugs. 

Now  all  of  this  brings  us  to  the  part  that  many  other  women 
are  playing  in  our  society.   This  would  apply  to  groups  such  as  this. 
Women  still  must  be  the  stabilizers  in  our  society.   They  must  still  be 
the  ones  who  can  still  exert  a  great  influence  from  the  sidelines.   By 
this  I  mean  that  the  image  of  a  woman  being  weak  and  ineffectual  and 
relegated  to  the  role  of  a  2nd  class  citizen  is  mostly  bunk.   If  the 
truth  were  ever  known,  it  would  astound  the  entire  world  to  find  out  that 
more  strings  are  pulled  behind  the  scenes  by  women,  and  these  strings  being 
pulled,  bring  about  the  decisions  that  are  reached  in  the  halls  of  legis- 
lation, and  in  the  board  rooms  of  corporations. 

Someone  once  said,  that  behind  every  great  man,  stands  a 
woman,  and  he  was  right.   But  he  also  should  have  added  that  not  only  be- 
hind every  great  man,  but  jgehind  almost  every  man  stands  a  woman.  I  know 

that  in  my  life  it  has  been  1st  a  wonderful  and  loving  mother,  and  for  the 
last  22  years  it  has  been  a  loving,  devoted  wife.   And  were  it  not  for 
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these  two  women,  I  would  not  be  standing  here  addressing  you  this  evening. 

But  there  is  one  further  thought  I  would  like  to  share  with 
you  along  these  lines.  With  all  of  this  talk  of  women's  lib,  and  men  and 
women  exchanging  roles  in  society,  I  still  firmly  believe  the  old  cliche, 
"the  hand  that  rocks  the  cradle  rules  the  world."  We  need  just  look  at 
our  society  and  see  the  results  that  have  come  about  because  women  have 
been  persuaded  by  some  kook  like  Benjamin  Spock  that  they  were  raising 
their  children  all  wrong.   I  have  a  nephew  and  two  nieces  that  were  raised 
along  the  lines  of  Spock* s  book,  and  they  haven't  turned  out  completely 
well. 

So  my  advice  to  xbkbk  women  in  this  group,  and  to  women  of 
the  nation  and  even  of  the  world,  is,  "Be  women.   Don't  try  to  be  men. 
Be  feminine,  be  what  God  meant  you  to  be.  Anfl  if  you  are  true  to  your 
sex,  you  will  always  be  one  of  the  most  stabilizing  forces  that  can  be 
found  in  our  society. 

"So  God  created  man  in  His  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God 
He  created  Him;  male  and  female  He  created  them.   And  God  blessed  them.11 
This  shows  there  is  distinct  fiifference  between  male  and  female.  And  we 
should  each  thank  God  for  that  difference,  because  it  takes  both  male  and 
female  to  run  anything.  So  be  proud  of  being  women  and  God  will  direct 
your  paths. 
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Ralph  Dale  Link,  born  May  11,  1955,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Lloyd  Alan  Link,  born  May  28,  1958,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Nancy  Lynn  Link,  born  March  15,  1961,  Butler,  Pa. 

SCHOOLING: 

Graduated  from  Perry  High  School,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
June  1947 

Lay  Ministry  School,  Penn  West  Conference 
Church  of  Christ,  September  1965  to  May 

of  United 
1969 

Commissioned  Lay  Minister  June  1969 

Lancaster  Theological  Seminary,  Lancaster 
September  1970 

,  Pa.  , 

Graduated  from  Lancaster  Theological  Seminary  May  1974 

Ordained  to  Christian  Ministry  March  10, 

1974 

PASTORATES 

As  Lay  Minister:   short  term,  1  month  or  1 
various  churches  1965  to  1967 

ess  in 

Emlenton  Lamartine  Charge  of  United  Church 
1967  to  1969 

of  Christ 

Short  term  in  various  churches  1970   until 
entrance  July  1970 

Seminary 

July  1970  to  December  1973  Student  Pastor 
Charge,  New  Bloomfield,  Duncannon,  Pa., 
Conference,  United  Church  of  Christ 

at  Trinity 
Penn  Central 

December  1973  to  present,  St.  Paul's  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Butler,  Pa.,  Penn  West  Conference,  United 
Church  of  Christ 

PERSONAL  TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  am  the  youngest  of  five  children.   I  was  born  just  prior  to 
the  onset  of  the  Depression.   Our  family  was  very  poor.   My  father 
was  an  alcoholic  and  my  mother  was  a  very  religious  person  who  was 
searching  for  the  Lord.   During  my  childhood  she  did  her  best  to 
teach  me  the  things  of  the  Lord.   Later  in  life  she  came  to  a 
personal  relationship  with  Him. 

I  grew  up  in  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  where 
salvation  by  grace  alone  was  not  preached  nor  taught.   I  knew  all 
about  Jesus,  what  He  did,  how  He  lived,  His  miracles,  His  death 
and  resurrection,  but  I  didn't  know  Him  personally. 

My  life  had  many  ups  and  downs  and  all  the  while  I  was 
attending  church  and  striving  with  my  good  works  to  please  God. 
At  a  very  low  point  in  my  life  when  we  were  deeply  in  debt  and  my 
wife  and  three  children  were  all  ill,  I  came  to  the  crossroads.   I 
watched  a  Billy  Graham  Crusade  on  television  from  some  distant 
city  and  the  message  he  preached  seemed  to  be  directed  right  at 
me.   I  wrestled  with  making  that  commitment  to  Christ,  but  didn't. 
The  next  afternoon  and  evening  at  work  on  the  4  to  12  shift  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  I  needed  to  make  that  commitment  to  Christ. 
It  seemed  like  there  was  no  other  choice  if  life  was  to  have  any 
meaning.   That  night  when  I  came  home  from  work  at  1:00  A.M.,  I 
laid  face  down  on  the  living  room  floor  and  told  God  that  I 
couldn't  live  my  life  in  my  own  strength  and  I  accepted  the  gift 
of  salvation  from  my  Savior  Jesus  Christ.   My  life  has  never  been 
the  same. 

Through  several  meaningful  circumstances  I  was  called  by  God 
to  serve  Him  in  the  Christian  Ministry  and  to  help  spread  that 
wonderful  message  of  salvation  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ.   What  a  wonderful  and  rewarding  time  it  has  been  and  I 
give  Him  all  the  praise  for  my  salvation  and  the  opportunity  to 
serve  Him. 


STATEMENT  OF  FAITH 

OF 

Ralph  C,  Link 


I  believe  the  Bible,  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  to  be 
the  inspired  inerrant  Word  of  God.   I  believe  the  Bible  is  the 
complete  revelation  of  His  will  for  the  salvation  of  men  and  it 
is  the  final  authority  for  the  Christian  faith  and  life. 


I  believe  in  one  God,  who  is  eternally  existent  in  three 
persons:   Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 


I  believe  in  the  Diety  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  He  is 
true  God  and  true  man.   I  believe  that  He  was  born  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  that  He  lived  in  sinless  life,  that  He  performed 
the  miracles  recorded  in  Scripture,  that  He  died  on  the  cross 
as  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins,  that  He  bodily  arose  from  the 
dead,  that  He  ascended  on  high  where  He  is  at  the  right  had  of 
Almighty  God  as  our  intercessor. 


I  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit  and  that  He  comes  and  indwells 
each  believer  at  the  time  of  conversion.   I  believe  that  He 
lives  in  each  believer  to  lead,  to  instruct,  and  to  convict  so 
that  a  believe  may  live  a  more  godly  life. 

I  believe  that  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
through  His  resurrection,  this  is  the  only  ground  for 
justification  and  salvation  for  all  who  receive  Him  A  Lord  and 
Savior  and  to  such  as  receive  Him,  they  are  born  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  become  children  of  God. 


I  believe  water  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are 
ordinances  of  the  Church  but  are  not  means  of  salvation. 


I  believe  in  the  personal  and  premillennial  and  imminent 
coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


I  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  for  the  believer 
to  resurrection  of  life  and  joy  with  the  Lord,  for  the 
unbeliever  to  resurrection  of  judgement  and  everlasting 
punishment . 


